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MRs KAREN WADE

STUDENTS MAKE BENTLEIGH SECONDARY
COLLEGE A SPECIAL PLACE TO BE

During the last few weeks | have visited many
classrooms and caught up with many students and
teachers. | have been most impressed with our
student sd continued posit
are clearly demonstrating how they live and learn by
our motto -being the best you can be.

In particular | am very pleased to report that our Year

7 students are making a very smooth transition to their
new school.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all

parents for ensuring that students are attending school
in correct uniform. The conscientious wearing of
correct uni f or m, toget her
approach to learning, certainly continues to promote
our reputation throughout the community.

PARENTS
CONTRIBUTION
The research clearly indicates that parents who are
involved in their childés
outcomes for their students. | would like to thank all
parents who indicated on their Parent Volunteer forms,
which areas of the College they would be prepared to
assist in. We are currently collating lists from these
forms.

MAKE AN IMPORTANT

RITCHIES COMMUNITY BENEFITS

| encourage all parents to patronise Ritchies
Supermarkets and access a Community Benefits Card
nominating Bentleigh Secondary College as your
preferred beneficiary. Each time you shop at Ritchies
y ou wi || be actively coQ
education by helping us continue to provide quality
resources throughout the school.

WORKING BEE

Our inaugural working bee will be held on Sunday
22nd March from 8am-12pm. It would be great to see
as many families there as possible.

VCE SEMINAR

Thank you to all the parents and students who
attended this important information evening last night.
Special thanks to Mr Kakogiannis, Mrs Suzy Watt, Mr
Baber and Mrs Incledon for their informative sessions.
Year 11 is a critical year as students are completing

OBEI NG THE BEST YOU CAN BE®G

YEAR 7 INFORMATION EVENING

| look forward to meeting parents of our Year 7
students at our Information Evening on Wednesday
25th  February at 7.30pm This is an ideal
opportunity for our new parents to meet each other
and their Year 7 childre
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SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION 2009

Mrs Karen Wade i Acting Principal
The Department of Education and Training has approved the
commencement of the electoral process for the election of
School Councillors for 2009.

1. Membership

members of staff, including the Principal, four
community members

2. Terms of Office
The term of office is for two years with half of the
members retiring each year but eligible for re -election
three parents and two staff representatives end their
term of office at the start of 2009.
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The following members of School Council, while eligible
for re-election, retire at the end of this month:

Parents: Mrs Karin Scott, Ms Maryanne Tarjan,
Mr Miguel Ygoa

Staff: Mr Stuart Baber, Mrs Tricia Harry

School Council Meeting.

5. Voting If the number of nominations exceeds the
vacancies in either the parent or staff electorates, an
election will be necessary. All parents are entitled to
vote for parent representatives and can vote for the staff
representatives.

6. Methods of Voting
There are two ways in which you can record your vote
on the official voting form during the period Monday 2
March until Friday 13 March at 4.00pm.

(a) Post your vote to school to arrive by 4.00pm on
Friday 13 March;

(b) Vote in person at school at the General Office,
between 8.00am and 4.00pm during the period

Monday 2 Marchi Friday 13 March.
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4. Proposed Timeline for Elections

Friday 20 February  Call for nominees

Friday 27 February Nominations close 4.00pm

Monday 2 March Nominations displayed at school
Election held if required

Friday 13 March Close of ballot 4.00pm
Votes counted
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7. Nominations of Candidates
There are two distinct categories of elected members
of School Council parents and staff and DEECD
employees.

8. Parent Member Category
Parents of a student(s) at the school, who are DEECD
employees, are now eligible for election to this
category. However, there is a limit on the number of
DEECD parent members for a given School Council
configuration. (The total of DEECD employee
members and DEECD parent members must be less
than half of the total number of School Council.)

9. DEECD Employee Member Category
To be eligible for election to this category, a person
must be a DEECD employee and either:
a parent of a student at the school, and/or employed
to work at or for the school.

10. Role of School Councillors
School Councillors currently play an important role in
decision making and the management of our school.
They donate many hours to the various sub-
committees of Council; education, finance, facilities
and grounds. Councillors belong to one sub-
committee, they also attend monthly council meetings
and represent the school at many functions.

SCHEDULE 4
Notice of Election and Call for Nominations
An election is to be conducted for members of School Council of
Bentleigh Secondary College
The ballot will close at 4.00pm on
Friday 13 March, 2009

Nomination forms may be obtained from the school and must be
lodged by 4.00pm on Friday 27 February, 2009 .

Following the closing of nominations, a list of the nominations received
will be posted at the school. The terms of office, membership
categories and number of positions in each membership category
open for election are as follows:

Membership Term of Office Number of
Positions

Parent Member 16 March 2009 to 16 March 2011 3

DEECD 16 March 2009 t0 16 March 2011 2

Employee

Member

If the number of nominations is less than the number of vacancies, a
notice to that effect and calling for further nominations will be posted in
a prominent position at the school.

KAREN WADE
Acting Principal

JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL & REPORT

MR HUGH JONES

Student Accident Insurance

The Department of Education and Early Childhood
Development (DEECD) does not provide personal accident
insurance for students. Parents and guardians are generally
responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for
injured students, including transport costs.

Student accident insurance policies are available from private
insurance companies. These cover a range of medical
expenses not covered by Medicare.

Personal Goods Brought to School

Students are discouraged from bringing particularly valuable
items to school. Unnecessary or valuable items should be
kept at home. DEECD does not hold insurance and does not
accept responsibility for private property brought to school

by students, staff or visitors.

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL @& REPORT
MR STUART BABER

2008 VCE Results

Ninety three students completed their VCE at Bentleigh SC in
2008. Results continued to reflect positively on the College.
The College Dux, Ellen Mckechnie recorded a very impressive
97.05 ENTER score. The number of students recording a|
70+ ENTER score increased with a nearly 2% increase in
students medium study score. 81% of students received a
tertiary offer with the majority of remaining students doing
apprenticeship training or a course requiring a portfolio and
interview rather than an ENTER score. Congratulations to
our class of 2008 and best wishes in your future endeavours.

Welcome to our new staff

My name is Karen Miller , and | am joining Bentleigh SC
after completing my Diploma of Education at Monash
University last year. | have a double Maths degree, also
from Monash University and have spent time working for
both banks and private industry in the corporate finance
field.

I have three children ranging in age from year 8 to year 3.

My name is Jan Jirasek and | am excited to be educating
the young minds at Bentleigh SC! | hold a previous degree
in Science, with a major in Geophysics. In my spare time |
enjoy playing tennis and guitar. Maths and Science are two
subject areas hat | am extremely passionate about and | look
forward to sharing my enthusiasm and knowledge with the
leaders of tomorrow.

My name is Rafik Makaray and | am a professional
engineer and have been working in industry for 30 years.
After selling my business and going into early retirement |
realised that although | left the office behind, my expertise,

talent and experience went with me. | wanted to use my

skills to make a difference in a new way.

Why not put my talent and knowledge to good use? Why
not inspire future engineers and scientists by teaching?
Returning to university and qualifying as a teacher, | was
fortunate enough to be appointed as Physics and
Mathematics teacher at Bentleigh SC.




Student Wellbeing and Services
Wayne Davis, Head of Student Wellbeing

| am available every day to provide support to all students

and parents as their need arises.

Students and parents/carers can contact me at the college to
make an appointment time. My responsibilities include
counselling, provision of social and emotional support, some
limited financial assistance, family and peer conflict
resolution, educational support and student services and
referrals to other specialized services.

Allied to my role are the services provided by our Guidance
Officer, Vivienne Seidner, our Adolescent Nurse Educator,
Jenny Muir and Anne Prescott our Integration Co-ordinator.

We are fortunate to have the support of our chaplain, Cinti

Robison three days each week.

It has been a very successful start to the school year and

already | have meet with many of our new students. The

wonderful new facilities have contributed to an enhanced

pride in the college by our students, which is evidenced by
their respect for their environment.

I would like to acknowledge the support many of our

students have received from the BayCISS Education Support
Fund, and the generous grant given to them by the Bendigo
Bank. If parents/carers have questions concerning this type
of support please contact me at the college.

Victorian Bushfire Support

Parents, carers and students who have either directly or
indirectly been affected by the aftermath of the current

bushfires and would like to discuss their circumstances can
contact Wayne Davis at the college who is in a position to
refer people to a range of counselling and help services.

Bush Fire Fundraising - Rory Anderson and

Steph Weinert, School Captains
In response to our state bushfire tragedy our thoughts are
with all those affected. Thanks to the student leaders who
organised our fund raising and thanks to all our school
community who gave generously to the Australian Red
Cross Appeal on Friday's casual clothes day. $2,500 was
raised.
The School Captains would like to express their deep
sympathies to anyone who has suffered loss in the fires and
hope that the contribution might make some small
difference.

Emailing of School Newsletter

- Jane Kramer, School Secretary
We are experiencing man|y
back6é due to unknown e
boxes being too full. Could you please rectify this
situation if you are not receiving the Newsletters by
email as requested.

The Student Well being Centr e
-Bl ockdé where the old juniotr
2008.

MUSIC NOTES

D, B

i MRSOBEWMILYO FURLENG a't
School Oof fice

First Friends of Music Meeting

Tuesday 24th Feb 7pm
Performing Arts Centre

The Friends of Music are a group of parents and music staff
who are interested in supporting the Music Program at BSC
through fundraising, helping at events, concerts and
fundraising activities.

The FOM will meet twice every term on Tuesdays at 7pm
and will help to organise the Trivia Night, the Mid Year
Concert, Bunnings BBQOs an
throughout the year.

In 2008 the FOM succeeded in raising over $11,000 towards
the New Zealand Band Tour, we are now looking towards
another international tour in 2010, as well as purchasing
instruments for the music program.

The first Friends of Music meeting for 2009 will be at 7pm to
8.15pm on Tuesday the 24th of February in the Performing
Arts Centre at BSC. All parents are welcome to attend.
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Working Bee
Sunday 22nd March, 8.00am
to 12.00pm

Your help is needed please!!

On Sunday 22nd March the facilities committee is holding a
working bee from 8.00am to 12.00pm. We are requesting
that if possible, parents, students and staff assist in the
completion of a number of grounds and maintenance tasks
around the school.

The day will be well organised and the donation of your
time will not be wasted as there will be a variety of tasks to
be completed.

The time that is given at a school working bee makes a
considerable difference to the maintenance and upkeep of
the grounds.
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BBQ preyided for ealk the epepple why have gapdtefl their
time to assist in this activity.

A return slip with choice of areas to assist in will be in the
next Newsletter.
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IMPORTANT DATES
TERM 1 2009
Wed 28th January 2 Friday 3rd April

February
Monday 24 - Friday 27 - Year 8 Camp
Tuesday 24 - Year 9 Parents PACTS Program - 7.00pm
Wed 25 - Year 7 Information Night - 7.30pm
Friday 27 - College Swimming Sports

VCE students to attend classes as normal
March
Monday 2 - Friday6 - Year 9 City Camp (1 -2 groups)
Tuesday 3 - Year 9 Parents PACTS Program - 7.00pm
Wednesday 4 - Beachside Swimming Carnival
Thursday 5 - Year 7 Music Internal Camp (Concert at

5.00pm)

Monday 9 - Friday 20 - Year 9 City Camp (2 -2 groups)
Monday 9 - Labour Day
Tuesday 10 - Year 10 Driver Ed Excursion
Wednesday 11 - Intermediate Round Robin
Tuesday 17 - Year 7 & 10 Immunisations (all)
Thursday 19 - Year 11 Orienteering Excursion
Friday 20 - Southern Zone Swimming

Kings Park Tennis Club
Open Day - Sunday 22nd February George
Reserve, East Bentleigh
11.00am - 2.00pm
For more information visit our website at
www.kptc.com.au

Bentleigh Junior Football Club
Registration Day - Sunday 22nd February at
King George Reserve, East Bentleigh
11.00am - 2.00pm
Under 96s to under 1 706s
New players please bring a copy of your birth
certificate

Ormond Junior Football Club
Registration Day - Friday 20th February
EE Gunn Reserve, Malane Street Ormond

6.00 - 7.30pm
Free sausage sizzle

Bentleigh Greens Junior Soccer Club
Under 12 Players Required
301 -307 Centre Dandenong Rd, Cheltenham
(in front of Moorabbin airport DFO)
Contact Trajano on 0425 214 188 for more
information.




