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ACTING  PRINCIPAL õS REPORT  

HUGH  J ONES  

COMMUNITY CABINET  
We had a wonderful opportunity to experience life with the Victorian 
Cabinet on Monday 20th.  The cabinet met in our Conference Room 
which  we will call the Cabinet Room for at least until the end of the 
year.  Our contribution to the Cabinet was a lunch prepared by our 
VET Hospitality students.  To say this lunch was a highlight is 
probably understating its true effect.  The lemon tarts were a 
particular hit with the Planning Minister, Mr Justin Madden.  After 
lunch most of the ministers made visits to local organisations, but 
we hosted activities with the Environment Minister, Mr Gavin 

Jennings and the Youth, Sport and Recreation Minister, Mr James 
Merlino. 
At 4.00pm, the Community Consultation began with over 200 
participants from the local are given the opportunity to sit with a 
minister and then asks questions of our Premier.  Mrs Wade and our 
school captains, Stephane Weinart and Rory Anderson sat with the 
Premier and had the opportunity to experience first hand some of 
the issues and concerns that our cabinet deal with.   
I would like to congratulate our whole school community for the 
support they gave this event.  In particular I would like to thank Mrs 
Wade who gave up her time on leave to lead our college on this 

remarkable occasion.  I would also like to thank all the students who 
participated in all the activities, and in doing so, represented 
themselves, their families and our college with distinction.  

THE OFFICIAL OPENING of STAGE TWO  

of the BUILDING PROGRAM  
The Premier, Mr John Brumby and the Education Minister, Ms 
Bronwyn Pike returned to the college at 2.45 on Monday to officially 
open our new Learning Centre and VCE Centre.  They went on a 
tour of the new facilities and then were welcomed by Mrs Wade and 
formal opening began.  They were very impressed by the facilities 
and the opportunities for state school students that are created by 
such wonderful learning and teaching spaces.  A highlight for Ms 
Pike was when she met Oliver, our new guide dog trainee.  He took 
an immediate liking to her shoe.  

 ANOTHER MINISTER VISITS  

It has certainly been a week or 
two to remember.  On Monday 
of this week, the Federal 
Minister for Climate Change, 
Penny Wong made a place in 
her increasingly busy schedule 
to visit Bentleigh Secondary 
College.  This is a considerable 
coup for the college, and a 
clear recognition of the 
outstanding sustainability 
program run at the college.  Bill 
Thomas, who leads our 
sustainability program with 
such passion ,organised the 
visit, and the outcome will 
become clearer down the track. 
 

INFORMATION EVENINGS AND COURSE SELECTION  
We have begun our Information Evenings to discuss the 2010 
program with our parents and students .  These evenings are really 
important for families to get a clear understandings of the courses, 
subjects and pathways available next year and beyond.  The 
calendar of events outlines below dates and times for these sessions 
and we encourage all families to attend.  
  5  August   - Year 12, 2010 Parent Information Evening - 7.30pm 
12   August   - Year 11, 2010 Information Evening- 7.30pm 
20  August   - Years 9, 2010 Information Evening - 7.30pm 
25  August  - Years 8,2010 Information Evening - 7.30pm 

 

ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS  
We are pleased to announce that Wayne Davis and Michael 
Kakogiannis will be sharing the role of Acting Assistant Principal, 
Junior School, for the time Mrs Wade is on leave.  
 

THE COLLEGE RAFFLE 
Raffle tickets for our inaugural college raffle have been posted to all 
families this week.  We would like to thank all the members of the 
Fund Raising Committee and our Business Manager, Mrs Tricia 
Harry, who have organised the distribution of the tickets.  Two 
parents in particular, Sarah Hill and Karen Chittenden, have worked 
tirelessly. 
 

COLLEGE UNIFORM POLICY  
The college council has made some changes to the uniform policy 
for 2010.  We will give families more information in the next 
newsletter, but please contact the college if you are thinking of 
purchasing new uniform in the next two weeks.  
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School Raffle  
Raffle books have been mailed to each family. 
 
Tickets and money are due back to the General Office by 
Monday 17th August.  



JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS  

ASSISTANT  PRINCIPAL õS REPORT  

MR HUGH  J ONES  

 

National Gallery of Victoria at Federation Square   
Years 7.5 & 7.6 visit the  
Miss Sue Hansen, Head of Art 
 

On Friday 24th July, both 7.5 and 7.6 
visited the National Gallery of Victoria 
at Federation Square. Students were 
given a guided tour of the galleryôs 

stunning art collection by the Education 
staff. 
Students were then involved in the 
completion of a written English activity 
based upon their reflections of the 
artwork they had seen.  
After lunch, students were then taken 
to the gardens behind the gallery to 
complete some visual diary sketches. 
It was a successful and educational day 
for all involved and I would like to 
thank both the accompanying teaching 
staff and educational support staff who 
attended on the day.  
Both Yr 7.4 and 7.7 will be attending 
the gallery on the 14 th August. 
 
 

Absences  -   Heads of Year Levels  
With the winter colds and flues in full swing, weôd like to remind you 
that we would appreciate a phone call to advise us on the day of 
your childôs absence.  
Failing a phone call can you please advise us of absences by email 
on the same day or by note on the day of your studentôs return to 
school. Telephone: 9579 1044  Email: bsc@bentleighsc.vic.edu.au 

 

 

Year 7 Scarecrows  
Natalie CummingðYear 7 Textiles Teacher 
 

As part of the Year 7 Textiles programme, class 7.5 were involved in 
a unit of work on Recycling. In small groups they were required to 
design a scarecrow to suit a theme that each individual group had 
chosen. As a class, we visited the AAPS Op shop on Centre Rd and 
individual groups had to work within a budget to find appropriate 
clothing for their scarecrow that met the theme chosen. They also 
needed to take into consideration such things as fabric strength, 
colour, stuffing options and how they would construct the 
scarecrows. Considering the limited sewing experience the class 
had, their efforts have been outstanding. The scarecrows are now 
proudly guarding the vegetables in the Year 7 vegie patch.  

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS  

ASSISTANT  PRINCIPAL õS REPORT  

MR STUART  BABER  

 

Peter Faris QC & Bentleigh Secondary College  
Mr. Cameron Dunne - Legal Studies Teacher 
 

On the 25th June 2009 the Year 10 (11B) VCE Legal Studies class 
was given a tour of the Melbourne Court precinct, by one of 
Melbourneôs most prominent Defense lawyers, Peter Faris QC. The 
tour included the Magistrates, County & the Supreme Courts, with 
the students finishing the day at Old Melbourne Jail.  
We met Peter Faris at 9.30am at Flagstaff gardens where the 
students were lectured about Melbourneôs legal precinct, which 
captivated the students because of the way Peter delivered his 
humorous anecdotes. It must also be said that the students had 
been briefed prior to the excursion about Peterôs controversial past 
and perceived grumpiness. They were quite surprised to see a jovial, 
self confident, respected and charismatic lawyer who enjoys his 
work. 
Once we had finished at Flagstaff gardens we then made our way to 
the Magistrates Court. The students were dispersed into numerous 
courtrooms and witnessed hearings about Summary and Indictable 

offences. However, the unfortunate part of the Magistrates Court 
was when the students witnessed an emotional outburst from a lady 
connected to a particular case, whereby she made her vile opinions 
known to the court. This event showed the students the emotional 
impact that courts sometimes place upon some members of our 
society. It should be said that the students behaved in a very 
mature fashion during this particular event, which was taken care of 
by the Police and at no time was the safety of the studentôs 
jeopardised. 
From the Magistrates Court we made our way to the County Court, 
where the picture below was taken. We were lucky to view a session 
of the County court in action from the public gallery. However, as 
we entered the courtroom the court stopped so the Judge could 
welcome Peter Faris QC and Bentleigh Secondary College into the 
courtroom. The judge also took this opportunity to warn us as to the 
nature of the case. Peter had spoken to the staff as to the nature of 
this particular trial and we were both satisfied that what the 
students were about to witness would be a good learning 
experience. The County court had Prosecutors and Barristers 
wearing their traditional wigs, witnesses were in the witness box and 
were being interrogated by Lawyers and the Judge, as the Jury 
looked on. Peter made sure that he debriefed the students after the 
trial to reassure them and make sure they werenôt startled by what 

they saw. 
Once we had finished with the County Court we crossed the road 
and visited the Supreme Court of Victoria. Peter thought it would be 
good idea if the students saw the nostalgic Law Library, which was 
immaculate and the students respected the space and should be 
congratulated for the way they handled themselves within this very 
Conservative institution. The most popular part of the Library that 
enchanted the students was the age of some of the books and 
seeing the paperwork that resulted in the execution of Australiaôs 
most infamous Bushranger Ned Kelly. 
On behalf of the wider Bentleigh Secondary College community, I 

would like to publicly thank Peter Faris QC for giving up some of his 
time to educate the 
Year 10 (11B) Legal 
S t u d i e s  c l a s s . 
B e n t l e i g h  l o o k s 
forward to continuing 
this legal excursion in 
the future. Thanks 
should also be passed 
onto Peter Whitford 
f o r  b e i n g  t h e 
accompanying teacher 

Amy Gowland & Katy Lymbridopoulos 
of 7.6  


