
 

óBEING THE BEST YOU CAN BEô 

 

PETER STEVENS PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE 
 
Last Friday we had the pleasure of opening the Peter 
Stevens Performing Arts Centre. Peter worked at the College 
for over ten years and was the Leading Teacher in charge of 
the Performing Arts before retiring at the end of 2007.  
He was instrumental in raising the profile of the Performing 
Arts in the college and directed many school plays and 
organised Speech Nights. He also implemented a program 
called Culture Vultures where parents, students and staff 
attended theatrical performances. 
 
Peter investigated many different ways to improve the 
performing arts facilities in the college. At the end of 2005 
Stage 1 funding became available and Peter worked with the 
architects to help design the refurbishment of the existing 
school hall into a Performing Arts Centre. This centre now 
has instrumental practise rooms, music classrooms, drama 
facilities and retractable theatre seating. Peterôs vision 
enabled this project to provide the college with an 
outstanding facility which delivers exceptional student 
learning opportunities.  
 

 

 
 

 

 
Peterôs speech concluded with ñ This is a space where groups 
of musicians, actors and supportive crews work together on 
creative and logistical problems that they have to solve in 
order to meet the demands of the production values. What 
more could any parent want for their child? What better way 
of learning lifeôs lessons can a student have? What more can 
a school offer?ò I know that Peter was honoured and 
acknowledged all others who were also part of this dream 
that became a reality. Congratulations Peter! 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS  
 
The focus for our students at Bentleigh Secondary College is 
to achieve their very best and to continually improve their 
learning.  
 
An important part of this focus is the partnership between 
school and home, between teacher and parent/guardian and 
student. Parent-Teacher interviews play a key role in this 
partnership  where all three parties meet to  discuss the 
studentôs achievements, progress and strategies for 
improvement. 
 
For 2009, the Parent Teacher Night arrangements must 
change in order to ensure that the college complies with the 
new Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development (DEECD) Guidelines regarding pupil free days, 
and with the guidelines regarding teacher workload 
contained in the Victorian Government Schools Agreement. 

DEECD guidelines stipulate four common pupil free days per 
year for all Victorian government schools.  These are the 
only days that schools are permitted to assign as pupil free.  
The first three of these mandated days took place on 
January 28 -30, and the fourth will take place on June 12 
and will be used for completion of the Semester 1 reports.  
 
The new arrangements for our parent interview.  
Date:    Wednesday, April 1  
Time:    4:00-7:00pm   by appointment only  
Venue:   Learning Centre. 

These arrangements will reduce the time available for 
interviews and I apologise for this reduction in access 
brought about by the new guidelines. However, I wish to 
again stress the importance of these interviews and also 
encourage you to contact your child's teachers via telephone 
or email when you wish to discuss his or her progress. 
 
Interview appointment sheets will be distributed to students 
on Wednesday 25 March and their progress reports on 
Monday 30  March.  
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Peter unveiling the plaque in the foyer of the 
Performing Arts Centre  

The Staff Choir debut performance  



JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS  

ASSISTANT  PRINCIPAL õS REPORT  

MR HUGH  J ONES  

Below is some really positive feedback we received from a 
Senior Constable in the Victorian Police Force who also 
happens to be a parent of one of our students.  
 
ñI attended the Bayside, Glen Eira and Kingston SRC 
Cluster Meeting yesterday at Moorabbin TAFE and just 

wanted to let you know how proud I was of Bentleigh 
Secondary School students.  In a room full of student 
leaders your representatives behaved in an exemplary 
manner, participating in discussion, showing pride in their 
achievements thus far and keen to work together to do 
good things in the future, for themselves, the school and 
the community in general.   I just thought they deserved a 
pat on the back!!ò 
 
The Gifted and Talented Program  
The information evening for the G&T Program for 2010 will 

be held on Thursday March 26th at 7.30pm.  Please see 
the advertisement below. 
 
National Ride2School Day 2009  
Wednesday 25 March 2009  
It will be the biggest celebration of walking and riding to 
school ever organised, aimed to increase the number of 
students walking and riding to school and improve riding 
skills.  We encourage all students (and parents) to take 
part in this event.  See Mr Jones for more details.  

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS  

ASSISTANT  PRINCIPAL õS REPORT  

MR STUART  BABER  

Moorleigh -Moorabbin Rotary Youth Exchange 
Program  
The well respected Rotary Youth Exchange Program offers 
students a wonderful opportunity for personal 
development.  The 2010 program is now available for 
application.  See Mr Jones or Mr Baber should you be 
interested. 
 
Parking  
Please be aware of Council By-Laws regarding parking 
restrictions outside the school during drop off and pick up 
times.  This applies particularly to blocking driveways.  
Council By-Law officers visit the College regularly.  With the 
increased traffic congestion created by the new commercial 
development in Clarence Street, it would be advisable to 
use the Chesterville Road gate for drop off and pick up. 
 

Bayside Teenage Holiday Program  
Monday 6 April to Friday 17 April 
Activities include movie and snacks, Easter cooking, Luna 
Park excursion, Easter Egg creating, Fencing, Karate and 
drop in, movie and bowling, barbeque and games and 
Cirque Du Soleil. 
Bookings open 8.30am on Monday 16th March and close 
5.00pm on Wednesday 1 April.  
Call 9599 4622 to book. 
 

Working Bee !!!!!!!   
Sunday 22 March  
8:00 am & 12:00 noon  
I am looking forward to seeing many 
parents, friends and students at our inaugural working bee  
 
Your contribution will be rewarded with a sausage sizzle, 
drinks and convivial company at the end of the day.  
 
This is an opportunity for parents to establish a strong 
sense of belonging to our learning community and to show 
their children how much they value the wonderful 

educational opportunities Bentleigh Secondary College has 
to offer.  
 
Local Primary School Principals, Assistant Principals 
and Transition Coordinators Visit  

Colleagues from our local Primary Schools visited our new 
Learning Centre and were excited with the learning 
opportunities that the College is now able to offer.  

 


