
Dear Parents and Students 
 
Bentleigh Secondary College has always fostered independence and resilience in our students. When 
we moved to Online Learning, the skills we layered at each year level were put to the test, and our 
students demonstrated their ability to thrive. 
 
The preparedness of our students was one we could be proud of, especially at the senior 
level.  Providing a blend of synchronous (to be completed together as a class, e.g. a MS Teams 
lesson) and asynchronous tasks (to be completed in their own time, e.g an IBL Project) allowed 
students the freedom to manage their time to the best of their abilities and make the most of the 
resources and support when necessary.   
 
In an interview with the Sun Herald, Tia Lambas School Captain stated, “As a whole community I felt 
that we were really well prepared for the transition.  We were already used to accessing work 
online, both at school and at home via Compass.  As we settled into remote learning it became less 
surreal and I found myself thinking what it will be like when we return.”  
 
Indeed, as the end of Online Learning approaches, we start to reflect on everything that has come 
from it; improved technological use, lessons in self-awareness, and improved hand hygiene. Now we 
look to assess what elements of Online Learning should stay with us long after the period of 
necessity ends.   
 
I encourage you to continue to talk to your children about good hygiene practices that have been 
widely publicised. Information about COVID19, including guidance on good hygiene practices is 
available at the DHHD website: https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus 
 
As previously mentioned, the school has made some significant changes to their daily operations to 
ensure the wellbeing of our students and staff.  Students must adhere to signage, It’s in your hands 
to socially distance and It’s in your hands to sanitise, as well as use the signed entry and exit points 
of all buildings. Student toilet facilities have been designated as Year 7 students will use the  Year 7 
Precinct toilet facilities;  Years 8 - 9 students will use the PAC toilet facilities and Years 10 - 12 
students will use the VCE/da Vinci toilet facilities  
 
In accordance with the Department's regular Infectious Diseases Policy, please keep your children 
home if they are unwell until symptoms resolve and seek medical assistance as required. Again I 
remind all our families that everyone can protect against infections by practicing good hand hygiene 
and respiratory hygiene. Here are some tips that everyone at our school can follow: 

o Cover your mouth and nose when coughing and sneezing with a tissue, or cough into your elbow. 
o Dispose of the tissue into a bin and then wash your hands afterwards. 
o Wash your hands regularly, after using the toilet, and before eating. 

Refer to Health promotion materials: 
Wash your hands regularly - poster 
Cover your cough and sneeze - poster 
Be a Soapy Hero! 
 
Have a great weekend! Stay Safe! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Helene E. Hiotis 
Principal 

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/health/pages/infectiousdiseases.aspx
https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/about/publications/policiesandguidelines/wash-your-hands-regularly-poster
https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/about/publications/policiesandguidelines/cover-your-cough-sneeze-poster
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/campaigns/soapy-hero

