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MINISTER FOR EDUCATION VISITS BENTLEIGH SC  
Last week we were visited by the Honourable Bronwyn Pike MP, 
Minister for Education, who was at the college to launch a special 
publication.  The publication ñSupporting children, young 
people and their families affected by homelessness - 
Guidelines for Victorian Schools ò is an ambitious and 
comprehensive response to homelessness, which recognises that 
schools play an integral role in this issue.  Tony Keenan CEO of 
Hanover Welfare spoke about the importance of community service 
organisations working in partnership with other government 

departments as well as schools in reducing homelessness. 

Jake Donnelly a year 11 student was also invited to speak at the 
launch.  Jake attended a youth conference in 2008 and became 
interested in the Homeless World Cup. Although he was initially 
interested in the soccer aspect of things, he quickly became aware 
of the number of homeless people.  Jake returned to the college 
passionate about doing something to help and organised for the 

coordinator of the Homeless World Cup to come and speak to the 
year 10 students.  The students then incorporated this issue into the 
curriculum of their Community Pathways Project subject and 
organised a college-wide fundraiser. 
Jake spoke extremely well on the day and presented the Minister 
with a symbolic pair of red shoe laces.  During the fundraising 
activity that Jake and his fellow students organised, the students 
were asked to leave their shoes on overnight to symbolise how 
homeless people cherish their pair of shoes. The laces were sold to 
raise money for this worthwhile cause.  

 
 
 
 

Our Head of Wellbeing Wayne Davis was invited to speak at this 
launch as he was involved in the writing of these guidelines.  One of 
his quotes was published in this document and is testimony to 
Wayneôs passion for his work in this area: 
 
     ñIf I can give these children a stable, secure environment and a 
lot of TLC and understanding for just six hours a day, or for 
however long theyôre with me, maybe - just maybe - theyôll come 
through their chaos with a little more ease.  After all, we all need 
that safe island in a storm.  We all need to know there is someone 
who really cares.ò 

 
AUSTRALIAN CHAMPION SPORTSWOMEN  
I would like to recognise two of our 
students who are Australian Champions. 
Sylvia Huffman of Year 8 came to the 
college in the middle of last year from 
Washington DC. She has joined the elite 
Fromberg/ Mc Curdy Tennis Academy 
which has a partnership with Bentleigh 
Secondary College. Two weeks ago Sylvia 
played in the 12 Spring Nationals in Perth. 
The top ranked, 12 and under players 
competed and Sylvia defeated Nikita Bains 
from Queensland in the finals 6-4, 6-0. We 
congratulate Sylvia for her achievements 
and we will follow your future tennis 
career with interest.  
 

I am also pleased to report that we have an elite football player in 
our midst. Stephanie Catley of Year 10 has just returned from 
Mynamarin Burma, where Australia won the Championship games. 

She will return to Thailand in 
November this year representing 
Australia in the Asian Cup. 
Stephanie always has had a dream 

to play for Australia and she is 
fulfilling that dream. She would be 
the first to tell you to strive for what 
you want to achieve and with hard 
work and dedication you can get 
there. Congratulations Stephanie we 
are very proud of you . 

 

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2009  
Our year 12 students enjoyed their last day of school with a óCops 
and robbersô dress-up theme.  I would like to congratulate them on 
the way they conducted themselves and represented the college.  

 
 


