
 

óBEING THE BEST YOU CAN BEô 

SCHOOL  COUNCIL  PRESIDENT  

MR CHRIS  DURRELL  

I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of the School 
Council to congratulate Karen Wade on her formal 
appointment as Bentleigh Secondary College Principal. At this 
particularly exciting time in the history of the school, it is 
wonderful to have such a committed and experienced 
educational professional appointed to lead us into the next 
phase of the collegeôs development.  
 

Karen is a person with vision, energy and commitment who 
will be an outstanding Principal of Bentleigh Secondary 
College. Her loyalty to state education and her belief in 

excellence for all students is clear to anyone who has dealt 
with her while she had been in the role of Acting Principal.  
The last position Karen held was Senior Campus Principal at 
Frankston High School; a large leading secondary school with 
an enrolment of 1600; known for its curriculum innovations 
and its outstanding VCE results. During August 2008 she was 
appointed Acting Principal at Bentleigh Secondary College 
until the start of December and was again asked to fill the 
role in Term 1 this year after the retirement of our Principal 
Mr William Leaf. 
 

For the past seventeen years Karen has also lectured part 
time at Monash University in the Diploma of Education/
Bachelor of Education programs in Psychology and 
Mathematics Methods and in theoretical pedagogy subjects 
such as Educational Psychology and Teaching and Learning. 
This tertiary experience, along with the completion of a 
Master of Educational Studies degree, illustrates her ongoing 
commitment to being an active learner at the forefront of 
educational practice.   
 

Karen has demonstrated that she is an excellent team leader 
and manager who is well equipped to face the challenges 

that lie ahead in education. School Council heartily endorse 
Karenôs appointment and look forward to working closely with 
her to help the college and its students reach their full 
potential.  
 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank retiring 
School Council President, John Holmes for his commitment 
over many years to Bentleigh Secondary College. John stands 
down after 14 years on School Council, including 8 years as 
President. He has made a very significant contribution to the 
school over that period and I know he took great heart in 
seeing the completion of the schoolôs rebuilding program. 

Thankyou John on behalf of School Council and the college 
community for your efforts and we wish you all the best for 
the future.  
 

At the recent School Council Annual General meeting I stood 
for and was appointed as School Council President. I am 
looking forward to working closely with Karen, School 
Council, staff, students and parents to ensure we continue to 
develop as an educational community and to deliver ongoing 
improvements in the educational experiences and outcomes 
for our students.  

  PRINCIPAL õS REPORT  

MRS  K AREN  WADE  

I am thrilled to have been 
appointed as the Principal of 
Bentleigh Secondary College and 
am excited about leading this 
learning community in the future.  
I believe schools must provide 
opportunities for the development 
of the skills and capacities young 
people need to lead creative, 

satisfying and productive lives.  

As principal one of my key educational priorities is to ensure 
students have access to curriculum activities which broaden 
and deepen their experience and values personal effort and 
excellence.  
 My vision is to develop students who: 

¶ will be engaged in their learning and become lifelong 

learners who will develop resilience and optimism  

¶ are independent learners, whose learning styles are 

extended by teachers who use a wide range of teaching 
strategies and learning technologies  

¶ will utilise technology that will provide them with 

experiences that enable them to develop an international 
perspective  

Hence they will acquire the values to become responsible 
global citizens. 
 

CIVIC COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE  
 

I attended a lovely Anzac Day ceremony last Sunday which 
was hosted by the Glen Eira City Council. School Captains 
Rory Anderson and Stephanie Weinert accompanied me and 
laid a wreath on behalf of the Bentleigh Secondary College 
Community at the Cenotaph. We also remembered the 

Anzacs during our whole school assembly yesterday with 
Elaura Carter and Matt Lello delivering an excellent 
presentation to students and staff.  
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JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS  

ASSISTANT  PRINCIPAL õS REPORT  

MR HUGH  J ONES  

OPEN NIGHT - WEDNESDAY  APRIL  29 TH  

Next Wednesday evening, we will be having our Open Night 
for families wishing to find out more about our college.  
There already seems to be a great deal of interest about the 
programs and facilities we have to offer, and on Open Night 
the college opens its doors to allow families to see classes in  
action.  Our students lead tour groups, with the assistance of 
staff, and it is a great opportunity for all of our learning 
community to showcase the learning and teaching that takes 
place in all areas of the college.  Below are some poems 
from year seven students which are just some examples of 
the activities on show at Open Night.  
 
I am Poem    By Lachlan Finnegan 7.3  

I am a snowy owl with an unusual sense of justice I wonder how 
long our small planet will survive I hear the world singing its song I 
see words coming out of peopleôs mouths I want the madness to 
stop I am a snowy owl with an unusual sense of justice  
I pretend to have lots of money  
I feel scared about our planet  
I touch the sky  
I worry about the population  
I cry because of the dread that engulfs some of us I am a snowy owl 
with an unusual sense of justice 
I understand that no -oneôs perfect 
I say that our aspirations are our possibilities I dream that the 
worldôs a better place I try to throw my goals as far as they will go I 
hope to find my wishing star I am a snowy owl with an unusual 
sense of justice 

 
I Am Poem    By Aja Ruork 7.3  

I am dazed and spinning 
I wonder if I will ever find my world  
I hear the angels in happy chorus 
I see them celebrate in my mindôs eye 
I want to join them  
I am dazed and spinning 
I pretend to merge with them  
I feel the praise around me  
I touch the hearts of my creations  
I worry they will be taken from me  
I cry for the hopeless hearts  
I am dazed and spinning 
I understand nobody will ever understand me fully I say I have to 
bear the pain I dream I will be understood someday I try to explain 
and give up from the hopelessness I hope someone will come and 
save me I am dazed and spinning 

 
I Am Poem    By Emily Zenge 7.2  

I am inquisitive and joyful  
I wonder how the world was made  
I hear the rustle of leaves on a windy day I see the world pass by 
every day I want to follow my hopes and dreams I am inquisitive 
and joyful 
I pretend to be a book  
I feel the sun on my face  
I touch the beating in my heart  
I worry about the people who cannot find the truth within them I cry 
that I cannot get the minutes that have passed back I am inquisitive 
and joyful 
I understand that nobody knows their heart unless they look deep 
inside I say that nobody is alone I dream of people living life less 
seriously I try to see everyone as they are I hope that I can fly away 
from everyone I am inquisitive and joyful  

NAPLAN TESTS and CALCULATORS  
Mrs Jenny Date - Head of Junior School Programs  

Students in Years 7 and 9 will undertake the National 
NAPLAN tests early in Term 2.  The English tests are spread 
over Tuesday and Wednesday 12th and 13th of May.  The 
date for the two Maths test is Thursday, May 14th.  
It is essential that students are in attendance on these three 
days as the results of the tests assists us to plan for 
improvements in your childôs performance.  Please try not to 
schedule appointments at this time.  
The Mathematics component is divided into a 
calculator and non -calculator test.  Students must 
have their own scientific calculator for this test and 
will be seriously disadvantaged if they do not .  
Students should have a calculator in all their 
mathematics classes as a general rule.  Please buy 
one for your child if they do not already own one 
before the week of the tests.  
If you have any questions regarding the tests please do not 
hesitate to contact me.  
 
LEARNING CENTRE - ñAò BLOCK GARDEN 
Ms Lucy Burden - Head of Year Eight  
At the end of Term 1 Mr Jones and a number of Year 8 
students with green thumbs did some fabulous work on the 
garden between the Learning Centre and A block. This area 
now looks great and has enhanced our school environment. 
Thanks to Mr Jones, Dane Harrison, Renae Harrison, Josh 
Barda, Alex Krisohos, Chris Evans and Josie Donnelly. 

 

 

 

 

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS  

ASSISTANT  PRINCIPAL õS REPORT  

MR STUART  BABER  

Teacher Concern  
Some of our year 12 teachers have expressed concern lately 
over the lack of homework and study completed by some of 
their students.  
Part time jobs and other commitments may need to be 
reduced as we are coming to that critical time of the year.  
Please discuss this issue with your child.  VCE students 

should be studying at least three hours a night.  
 
Mid Year Exams  
These exams for Unit 3 & 4 studies, are only six weeks away.  
Students should have started to revise their work and need 
to be practicing past examination papers. 
There are many outside agencies who organize revision 
lectures.  I encourage all students to think about attending 
one of these sessions.  Please speak to your teacher or Mr 
Dean. 



MUSIC NOTES  

Ms Laura Sullivan  

 
Intermediate Jazz Band  
The Intermediate Jazz 
Band has had a great start  
to 2009. 
The students have been working hard in rehearsals to get a 
set together for our upcoming gig at the Bentleigh R.S.L on 
June 9. This will be a great opportunity for the students to 
showcase their work in the ensemble with many of them 
performing solos in some of the pieces. 
We still do not have a full band, so new players are most 
welcome to join. Vacancies exist in the following areas:  
Tenor Saxophone 2  and  Trombone 3 and 4 
Please come and see me if you would like to play any of the 
above positions. 
 

Year 7 Band  
Following their last fantastic performance on March 23rd, the 
Year 7 Band have continued to improve at a very pleasing 
rate! The students are to be commended for their effort both 
in rehearsals and at home. 
This year for the first time, the Year 7 Band is invited to join 
the rehearsal camp in week 3 of term 2 in Kyneton. The 
rehearsal camp will be a great opportunity for the band to 
continue working through the method book, plus start our 
first few órealô pieces of music! Work on the Melbourne 
Schools Bands Festival pieces will also be introduced to the 
band, so we can get a big head start ready for the August 
performance. 
Keep up the great work Year 7ôs, you are doing a fabulous 
job! 
 

National Brass Championships  

Mrs. Emily Furlong competed in the 
National Solo Trombone Championships in 
Sydney this Easter holidays.  This 
competition is an annual event open to all 
musicians in Australia and New 
Zealand.  Many professional orchestral and 
defense force musicians perform each year 
and the competition is fierce. This year, Mrs. Furlong came 
second in the Trombone solo competition, a brilliant effort.  
 

Music Rehearsal Camp  

The Annual Music Rehearsal Camp is in week three this term 
and payment and forms are due by Monday the 27th 
of April .  At the two day camp in Kyneton, the Year 7 Band, 
Intermediate Concert Band and Symphonic Wind Ensemble 
will be rehearsing in small groups, sectionals and in their full 
bands.  The camp is a time of great musical improvement 
and team building.  

TESSA ï SEEING EYE DOGS AUSTRALIA  
Mrs Linda Richardson - Laboratory Technician  

Over the last 11 months I have had the privilege and 
responsibility to raise a puppy for SEDA. 
Tessa has accompanied me to school every day and has 
proved to be a popular member of the school community. 
The students and teachers have all had many questions 
about her training and how it was going and were very 
respectful of the rules involved.  
I think it has proved an extremely positive exercise for all 
involved and has helped Tessa to become confident in all 
situations. 
On the 9th May Tessa will return to SEDA to commence the 
next stage of her training. This will take about six months 
and I am quite sure she will graduate with honors.  
There have been many students who have become quite 
involved with Tessa so I hope they come and see her before 
she leaves. 
Tessa will be missed by all of us but I am sure she will 
succeed at becoming a great Seeing Eye Dog and changing 
someoneôs life dramatically. 
I would like to thank Mrs Wade for indulging me and 
allowing me to get another puppy in a few months when I 
will have to put all I have learnt from Tessa and SEDA into 
practice once again. 
 

 
 
GREEK EASTER  
Mr Paschalis Karakehagias  
Part of the Greek curriculum is to celebrate Greek Orthodox 
Easter traditions every year. One of these traditions is the 
dying and cracking of the red eggs.  
This year Jesse Loucas won the year 7 red egg cracking 
competition. He had to beat another 26 contestants. Well 
done Jesse!! Guess who won the year 8 competition??? Yes, 
you guessed it right - it was the old master, Mr. K who won. 
Everybody in the class said that he was cheating, because he 
brought the eggs to school. This reminds me of the fable of 
the fox that could not reach the grapes and said ñThese are 
sourò. Good luck next year guys!!!!! 
 

SCIENCE OPPORTUNITY FOR YEAR 9 STUDENTS  
Mr David Audesho - Science/Health Domain Head  
The Rotary Club is sponsoring students to attend a three day 
hands-on practical science program for students who will be 
entering year 10 in 2010.  This program is conducted in 
various Australian universities and tertiary institutions and 
includes a wide variety of practical activities, excursions, 
career information and interesting presentations by leading 
Australian scientists and engineers. 
 
For further information visit www.scienceexperience.com.au  
and see me if you are interested in applying for this great 
opportunity.  

Bentleigh Secondary College  
Trivia Night  

Get ready! Start brushing up on your trivia in preparation 
for the big night!  The BSC Fundraising Trivia Night will 
be held on Saturday the 16th of May  in the 
PAC.  Tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for students 
and concession.  Order forms for tickets will be 
distributed to all students next week and would be 
returned to the Finance Office. So start organising your 
table of 10.   
Parents, students, family members and friends are most 
welcome. 


