
ACTING PRINCIPALõS REPORT 

MRS  K AREN  WADE  
 

TEACHERS LEADING THE WAY TO IMPROVE 
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES  

It is no surprise that recent research clearly indicates 

that the effectiveness of the teacher has a significant 
effect on the learning outcomes of students. At 

Bentleigh Secondary College we are extremely 
fortunate to have dedicated teachers. Our teachers are 

committed to sharing their practice to support each 
other in providing optimal learning experiences for our 

students. This year our Year Level Professional 

Learning Teams have implemented action research 
projects where our teachers are working in teams to 

further develop their skills. This will ensure that 
Bentleigh Secondary College will remain at the 

forefront of what is regarded as best practice.  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

YEAR 8 CAMP 

Thank you to our enthusiastic staff who gave of their 
time away from families and friends to support the 

Year 8 students on camp last week. I visited the camp 
and was told that the behaviour of our students was 

impeccable. The formal and informal activities provided 

resulted in team building opportunities for the 
students. It was exciting to see an outstanding cohort 

of students who are doing their best and making the 
most of the wonderful learning opportunities provided 

by Bentleigh Secondary College. Congratulations Year 
8 students on a first rate start to the year.  

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS NEW PARENT MEMBERS OF 

SCHOOL COUNCIL  
Congratulations to the following Parent Members who 

were successful in their nominations for School Council 
for the term 16th March 2009 to 16th March 2011.  

Parent Members: Kaye Moore, Mary -Ann Tarjan 

and Miguel Ygoa  
 

We are currently having a ballot to determine who the 
two new staff representatives will be. Our learning 

community values the enthusiasm of our School 
Council members and the expertise and tireless hours 

they contribute to ensure that Bentleigh Secondary 

College grows from strength to strength.  
 

HOUSE SWIMMING SPORTS ðA GREAT DAY!  
Congratulations to all of the staff and students for 

joining together to make the House Swimming Sports 

such a huge success. The Sports Captains encouraged 
the younger students to join in and have fun. Amidst 

all this enjoyment were some outstanding 
performances of those students who powered through 

the pool to take home their first place ribbon.  
I would like to thank Mr Main for the enormous task he 

undertook in leading such a successful day. He was 

supported by the Physical Education staff, House 
Captains and other staff members who worked 

exceptionally well as a team to ensure we had a great 
time. A highlight of the day was the staff relay. Our 

teachers definitely havenôt lost their touch and were 

narrowly beaten by the senior students.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

YEAR 7 INFORMATION EVENING  
Thank you to all the parents who gave such positive 

feedback after our recent Year 7 Parent Information 

Night. I am sure you gained a valuable insight into 
College operations and enjoyed meeting your childôs 

teachers. I personally enjoyed meeting many of you at 
the end of the night.  
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JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS  

ASSISTANT  PRINCIPAL õS REPORT  

MR HUGH  J ONES  

School Council Charges  
Reminder letters will soon be sent to families who have yet 
to pay the 2009 school council charges.  It is important to 
have these payments finalised before the end of term one in 
order for the college council to accurately set all the budgets 
for all the programs the college runs.  If families have 
genuine hardship in meeting the deadline for payment of 
school charges, please contact either Stuart Baber or Hugh 
Jones. 
 

Accident Insurance for Students  
The Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development (DEECD) doesnôt provide accident cover for 
students injured at school.  A private insurance company 
does provide accident cover for students at what appears to 
be a reasonable cost.  Information about the policy is 
available at  www.studentcover.com.au 

Information will be at the General Office next week.  
 

Bully me no moreé   -  Dr Helen McGrath  
Every person has the right to feel safe at school and to learn 
without fear of harassment.  Bullying needs to be dealt with 
wherever it occurs within the school, outside the school or 
within the home.  Problems resulting from bullying can have 
far reaching effects on all involved, including the victims, the 
bullies, the bystanders and other family members.  
Dr Helen McGrath will address these issues and offer 
effective ways of addressing bullying in the wider community 
at a free  parent forum to be held at Wesleyôs St Kilda Road 
Campus on Monday 16 March, 2009, 7.30 - 9.00pm.  
RSVP:  eryn.tooey@wesleycollege.net  
 

Talented Writers  
Iôve been impressed with some of the work our Junior School 
students are producing.  The following poems were written 
by students in 7.5 depicting their feelings about the recent 
bushfires. 
 

Fire Bug   By Serena Carter, 7.5  
Have you no heart? 
Do you feel no guilt? 
Are you aware of how many deaths you have caused? 
Women, men and children; 
Their blood is on your hands. 
You may never be able to redeem yourself 
But you can turn yourself in.  
This type of behaviour is not acceptable 
And you will suffer the consequences. 
 
 

Bushfire Poem   By Kelsey Brennan, 7.5  
Fire enclosed on 
The innocent town  
It enters the settlement  
Uninvited 
It surrounds the unexpected  
Not sighted 
Creeps up the walls 
Fear and despair falls 
Upon that 
Sad Saturday. 

CFA you will never, ever give up.  I know it; remember you 

are the heroes in this situation.  So fight the fires, save the 
residents and try to save the homes.  Thank you for your 
assistance in this situation and it will be remembered and 
never forgotten; as the heroes in this world are always 
among us.   By Michael Antonakis, 7.5  

 

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS  

ASSISTANT  PRINCIPAL õS REPORT  

MR STUART  BABER  

A Parentsô VCE Guide 
The role parents play in supporting their child at school 
contributes significantly to their childôs well being and 
academic success.  This is particularly the case at year 12. 
The following points may be useful to you in supporting your 
child: 

¶ Guide, support and encourage your child 

¶ Donôt nag 

¶ Donôt tell them they will fail if they donôt work harder 

¶ Encourage healthy eating, regular exercise and plenty of 

sleep 

¶ Take their efforts seriously 

¶ Create an effective workspace in the house 

¶ Take a whole-family approach to supporting the student  

¶ Donôt overload them with domestic chores 

¶ Let them know that youôre there when they need you 

¶ Encourage them to believe in themselves 

¶ Remind them of their goals 

¶ Give them positive feedback whenever possible 

¶ Remember the VCE is about them, not you 

¶ Encourage them to take study breaks when necessary 

¶ Help them put the year in perspective  

¶ Keep an eye on their emotional health; look for changes 

in sleeping or eating and see your local doctor if 
concerned. 

 

Education Tax Refund  
Did you know that under the Governmentôs new Education 
Tax Refund initiative you could be eligible to claim 50% back 
on childrenôs school education costs? 
You are eligible if you receive Family Tax Benefit Part A or a 
different government payment prevents you receiving Family 
Tax Benefit Part A (for example, if your child receives Youth 
Allowance). 
If you spend up to $1500 on eligible education expenses, 
you can get 50% back.  The maximum you can get back for 
each child is $750 each year. 
What You need to: 

¶ Find out whether you are eligible for the Education Tax 

Refund 

¶ Keep your receipts for eligible education expenses, and 

¶ Claim the Education Tax Refund on your 2008-09 tax 

return or if you donôt need to lodge a tax return, claim 
the refund using the Education tax refund for individuals 
2009 (NAT 72621) form, which will be available from 
July 2009. 

 
Lodging through a tax agent  
If you lodge your tax return through a tax agent, ask them 
to claim the Education Tax Refund on your behalf.  You will 
need to show your tax agent your receipts for eligible 
education expenses. 



MUSIC NOTES  

MRS  EMILY  FURLONG  

60 New Musicians!  
On Monday the 2nd of March, nearly 60 new Year 7 
musicians had their first band rehearsal.  The students were 
fantastic, they listened well, watched well and made some 
very interesting noises!  Miss Sullivan and I both think that 
this years group shows amazing potential ï we canôt wait to 
hear the next rehearsal.  Parents are welcome to drop in for 
a listen if they are free on Monday afternoons.  
A reminder to parents  - these new musicians need to 

practice five days a week for ten to fifteen minutes . 

  

AMEB PRACTICAL EXAMS 2009  
Sitting an AMEB exam provides students with an excellent 
goal for solo performance and we strongly encourage 
students to be involved.  
Students who are sitting an AMEB exam in May/June will 
have a notice sent home from their teacher with details of 
costs.  Please fill in and return with payment to the Finance 
Office by no later than Friday the 13th of March.  No Year 7 

students will involved in this session. 
May/June  Exams : Cut Off Date (all payments must be 
finalised) by 13th March.  
There are also AMEB practical exams held in November, so 
this is not the last chance for 2009.  
   

AMEB THEORY EXAMS 2009  

Sitting an AMEB Theory exam provides students with an 
excellent goal for understanding music and we strongly 
encourage students to be involved. 
Students sitting 6th grade practical exams (and above) will 
need grade 3 theory to receive their certificate.  So not only 
does the music theory help students understand how music 
is composed and written, but it is essential as they move up 
the AMEB grades on their instrument.  Itôs a great idea to 
start theory young to óget it out of the wayô. No Year 7 
students will involved in this session. 

May Exam   Cut Off Date (all payments must be finalised) by 
13th March.  
There are also AMEB Theory exams held in August, so this is 
not the last chance for 2009.  

AFTER SCHOOL STUDY PROGRAM 
Wednesdays, Library 3.20 - 4.15pm  

Ms Judith Makray , After School Study Coordinator  

Parents please note that staff will be available on these 
nights to assist students with all areas of their study.  In 
addition, students are asked for their input so that we can  
provide the appropriate help and materials.  Some weeks 
there will be specific skills addressed which will arise out of 
course contents eg. writing analytical text responses, how to 
use your new calculator.  Please encourage your child to 
attend and any queries are welcome. 
 

PACTS Report  
Ms Janet Incledon, Careers Coordinator  

Congratulations to those parents of our Year 9 students that 
attended one or both sessions of the PACTS (Parents As 
Career Transitions Support) program during the past two 
weeks.  It is always useful gaining more knowledge about 
how to support our children with their transitions from 
secondary education to further education and training.  
For those parents who missed out on these PACTS 
workshops, Youth Connect is offering two Community 
Workshop PACTS sessions in March this Year. 
You will find out:  
* How to support your teenager with career ideas and 
decisions 
* About study and training options available to young people 
in School (VCE, VCAL, VCE) and beyond (TAFE, University, 
Apprenticeships). 
Sessions coming up  
Daytime : 10.00ð12.00noon Tuesday 24 March 
Evening :   6.00ð8.00pm Tuesday 24 March 
Venue:  Youth Connect 
Ground Floor, 261 Centre Rd, Bentleigh (corner Rose Street) 

If you are interested in finding our more about the free 

PACTS sessions or would like to book your place please 

contact Mary at Youth Connect 

Phone - (03) 9557 6233 

Email  - m.licciardo@youthconnect.com.au 

             SUNDAY WORKING BEE  
              Sunday 22 March, 2009,  8.00am - 12.00noon  

                We need your HELP!!!  

We need parents, students and staff to assist in the completion of a number of grounds and maintenance 
tasks around the college.  It would be helpful if participants are able to bring their own gardening and maintenance tools. A t 
the end of the working bee there will be thank you sausage sizzle provided for all the people who have donated their time to 
assist in this activity. 

If you would like some more information please contact the General Office on 9579 1044.  

Please complete and return this slip by Friday 13 Marcy 2009 to the General Office or email:  
baber.stuart.s@edumail.vic.gov.au 

#  

Working Bee return slip  

I/we ____________________________ will be able to attend the working bee on Sunday 22 March 2009.  

The area I prefer to assist in is: (please tick)     

 Ã  Garden maintenance   Ã    General clean up        Ã Maintenance     Ã Planting     Ã Painting        

 Number of adults attending         Number of children attending  

The Rotary Club of Moorleigh Moorabbin is keen to recruit 
more members from the local community.  If you are 
interested in joining please email Geoff Gray at: 

geoffreygray@bigpond.com 

mailto:m.licciardo@youthconnect.com.au


IMPORTANT DATES  

TERM 1   2009 

Wed 28th January ð Friday 3rd April  
 

March  
Monday 9   -  Labour Day  

Tuesday 10  -  Year 10 Driver Ed Excursion - 1 

Wednesday 11  -  Intermediate Round Robin 

Friday 13   -  Years 11 + 12 óTaming of the Shrewô Excursion 
                       Night 
   - Year 12 DFT Bendigo Excursion 

Saturday 14  - CATIA Air Show Excursion 

Monday 16 - Friday 20   -  Year 9 óAdvanceò Bogong Camp 

Monday 16 - Friday 20     -  Year 9 City Camp (9.3 + 9.4) 

Tuesday 17  -  Year 7 & 10 Immunisations (all) 

Thursday 19  -  Year 11 Orienteering Excursion 

Friday 20   -  Southern Zone Swimming 

Monday 23 - Friday 27     -  Year 9 City Camp (9.5 + 9.6) 

Monday 23  -  Year 7 Band 5 Note Rehearsal day 

    - Year 7 Music Internal Camp (Concert at 5.00pm) 

Tuesday 24  -  VCE Drama Excursion - all day 

Thursday 26  -  G&T Information Night 

Friday 27   - Year 12 Art Excursion 

Monday 30    -  Year 7 - 12 Progress Reports handed out 

Tuesday 31  -  Year 7 Famous Faces Incursion - all day &  
      Night 

April  
Wednesday 1   -  Parent Teacher Interviews (4.00 - 7.00pm) 

Friday 3   - End of Term 1  

Monday 20   - Start of Term 2  
 

Emailing of School Newsletter    

  -   Jane Kramer, School Secretary  
The newsletters can now be accessed by logging 
on to the following website:  

http://www.bentleighsc.vic.edu.au/newsletters.htm 


