
 

óBEING THE BEST YOU CAN BEô 

PRINCIPAL õS REPORT  

MRS  K AREN  WADE  

WELCOME BACK 
I hope students, their families and friends had a safe and relaxing 
holiday. I am currently sending this newsletter article from Bangkok, 
Thailand.  
My husband Glenn and I are in the 
process of adopting a beautiful two 
year old boy from an orphanage 
here. We have been waiting on the 
Intercountry Adoption list for four 
and a half years and only received a 

phone call during the holidays that 
we were cleared to travel to 
Thailand to collect our son Jon. 
Hence I will be taking Adoption 
Leave for eight weeks and the 
region will appoint an Acting 
Principal during this time. Having 
said that I will continue to meet with 
my Principal class team and attend 
certain college events during this 
time. 

 
 
It was with sadness that we saw two long serving staff members of 
the college retire towards the end of last term.  
Mrs Irena Glac who taught Physics, Science and Mathematics at 
Bentleigh Secondary College for over twenty years, retired a few 
weeks before the end of term and Mrs Jenny Date, Head of Junior 
Programs, co-ordinator of the Gifted and Talented Program and 
experienced English and Humanities teacher retired at the end of 
term after twelve years of valuable service to the college.  
We wish them both well in their retirement and know that they will 
enjoy the next phase in their lives.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
We are pleased to welcome the following new and returning staff to 
the college:  
Ms Kylie Read (Mathematics), Mrs Dora Lakoumentas (English/
Humanities) , Mr John Karydis (Science/Mathematics), Ms Rosita 
Hooyer (English/ESL) and Ms Hanna Moore (Instrumental flute ).  
 
We are very fortunate that the college attracts such experienced and 
excellent classroom practitioners. 

COMMUNITY CABINET  
Monday 20th July  
Bentleigh Secondary College is very fortunate to have been selected 
to host the next Victorian Government Community Cabinet .  This is 
a very significant event for our college and it has been decided that 
it would now be best to hold the opening of Stage Two of our 
building program on the same day.   
 
The Premier, the Hon. John Brumby will now be available to open 
the new Learning Centre at 2.45pm on Monday July 20th.  A number 
of the Victorian Cabinet, including the Minister for Education, Ms 
Bronwyn Pike, will also be attendance. 
 
We hope you will be able to join us for the opening of our new 
Learning Centre which is the centrepiece of Stage Two of our 
building program.  Could you please contact Mrs Jane Kramer to 
confirm your attendance on 9579 1044 (option 2) or via e -mail on 
kramer.jane.j@edumail.vic.gov.au. 
 
We apologise for the changed arrangements but the Community 
Cabinet was only confirmed a week ago. 
 
 

VCE PARENT TEACHER EVENING 
Thank you to all the parents and students who attended the VCE 
Parent Teacher Evening last night. It is vital that students gain 
feedback at this time of the year as they enter the final stages of 
their secondary education. It is my hope that this feedback will 
motivate the students to continue to develop strategies to improve 
their learning outcomes. 
 
 

PROMOTION POLICY  
I hope you all received your studentôs reporting package at the end 
of last term, including a copy of the relevant Promotion Policy for 
entry to the next year level.  
I believe that if you have high, but realistic expectations, then 

students can reach these levels. If your studentôs report indicated 
that they did not successfully complete some subjects then I 
encourage you to talk to your child about how they can improve 
their  performance. Head of Year Levels will be making 
appointments with students ñat riskò and their parents early this 
term.  
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PARKING  
Monday 20th July  

 

LIMITED  parking  

will be available in  

Vivien & Margaretta Streets  
 

It would be advisable to use  

Chesterville Road & East Boundary Road  
for the delivery and collection of students  

          Mrs Jenny Date       Mrs Irena Glac  

mailto:kramer.jane.j@edumail.vic.gov.au


JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS  

ASSISTANT  PRINCIPAL õS REPORT  

MR HUGH  J ONES  

Da Vinci Decathlon  
Two teams of Year 7 students 
from Bentleigh Secondary 
College competed in the Da Vinci 
Decathlon at St Leonardôs 
College. They prepared for 10 
activities including Mathematics, 

Engineering, Games of Strategy, 
Creative Producers, Art and 
Poetry. Both teams acquitted 
themselves superbly.  
 
Team 2 were runners up in 3 of the challenges, an excellent result, 
but even more exciting was the fact they performed so well overall 
that they came fourth out of 21 teams, defeating teams from 
Wesley College, Scotch College, Haileybury, Mentone Grammar and 
many other private schools.  
The students who took part were:  
Maddy Barnewell, Lauren Connolly, Jaira Cruz, Alex George, Caitlin 

Haley, Mikayla Hickling, Sophie Iliadis, Griffin James, Stella Lisle, 
Ryan Lovell, Aidan Murdoch, Shane Pristov, Leon Shi, Lucinda Short, 
Callum Stewart, Beth Stimpson and Daniel Tashlik.  
Illness struck the team, with Aaron Challis, Liv Faragher and 
Mangala  Prasetia unable to take part despite having done all of the 
hard work preparing.  
 

Chess Tournament   James Dang of 9.4 
On Thursday, 18th June, a group of students, ranging from Years 7 
to 9, participated in the Victoria Zone Chess Tournament. Bentleigh 
Secondary College players had, over previous weeks, been taught 

and mentored by Chess Master, Leonid Sandler with support by Ms 
Rees and Dr Chetty. 
We departed the school at a quarter past eight with high hopes. The 
tournament was held at Balwyn Secondary College. Some of the 
other schools participating were McKinnon Secondary College, 
Brighton Grammar, Melbourne High, Scotch College and Haileybury 
College. Many of these schools have a reputation for being good 
Chess players and Bentleigh was ready to meet the challenge. Our 
students should be praised for their efforts. Each player combined 
ruthless attacks and obstinate defence and all students won at least 
one match. At least five students won four matches. Each student 
was required to compete in seven matches. The pairs for each 
match were generated by a computer which matched students with 
similar ability. Balwyn Secondary and Brighton Grammar wrapped up 
the top positions, closely challenged by Melbourne High School and 
Scotch College. Although Bentleigh was not placed in the 
tournament, all students learnt valuable lessons and also had fun! 
Congratulations to everyone for their determination on the day.  
Thanks to Dr Chetty, Ms Rees and Ms Date for supervising and 
supporting us. Special thanks to Leonid Sandler for giving his time to 
coach the Bentleigh students in Chess. 
 

 

 

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS  

ASSISTANT  PRINCIPAL õS REPORT  

MR STUART  BABER  

 

CATIA Gears up at Bentleigh  
Ms Barb Duncan & Mr Steve Sandford 
Ladies and gentlemen ï start your engines!! The CATIA students at 
Bentleigh are gearing up in preparation for the State finals of the 
Schools Innovation Design Challenge! 
 
Our ñTeam Jaguarò students are working hard outside school hours 
in preparation for the State competition.  The program involves 
students in a stimulating and innovative engineering challenge. This 
ñInnovation Design Challengeò takes advantage of manufacturing 
technologies, industry (CAD) software, visualising solutions in 2D 
and 3D, and advanced CNC, (Computer Numerical Control), all made 
available to the college through the Re-Engineering Australia 
Foundation. 
 
What are they doing?  
Students use an engineering CAD program to design a model F1 
race-car.  They link their design to a micro router, which cuts out 
their model.  The model is tested in a wind tunnel.  The results of 

the tests are analysed and modifications made.  The car is 
completed and raced, using a Co2 gas bulb as the power source.  
Student reaction time and vehicle speed is used to determine the 
winner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The key objectives of the challenge are:  

¶ Raise young peopleôs level of awareness of the importance of 
technology and innovation in industry.  

¶ Develop the skills of our young people to assure their 

opportunities for the future.  

¶ Create world leadership in engineering and manufacturing and 

encourage young Australians to participate by choosing 
engineering as a profession. 

¶ Promote collaboration between our cities and country regions in 

support of innovation.  

¶ Develop a partnership between educational institutions and 

industry. 

¶ Make the process exciting! 

¶ Opportunities to involve sponsorship through local industry.  

 
 

Collaboration:  
By using the Webex 
c o l l a b o r a t i v e  p o r t a l 
provided to the college by 
Re-Engineering Australia 
(REA), our students can 
communicate in real time 
with other schools to 
manipulate their designs 
and share ideas over the 
network.  


