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Bentleigh Secondary College has a lot to offer  
During the last few weeks hundreds of parents have visited 
Bentleigh Secondary College to see whether our college is the 
right school for their child. Visiting parents have participated 
in guided tours which enabled them to see firsthand what it 
is like to be a student at Bentleigh Secondary College. They 
are highly impressed with how our students are focussed on 
their studies and proudly wear the college uniform. They are 
equally impressed with the courteous manner in which our 
students and staff welcome visitors to our college. They 
comment positively on our magnificent facilities and grounds 
which support our students in achieving quality learning 
outcomes. They are also amazed with the high quality 
technology infrastructure which students utilise throughout 
the day to enhance their learning.  
 
Open Night was held last Wednesday 29th May.  Over 350 
people attended, and again the feedback from the 
community was extremely positive. I think the local 
community is realising that Bentleigh Secondary College is 
creating a wonderful learning culture and we are developing 
into a great school. 
 
Congratulations to Ms Nola Rees Head of Pedagogy and Ms 
Laura Sullivan Transition Co-ordinator for organising our 
Open Night.  A big thank you to my dedicated team of staff 
and students who attended and ensured our tours were both 
enjoyable and informative. Please direct any enquiries 
regarding enrolments of 2010 Year 7 students to Mr Hugh 
Jones, Assistant Principal-Junior School. 
 

Police Show Band Visit  
Last week we were lucky enough to have a visit from the 
Police Show Band. Over two hundred students and staff 
packed the Performing Arts Centre to hear a mixture of pop, 
swing and jazz items being played. 
Thank you to Mr Peter Whitford for organising this great 
event. The band leader complimented our studentsô 
behaviour and their appreciation of the musical performance.  

 

 

Music Camp  
I had the pleasure of attending the Music Camp last Tuesday 
Night at Kyneton. It was wonderful to see the interaction of 
the students from different year levels throughout the college 
and the interaction between students and staff. After dinner 
the bands rehearsed and then all students were involved in 
team building musical activities. I would like to thank Mrs 
Emily Furlong our Head of Music for organising such a 
successful Music Camp and all of the other staff members 
who gave up their time to attend this worthwhile event.  
Special thanks to parents Kim Molineux and Sandra Bradshaw 
for staying Tuesday and Wednesday to support our teaching 
staff. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Glen Eira Sports and Aquatic Centre  
I had the privilege to attend this exciting announcement with 
Sarah Berchy Junior School Captain and Chris Pocknee 
Deputy Junior School Captain. This new development will be 
wonderful for the college as we are situated so close to this 

new facility. Sarah and Chris have written the article below.  
 
ñOn Friday 24th of April we were invited to attend the 
announcement of the Glen Eira Sports and Aquatic Centre at 
the East Boundary Pool, along with Mrs Wade.  The Federal 
Government has recently committed $10 million to aid in the 
construction of the facility.  The State Member for Bentleigh, 
Mr Rob Hudson was there to make the announcement and 
Hotham Labor MP, Simon Crean said that there had been 
debates over the future of the pool for years leading up to 
this announcement.  The centre will include a 50m outdoor 

pool, a 25m indoor pool, a hot -water pool, a learn-to-swim 
pool, a spa, sauna and steam rooms, a stadium with three 
multi-purpose courts, a cr¯che and a gymò. 
 
Building the Education Revolution  
Bentleigh Secondary College applied for funding as part of 
the Federal Governmentôs Building the Education Revolution 
Fund and has been fortunate to receive a $200,000 grant.  
The grant will be used to enclose the year seven learning 
area and to refurbish the outside of D Block.  These building 
works will be completed by the end of this year.  
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Fundraising Committee  
The new fundraising committee is up and running.  Our first 
activity involves selling stock from the old uniform shop 
during parent teacher night at the end of last term.  We 
raised $3,200 which will support our grounds and student 
facilities.  Thank you to the parents, students and staff who 
helped with the organisation of this event.  

 
CHESS PROGRAM AT BENTLEIGH  
Ms Nola Rees and Dr. Intha Chetty  
Today Years 9.4, 7.1 and a handful of year 8 students 
commenced Chess coaching lessons under Chess Master 
Leonid Sandler. 
The students were very enthusiastic and seemed to already 
have a good knowledge of basic chess principles. Many were 
able to distinguish between good and bad moves and 
discussed why alternatives would be better.  Leonid taught 

participants the finer points of the beginning game, the 
middle game and the end game; and he taught us about 
eight secret moves. 
After the discussion the students were paired to play actual 
chess games which were undertaken with great enthusiasm 
and competitiveness. We did notice that all students were 
happy to assist those who were less proficient which was 
extremely pleasing. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANZAC DAY HONOUR  
Alex Marshall of 9.4, had the honour of performing for the 
volunteers at an ANZAC day public gathering at the Kilmore 
bush fire reconstruction site last week.  
Many of the adults who had given their best to help others 
recover from the bush fires had tears in their eyes.  
A number of volunteers shook Alexôs hand.  Alexôs 
participation has given him an insight into the importance of 
ANZAC day.  
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Early Student Departure  
No student is to leave the college grounds during the school 
day unless they are on an excursion or they have written 
permission from a parent/guardian.  The college does not 
accept students going home for lunch or visiting 
neighbourhood shops. 
Students with written parent authorisation to leave school 
prior to normal departure time must present their note to 
their year level head to leave early.  On departure the 
student should sign out in the VCE Centre. 
Unless there is an unexpected and urgent need, 
parents should not come to the General Office to ask 
for their child to be collected before the end of the 
school day.  

 

WORKING BEE  
It is with anticipation and enthusiasm that we look forward 
to this termôs working bee.  The achievements of our term 
one working bee were inspiring to us all.  This termôs 
working bee will be on Sunday May 31st  from 8.00am to 
12.00pm.  Morning tea and lunch will be provided.  
Projects for this term include completing planting of the 
Wetlands and painting.  A return slip with choice of areas to 
assist will be in the next newsletter.  

 

POSITIVE PARTNERSHIPS -  Workshop for 
parents of students with an Autism Spectrum 

Disorder  
The Department of Education and Workplace Relations will 
hold a Positive Partnerships Workshop for parents of 
students with an Autism Spectrum Disorder in Frankston on 
May 14th and May 15th.  This will be the sixth parent 
workshop conducted in Victoria in 2009.  Feedback from 
previous workshops has been extremely positive. 
The workshop is free and open to parents of primary or 
secondary students attending mainstream or special schools.  
Parents who attend receive a comprehensive manual and 
access to ongoing support from a key local facilitator for 3 
months after the workshop.  The focus of the workshop is on 
forming positive partnerships between school and families to 
improve the learning outcomes of students with an ASD.  
There is also a focus on linking parents to existing support 
networks within their area or helping them to create a 
support network if there is a need.  
If you would like more information and a copy of the 
registration form please contact Jane Kramer on 9579 1044 
or email kramer.jane.j@edumail.vic.gov.au  
 

FREE ANTI VIRUS SOFTWARE  
Mrs Helen Arhontis -  Learning Technologies  
Coordinator  
We are offering a free copy of the latest Symantec Antivirus 
to all students.  If students would like a copy they need to 
bring a blank CD with their name clearly written on it and 
stating which operating system they have (XP or Vista).  This 
CD should be left with the technicians in the ICT office which 
is situated in the Library.  
 

BREAKING NEWS!!  -   Mrs Annette Schout  

Our Intermediate Girlsô Softball team became the Southern 
Zone Champions  yesterday and will be aiming to become 
the State Champions on 20th May.  Go girls! 


