
 

óBEING THE BEST YOU CAN BEô 

ACTING  PRINCIPAL õS REPORT  

HUGH  J ONES  

2010  BEGINS NOW  
We havenôt decided to change calendars or time zones, but we are 
very much in the planning stage for 2010.  Over the past three 
weeks, we have had information evenings for year10, year 12 and 
this week, for year 11.  These information evenings are an essential 
part of planning what subjects students will study next year, but 
even more importantly, these evenings are all about planning 
pathways for further education, training and work.  Family 
discussion is a really critical part of this planning.  The discussion 
should not just be about whether to study  a particular subject in 

2010 or 2011, but it really should be starting around a question like 
ñ What do you see yourself doing in 5 years time?ò and then 
following that with ñWhat do you have to do get yourself to where 
you really want to be?ò.  It is then that a discussion around what 
subjects to study in the next few years starts to become a powerful 
part of planning a pathway.  
 
The attendance at the information evenings has been very pleasing 
and I would like to take the time to thanks all of the staff who have 
been involved in the planning and the presentations.  The 
conversations about next year shouldnôt stop when subject selection 

sheets are handed in.  We encourage parents to  continue to ask the 
important questions, particularly about just how their children are 
performing in their semester two subjects.  Promotion from one year 
level to the next is not automatic, and if parents have concerns 
about the academic or personal progress of their children, please 
contact the appropriate teacher or head of year level.  
 
COLLEGE PRODUCTION 
Wednesday 2 September to Saturday 5 September  
This yearôs whole school production promises to be yet again 
spectacular, charming, funning and somewhat over the top.  The 
production, directed by our drama teacher, Ms Jacinta Egan is ñThe 
Truthò originally written by Terry Pratchett, but adapted for the 
stage by Stephen Briggs.   
 
ñThe Truthò  - an outline:  
ñThereôs been a murder.  Allegedly.  William de Worde is the 
Discworldôs first investigative journalist.  He didnôt mean to 

be - it was just an accident.  
But, as William fills his pages with reports of local club 
meetings and pictures of humorously shaped vegetables, 
dark forces high up in Ankh-Morporkôs society ae plotting to 
overthrow the cityôs ruler, Lord Vetinari.  Theyôve employed 
two Tarantino-esque thugs, Mr Tulip and Mr Pin.  They 
mean business. 
Luckily, William has an informant.  He canôt be a talking dog 
because dogs canôt talk.  Heôs known only as é...Deep 
Bone.ò 
 

The Truth is premiering on Wednesday September 2nd at 7.30pm.  
Shows are also on Thursday September 3rd and Friday September 
4th at 7.30pm and your last chance to catch this extravaganza is on 
Saturday September 5th at 2.00pm. 
Ticket prices are $15.00 for adults and $10.00 for students.  Tickets 
can be purchased through the General Office from Wednesday 19th 
August. 
 
YEAR ELEVEN COURSE COUNSELLING 
On Friday August 21st, all year 10 students will be involved in 
course counselling with at least one member of staff.  Choosing a 
VCE program is a critical decision, and this is why we give all year 
10 students the opportunity to check their subject selection against 
their career planning and their goals for life after school.  
 
UPCOMING INFORMATION EVENINGS  
12   August   - Year 11, 2010 Information Evening- 7.30pm 
20  August   - Years 9, 2010 Information Evening - 7.30pm 
25  August  - Years 8,2010 Information Evening - 7.30pm 
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School Raffle  
It is fast approaching the time when all raffle tickets and money need to returned  
to the General Office.  We encourage all families to support our first whole school  

fund raising event.  Tickets and  money are due back to the General Office by  
Monday 17th August.  

 
Ticket value:   $2 each (books of 10 tickets) 

Prize 1:     32 inch LCD TV 
Prize 2:     Ipod 
Prize 3:     LG DVD player 
Ticket sellers prize:  Wonderland Park Family pass 
Tickets due back:    Monday 17 August to the  General Office  
Raffle Drawn:   Wednesday 2 September at the College  Production. 

 

 

 



JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS  

ASSISTANT  PRINCIPAL õS REPORT  

MR HUGH  J ONES  

 

Absences  -   Heads of Year Levels  
With the winter colds and flues in full swing, weôd like to remind you 
that we would appreciate a phone call to advise us on the day of 
your childôs absence.  
Failing a phone call can you please advise us of absences by email 
on the same day or by note on the day of your studentôs return to 
school. Telephone: 9579 1044  Email: bsc@bentleighsc.vic.edu.au 

 

School for Student Leadership News  
Hilary Baxter -  Head of Year 9  

Our six Year 9 students at Gnurad Gundidj are now finishing their 
fifth week, past half way. All despatches from the campus have 
been filled with excitement and adventure and itôs clear that the 
students are learning so much, about themselves, their environment 
and other people. The photos received show students covered in 
mud, building tepees, hiking, riding, reading and writing, being part 
of a team and stepping outside their comfort zone. This article is 
from one of our students ...  
its AMAZING here!! ... we all love it ... I  donôt want to leave.  
Itôs so 
 different to a normal school é our school should take in 
some of the stuff that we are learning here.  
Everyone at this school isnôt your typical Year 9 student .. but 
we are all here to make a difference.  I love it! ... Today we 
have a famous photographer taking us around. Iôve hiked up 
Mount Noorat ( a dead volcano) and then we went down the 
crater é 

And below is part of one familyôs journey so far with the School for 
Student Leadership. 

To all prospective School for Student Leadership students 
and parents, Gnurad Gundidj is one of the best opportunities 
your child will ever receive. They are in a secure 
environment with dedicated teachers who allow them to 
personally develop into the best students they can be. As far 
as home life goes; yes, we do miss our child, but emails and 
the web site keep us in touch with what is happening. If 
ever there is any problem the school will contact you 
immediately (l know this from personal experience).  
l am writing this on the fourth week my son has been away l 
canôt believe how fast the time has gone. The family visit 
weekend is of excitement to us all , our time to show our 
child how much we miss  him.  
If anything, our childôs time away only strengthens the bond 
between parent and child.  
Also, the interaction with other students from city and 
country schools is a great asset as there are kids from rural 
areas that are doing it tough and city kids are realising how 
lucky they are. As for our own family, we do miss our son 
but we also know he is going to return home better adjusted 
teenager because of his experience and the dedicated staff 
of Gnurad Gundidj. 
To any parent considering this for their child in 2010, l would 
be happy to speak to you; it is such a positive experience for 
any teenager. 
Fiona Gammack Pereira  

The great news is that I have places at the School for Student 
Leadership for next year.  We have, to date, been accepted at 
Gnurad Gundidj and the Snowy River campus for Terms 1 & 2, 
2010, with 6 places offered at each campus for our Year 9 students 

W e  w i l l  b e 
showcasing the 
School for Student 
Leadership at the 
coming Yr 8 into 9 
I n f o r m a t i o n 
Evening on 20th 
August and you can 
see some of the 

great images of our 
students at work. 
Iôll be calling for 
student applications 
for Gnurad Gundidj 

2010 by the end of the first week of Term 4 and for the Snowy River 
campus, 2010, in the first weeks of Term 1, 2010. Have a look at 
their website/s for more information and images. www.gnurad-
gundidj.vic.edu.au/  and www.snowyriver.vic.edu.au/   
 

 
 

Year 7 Update  
Mrs Sue Blackmore - Head of Year 7 
The second semester is well under way. It seems like a long term 
with the weather being cold and wet and the students changing 
elective classes and continuing on with their other classes. It is just 
as important for the students to work hard, complete work and keep 
up to date with homework during this semester as it was when they 

started back in February. The homework timeline  for Term 3 is 
being handed out this week. Teachers will be giving out their own 
due dates for some of the assignment work, otherwise homework 
such as Math Mate and English Rules are required every week. 
The Year 7 classes are participating in an English/Art excursion to 
the NVG. This has proven to be a very good experience for the 
students who went last year and it is a way for both of these subject 
areas  to work together on an interesting assignment.  
A reminder to parents/guardians that students can wear their sports 
uniform all day on Tuesday only. The uniform consists of sports 
shorts, blue polo shirt, rugby top (optional) and navy school 
tracksuit pants. 
Students need to be at school before 8.45 each day and preferably 
8.30 on Wednesday ( for our Assembly). Lateness to class and the 
Assembly will result in students attending a detention after school. It 
is important that students are at all of their classes on time so that 
the lesson can begin without disruption.  
It is important that teachers and parents keep communication open 
through either the school organiser or by phone or email. Teachers 
are putting together email lists which will allow quick contact with 
parents re progress and any problems which may need to be 
addressed. 
Please keep in touch with me or your childôs teachers if you have 

any concerns. 

Working Bee -  Sunday 6 September  
Our Working Bees in terms one and two have been of great 
benefit to our students.  The term three working bee will be 
held on Sunday September 6  between 8.00am and 
12.00pm.   
Projects for this term include gardening, painting and 
maintenance.  A return slip with choice of areas will be in 

http://www.snowyriver.vic.edu.au/
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MR STUART  BABER  

 

Year 10 Acting Year Level Head  
Mr Colin Stevens will be the Acting Year 10 Level Head for the next 
6 weeks.  We wish Mr Hemming well for his long service leave. 
Any enquiries about your childôs progress or welfare should be 
directed to Mr Stevens. 
 

Bentleigh goes to the UN!  
Mrs Anna Boukouras - Head of Language and Literacy Domain 

Last Sunday morning, two year 11 Students, Elaura Carter and 
Elizabeth Perreira, represented our School in the Thant Trophy, the 
United Nations Youth Association Competition. Students from 
schools around Melbourne, such as Haileybury, Fintona Girls' School, 
Melbourne High, St. Kevin's, Bialik College amongst others, were 
allocated a United Nations' Security Council Member Country to 
represent in a mock-United Nations Security Council Meeting. Our 
students were representing the interests of Libya.  
 Students had two Resolutions to debate and one impromptu 
Resolution given to them on the day. The prepared Resolutions were 
on the issues of Global Agricultural Poverty and Disaster Relief. The 

Impromptu Resolution was on UN Measures for combating 
Infectious Diseases, such as Swine Flu. Elaura and Elizabeth 
researched the history, politics, GDP, health systems, education and 
economic systems of Libya to prepare for the UN Competition, as 
well as exploring the role of the United Nations. The UNYA had 
provided a 'President' and 'Secretary-General' of the Security Council 
to chair the day and each country presented its stance on the three 
issues. Elaura and Elizabeth negotiated with other countries' 
representatives and had the chance to ask for further clarification. 
Elaura argued Libya's stance vigorously on Disaster Relief measures 
and Elizabeth used her negotiation and secretarial skills to gather 

information and answers from other representatives to help 'Libya' 
decide on how they were going to vote.  
Congratulations to Elaura and Elizabeth for the extra-curricular work 
they prepared on Libya and the UN, and to Mr Dunne for giving us 
the heads up on Qaddafi! 
  

The Physics Corner  
Mr Rafik Makaray 

The philosophy behind The Wonders of Physics is to take the magic 
out of science. 
Year 12 Physics  
Some of you may have noticed that the year 12 physics students 
were wandering around the oval clapping two pieces of wood 
together! No they were not chasing the seagulls and parrots away 
from the vegetable gardens, they were measuring the speed of 
sound by establishing a regular rhythm and timing the echo. The 
study of sound and sound reproduction is an important component 
of VCE physics and conducting hands on experiment is one way of 
learning physics.  
Sounds are just vibrations that we can hear. Usually, we hear 
sounds in air, but we can also hear sound in water and solid objects. 
Most sound is a mixture of many frequencies. Some mixtures sound 
good, like a violin, and some not so good, like a jackhammer.  

Did you know that sound travels faster in solids than it does in air? 
Do you know why? 
 
Year 10 Materials and Design  
In the past week, year 10 science students embarked on the study 
of bridges. Students explored the different types of constructions 
and the role that bridges play in our society. They participated in 
constructing their own suspension bridge using cardboard, string 
and rope. 
Via the use of computer simulations students were able to 
implement structural principles by designing and constructing a 
virtual bridge. The students also illustrated an understanding of 

budgeting and construction costs by optimising the bridge design to 
carry a set weight at the lowest construction cost.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project of the week  

Ever wonder what Mom and Dad are always whispering about? 
Could they be discussing what new trick they're going to use to 
make you eat all of your vegetables? Or maybe they're concocting a 
story to convince you how fun it is to take out the rubbish? Make a 
homemade hearing aid, a handy little device for eavesdropping on 
their super-secret discussions...(collect the data sheet on how to 
complete this task from your science teacher). 
 
 

MUSIC NOTES  

 

Annual Band Tour  
Alison Bellew and Daniel Benke - Music Captains 

Last Tuesday the Symphonic Wind Ensemble, Senior Jazz Band and 
Senior African Drumming Ensemble embarked on the annual band 
tour. This year the tour visited towns including Ballarat, Apollo Bay 
and Colac.  Over the 4-day tour the students played at 11 schools; 
both high school and primary schools. As well as this the jazz band 
played on Thursday evening at the Apollo Bay pub. This was a great 
experience for the jazz band as it allowed them to play their whole 
repertoire for both the general public as well as their peers who are 
in the other ensembles. The pub also gave the students the chance 

to play in a more mature setting, as well as enjoy a great pub 
dinner. 
Every year the students are split into groups and are given some 
form of a musical challenge, and this years task was a mini musical 
about their ideal band tour. The groups needed to say how long 
their tour was for, where it was to, who would go and what they 
would do. 
After only having a few hours of preparation, the groups (which 
were made according to year levels) produced fantastic acts. Each 
year, the studentsô musical skills improve, and this year was no 
exception. The winners this year were the year 11s who had a 
cracker of a performance. 
This yearôs tour was jam packed with performances, activities, bus 
trips and the inevitable vomiting that comes with them.  
Despite the exhaustion post tour though, everyone had an excellent 
time, and canôt wait until next years expedition (except for the year 
12s). 
The students are incredibly grateful to all those involved in the 
organization of the tour, both parents and teachers, and thank them 
for their immense efforts involved which resulted in an excellent 
tour.  

Naming of the 2009  
Bentleigh Secondary College Yearbook  

Mrs Donna Campbell 
 

We are looking for a spectacular new name for the 2009 
Bentleigh Secondary College yearbook. If you have a sugges-
tion, please write it (along with your name and class) and a 
statement about why  you have chosen this name on a piece of 
paper, and give it to Alex in the front office by August 31st.  
The winner will be not only have the honour of naming our 
fabulous new yearbook, but their photo will appear in it too!  
Any queries, please see Mrs. Campbell. 


