
 

óBEING THE BEST YOU CAN BEô 

PRINCIPAL õS REPORT  

MRS  K AREN  WADE  

CREATIVITY WEEK  
This week we celebrated Creativity Week at the college. At 
our whole school assembly I spoke about one definition of 
creativity which is broken down into four characteristics. The 
first characteristic is that creativity involves thinking or 
behaving imaginatively. Secondly the imaginative activity 
needs to be purposeful. Third, these processes must 
generate something original and fourth, the outcome must 
be of value in relation to the objective.  
 
I also spoke about Leonardo da Vinci who was well known 
for his creative works. He was a scientist, mathematician, 
engineer, inventor, anatomist, painter, sculptor, architect, 
botanist, musician and writer. His ideas were imaginative, 
purposeful, original and did provide value.  
 
 
 
Our guest speaker was Dr David Nisbet 
an ex student from the class of 2000 
who is now a postdoctoral research 
fellow in the Department of Materials 
Engineering at Monash University. David 
spoke about some of his stem cell 
research and gave hints to the students 
about how to do their best in their 
studies. 
 
 
Mrs Rees our Head of Pedagogy invited the students to think 
creatively and talked about two projects we are running at 
the college. One is to create an outdoor chess set and the 
second is to think about ideas for an outdoor mural.  
 

The Symphonic Wind Ensemble 
performed and sports and art awards 
were presented. Two VCE students Jake 
Donnelly and Kristoffer Fennell read out 
the poem "Ifò by Rudyard Kipling. Marija 

Tomic of Year 10 spoke about her work 
with the Foundation for Young 
Australians and Kirstin Griffiths and 
Chris Stanlake of Year 11 gave a report 

about what the Student Representative 
Council has planned for the rest of the 

year. 
 
A highlight for the students was hearing from one of our 
teachers Mr Peter Whitford about how you can be creative at 
different times of your life. Peter showed the students the 
Aria awards that he won as a member of the band, óThe 
Avalanchesô and spoke about some of the famous people he 
has performed with. Peter then gave us a performance on 
the drums which was outstanding.  

 

 

ATHLETICS SPORTS 
The athletics sports took place on Friday May 8th and was 
held at the Duncan McKinnon Reserve. Many students 
participated and enjoyed the day. Fawkner House came first 
on 934 points, second was Hawker 847, third Dendy 836 and 
Wickham came in fourth place with 710 points.  
 
Jake Greeley and Chelsea Miller, Fawkner House Captains 
were presented with the college athletics trophy at the 

assembly. Thank you to Mr Jarrod Main for organising such a 
successful day and to all of the staff for ensuring that the 
events ran to schedule. Twenty six college records were 
broken on the day. Congratulations to our record breakers: 
Joanna Ly, Robert Blair, Jordon Cooper, Cameron Martini, 
Brydie Steinfort, Marlee Davidson, Jake Greeley, Damien 
Edwards, Taylor Mc Donald, Lauren Wolf, Luke Barda, Sang 
Jeon, Holly Herdman, Kathryn Elmer, Mark Ramanathan, 
Derek Evans, Courtney Dreaneen, Lisa Morrison, Phillip 
Portelli, Allison Bellew, Albin Swahn, Lisa Morris and 
Johnathon Pereira. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS  
Congratulations to three of our staff members Mr Stuart 
Baber, Mrs Jenny Date and Mr Colin Hutchins for receiving 
Department of Education and Early Childhood Development 
35 Year Service Awards last Tuesday night.  What a 
wonderful contribution they have made to State Education!  
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JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS  

ASSISTANT  PRINCIPAL õS REPORT  

MR HUGH  J ONES  

Leadership opportunities in the Junior School  
Taking up leadership roles in years 7, 8 & 9 provides 
students with the opportunity to work with a wide range of 
other students, and to work with staff in situations quite 
different from a classroom environment.  Each class has 
class captains and vice captains, there are Student 

Representative Council (SRC) members at each year level 
and there are two Junior School leaders chosen from year 
nine students.  The year eight leaders met recently and 
came up with a wide range of initiatives to make the year 
eight program even more effective.  Each year level 
leadership group will meet regularly and report to year level 
assemblies.  Five Junior School students will be joining our 
Head of Sustainability, Mr Thomas at a very important forum 
in June and this is a different form of leadership and 
opportunity, but one that is very beneficial to both the school 
and the students.  Our SRC is developing a much more 

significant role in the school, and Junior School students will 
have a real opportunity to share ideas, develop skills and 
support the college. 

 

YEAR 7 REPORT 
Mrs Sue Blackmore - Head of Year 7  
The year is flying by!  And the Year 7ôs have been very busy 
settling into secondary school life. 
The changes were huge for most, with lots of different 
classes, different teachers and rooms, lots of books, lots of 
things to remember and just finding their way around the 

college.  Most have been able to do this with ease, while 
there are still a few who have not quite got it right yet.  
Term 1 was our ñtransitionò term in regards to the above 
ñsettling inò stage.  Whereas Term 2 we are getting right 
down to business.  The Term 2 homework sheet was sent 
home in Week 2 and hopefully this has been put in an easy 
to see place at home so that both students and parents 
know exactly what homework and class projects are due and 
will give students an opportunity to get organised during the 
week to prevent rushing to complete work at the last 
moment. 
Students would also benefit from the After School Study 

Program conducted in the Library on Wednesday after school 
until 4.30pm.  This is an opportunity for students to get help 
with any subject as well as complete projects, do homework, 
use library facilities and computers.  Staff are present to help 
and it would be great to see more Year 7ôs there each week. 
We have had a lot of successful sporting feats so far this 
year and I congratulate all the Year 7 students involved in 
the various teams.  There is still plenty of opportunity for 
students to join a team and complete against other schools.  
The Winter uniform is to be worn during Terms 2 and 3.  I 
am very pleased with all of the Year 7ôs who are wearing the 

correct winter uniform.  It looks very warm and smart on 
cold days.  A reminder though, to please name all pieces of 
clothing so that I can return lost property quickly when I find 
it.  Sports uniforms can still be worn on Tuesday, however, 
the navy school track pants are the only ones that should be 
worn along with the Rugby jumper (optional) - the school 
jumper can be worn instead.  
Some students are getting to school quite late in the 
mornings - they should be at their lockers by 8.45am and 
lined up at their first class at 8.55am.  

The school camp at Rumbug is on June 3rd.  This was our 
camp that was postponed due to the bushfires in February.  
A letter was sent home last Friday with information about 
this camp.  The letter had a reply slip on the bottom of it, to 
ensure that all parents/guardians received the letter.  If I do 
not get a reply slip by Thursday 21st May, then I will be 
phoning home to make sure that all are aware of the camp 
dates and details.  The weather will be cold and possibly 
wet, so please make sure your son/daughter has enough 
clothes and shoes (preferable old) to cover the 3 days.  
I had the opportunity to go on the Year 7 Music Rehearsal 
Camp in Kyneton and was very impressed by the level of 
musical talent we have in Year 7.  I do know that they all 
practice very hard and attend their music lessons at school 
on time which is another important facet of their schooling.  
Overall, I am, along with Mr Jeff McConchie and all year 7 
teachers very pleased with the behaviour and effort of year 7 
students in all areas of the college.   
If there are any concerns, please donôt hesitate to call myself 
or Mr McConchie or email me on 
blackmore.sue.f@edumail.vic.gov.au . 
The Class Captains for 2009 are:  
7.1  Corey Smith  and Daniel Wilson 
7.2  Aaron Allamby and Bianca Molineaux 
7.3  James Rasool and Alexia Kafalitis 
7.4  Stella Lisle and Daniel Tashlick 
7.5  Serena Carter and Michael Antonakis 
7.6  Amy Gowling and Jay Blitsas 
7.7  Isabelle Wallace and Max Saarelaht 
These students will meet with Mrs Blackmore and Mr 
McConchie regularly to discuss issues relating to Year 7. 
 

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS  

ASSISTANT  PRINCIPAL õS REPORT  

MR STUART  BABER  

Study Skills  
Students should now be developing regular study habits.  In 
the Senior School student organiser, there are great hints on 
where and how to study, motivation, goal setting, note 
taking skills, essay writing, research strategies, memory skills 
and stress management. 
I encourage all students to have a look at this valuable 
resource and discuss how they can use these techniques to 
develop better study skills, which are vital for Years 10, 11 
and 12. 
 

Parents Victoria Online Conference  
Parents of primary and secondary students are warmly 
invited to take part in the third online conference to be held 
by Parents Victoria.  The conference will be held non stop on 
the internet from 6.00am Monday 18th May till midnight 
Sunday 24th of May.  The conference will feature live daily 
online discussions and there will also be one continuous 
week long discussion on the topic óWhat support do parents 
need to be active participants in their childrenôs learning and 
developmentô.   



MASTER CHEF WHO? 
Mr Paschalis Karakehagias - Greek LOTE Teacher  
Where was George Kalombaris to see and taste our souvlaki? 
Last Monday year 7 Greek students enjoyed ñSouvlaki a la ñ 
Bentleighò, one of the most well known delicacies of our 
school. 
It was not an easy task to keep them away from the BBQ. 
They came for seconds and some of them were ready for 
thirds, but unfortunately our supplies were not enough to 
satisfy their hunger. Jason Kyriakos and George Spanos 
(pictured below), over enjoyed  themselves.  
 Mr. K was happy because they cleaned up everything. He 
was lucky to save a couple for himself. 
 

 
 

Student Leadership at Year 8  
Ms Burden, Head of Year 8  
Last Friday the Year 8 Class Captains had their first meeting 
with myself and Mr Kobayahsi. The group were very 
enthusiastic and discussed important issues such as how to 
keep the Year 8 locker area clean, how to ensure that all 
Year 8 classes run smoothly and with an emphasis on 
learning. The students came up with some fantastic ideas. 
Throughout the year these student leaders will be asked to 
contribute to improving the ñcultureò of Year 8. This week 
the Year 8 Vice Captains will have a similar meeting. Josie 
Donnelly and Chris Evans are the Year 8 representatives on 

the collegeôs Student Representative Council. 
 

YEAR 11 STUDIO ARTS EXCURSION TO óTOP 
ARTSô 
Ms Sue Hansen, Art Teacher  
On Friday 15th May, the Year 11 Studio Arts class went on an 
excursion to the National Gallery of Victoria to see the óTop 
Artsô Exhibition at Federation Square. 
Students initially visited the International Gallery at 180 St 
Kilda Rd for both an informative lecture delivered by one of 
the gallery education staff and then a viewing of the Design 
Process folios. These folios were created by the Art and 
Studio Arts students of 2008, whose Year 12 Unit 4 work 
was chosen for display because of their A+ standard. 
Our students were impressed and inspired by the creativity, 
robustness and quality of the thematic work on display. The 
viewing of individual sketchbooks was good preparation for 
our students, as they embark on their own thematic design 
process as part of Unit 2, next semester. 
We then walked briskly up to the Australian Gallery at 
Federation Square to view the óTop Artsô exhibition itself. 
This consisted of a range of highly finished and diverse art 
works that were completed using a wide range of mediums, 
from sculpture to painting and photography.   
The day was completed with each student writing a brief 
response about the work that most inspired them.  
Hopefully, this inspiration will be followed through in their 
own work during Creativity Week and their Unit 2 folios.  
 

Michaela Chapman and Kathryn Giafis of Year 11  

ñ GIRLS JUST WANNA HAVE FUN ! ò 
Girls Only Lunchtime Sport in the Stadium 

Are you a girl who wants to have fun and get fit ?  
Every second Tuesday commencing April 5th starting 
at 12.30pm.  Activities including Pilates, Cheerleading 

and Aerobics.  Bring your P.E. Uniform.  For enquires 
see Miss Jenkin in the P.E. Office.   

             SUNDAY WORKING BEE  

              Sunday 31 May, 2009,  8.00am - 12.00noon  
                We need your HELP!!!  

We need parents, students and staff to assist in the completion of a number of grounds and maintenance tasks around the colle ge.  It 
would be helpful if participants are able to bring their own gardening and maintenance tools. At the end of the working bee t here will be 
thank you sausage sizzle provided for all the people who have donated their time to assist in this activity.  

If you would like some more information please contact the General Office on 9579 1044.  

Please complete and return this slip by Wednesday 27th May 2009 to the General Office or email:  baber.stuart.s@edumail.vic.gov.au 
�� ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --- ----------------------------  

Working Bee return slip  

I/we   will be able to attend the working bee on Sunday 31 May 2009.  

The area I prefer to assist in is: (please tick)     

 �…  Garden maintenance   �…    General clean up        �…�� Maintenance      �…�� Planting     �…�� Painting        

 Number of adults attending    �…  ����    Number of children attending    �… 


