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Welcome to Bentleigh Secondary College

I believe schools must provide opportunities 
for the development of the skills and capacities 
young people need to lead creative, satisfying and 
productive lives. 

As principal, one of my key educational 
priorities is to ensure students have access to 
curriculum activities which broaden and deepen 
their experience and value personal effort and 
excellence. 

My vision is to develop students who:

•   will be engaged in their learning and become 
lifelong learners developing resilience and 
optimism 

•   are  independent  learners,  whose  learning 
styles are extended by teachers who use 
a wide range of teaching strategies and 
learning technologies 

•   utilise technology that will provide them with 
experiences that enable them to develop an 
international perspective 

Hence they will acquire the values to become 
responsible global citizens.

We are a college where teacher – student 
relationships are highly valued, allowing all to 
feel engaged and connected as a community of 
learners.  A learning community, where students, 
parents and all staff are committed to strong and 
constructive relationships that achieve successful 
outcomes for all students.  Students who feel safe, 
challenged and supported by a positive school 
culture will ‘be the best they can be’. 

The Bentleigh Secondary College Code of Conduct 
is based on the following principles: 

•  the right to learn

•  the right to be treated with respect

•  the right to be safe

Bentleigh Secondary College is a thriving, well 
resourced school, proudly supported by its local 
community.

Mrs Karen Wade
Principal



The transition from primary to secondary school is a significant 
milestone in a child’s education. At Bentleigh Secondary 
College we carefully plan for this transition as this move is 
often from a small school to a much larger school. The focus 
is on assisting our younger students to settle in as quickly as 
possible ensuring they feel connected and engaged with our 
learning community. We work very closely with our feeder 
primary schools to develop a clear picture of the learning 
needs of our new students. 

The Year 7 Centre helps create a sense of belonging and 
security. Our Year 7 transition program has a pastoral focus 
that includes a significant teacher, personal learning subject, 
transition camp and peer support. The Year 7 team works 
closely with students and parents to establish positive 
relationships that create the foundation for future success.

Transition to Year 7



Bentleigh Secondary College gives all students 
access to a comprehensive curriculum that is 
challenging and exciting. We base our curriculum, 
our teaching and our approach to students on a 
belief that all students are able to achieve.  

In Year 7, all students study a common program 
that covers English, Maths, Science, Humanities 
(History & Geography), Art, Music & Drama, 
Food Technology & Textiles, Physical Education & 
Sport. All students also study a Language Other 
Than English.  Students choose from Greek, 
Japanese or Indonesian.

The college offers a Gifted and Talented program 
which caters for the special learning needs of 
students in Years 7 to 9 with high academic 
potential.  Grade 6 students sit a selection test for 
entry into the program. 

In Year 8 and 9, the core program continues with 
an increasing focus on the academic challenge 
that secondary school brings.  We continue our 
concentration on high expectations of effort, 
behaviour, co-operation and working to potential.

Students are taught to take progressive steps in 
goal setting, time management, respecting others 
and in being part of a positive, high achieving 
school culture. 

Students begin to choose some elective subjects in 
Year 8 involving a rich experience in the Arts and 
Technology areas.

In Year 9 we take students to meet their community 
through the Leaning Journey program and in doing 
so, they become more independent, resilient and 
resourceful learners.

Junior School (Years 7-9)



The Senior School at Bentleigh Secondary College 
places great emphasis on students having 
a positive attitude to every aspect of school life 
and on generating an enthusiasm for self-directed 
learning.

A highly disciplined and collaborative work ethic 
among staff, students and their families ensures 
a strong focus on VCE or VET (Vocational Education 
and Training) success and on identifying successful 
career pathways.  Our emphasis is on developing 
confident and purposeful young adults with 
realistic aspirations for meeting the challenges they 
will face in their chosen careers.

As members of the Senior School, Year 10 students 
are challenged and supported to think positively 
about their future pathways and their leadership 
responsibilities.  The college’s focus on academic 
excellence continues in the Senior School with 
all students commencing their VCE program 
at Year 10.

Bentleigh Secondary College offers a wide range 
of VCE studies and vocational (VET) options 
designed to give students a broad access to post 
secondary studies and diverse career pathways. 
Every student in the Senior School is assisted, 
through individual counselling, to develop 
an individual career pathway that provides 
a global perspective and a sense of direction.

At the college we offer VET programs in 
Automotive and Hospitality.  Other vocational 
pathways are available through TAFE and other 
providers.  

A variety of programs for enhancement 
throughout the Senior School are available, 
including first year university studies offered 
from Monash University and The University 
of Melbourne.

Our VCE Centre creates an adult learning 
environment that allows for excellent collaboration 
between students and staff. This includes a Year 12 
Study Centre that is readily accessible during school 
hours and after school.

Year 12 students are active leaders within 
the college. Our Senior School Captains take 
responsibility for a range of programs and activities 
that create a strong sense of belonging within 

the college community.

Senior School (Years 10-12)



Beyond the Classroom Our students are actively encouraged to participate in a range of activities beyond the classroom.

Performing Arts

There are a whole range of opportunities for 
students in the Performing Arts. Our annual college 
production showcases the talent and commitment 
of our students and staff and is a genuine highlight 
of the year. 

Sport

The sports program gives all students at the college 
the opportunity to participate in a wide range 
of sporting activities and is designed to cater to 
all students’ interests and needs. Our two court 
sports stadium and extensive ovals and grounds 
provide our students with the facilities and space 
to enjoy a rich variety of sport. Athletic and 
swimming carnivals are organised for the whole 
college where the focus is both on competition 
and participation.  We believe this helps encourage 
our students to find active, healthy and positive 
outlets in our local community.

Camps, Tours and Events

Throughout the course of their education, there 
are numerous camp and travel opportunities 
such as the Japan Tour, Central Australia trip, 
interstate and international music tours, year level 
and outdoor education camps. Events including 
college formals, debutante ball, competitions, 
debating, chess, spellathon and the homework 
club are some of the many opportunities available 
for our students.

Student Leadership

At Bentleigh Secondary College we promote 
student leadership and student voice. The Student 
Representative Council, College Captains, Class 
Captains, The School for Student Leadership, 
Sustainability team and other co-curricular 
opportunities offer our students a real voice 
within the college and the local and international 

communities.

Sustainability

Successful students develop a culture of lifelong 
learning. Empowering students to adopt 
sustainable practices at a personal level creates 
a culture of optimism, where they experience the 
fact that they can make a difference. Bentleigh 
Secondary College has a strong vision for a 
sustainable future and we are a leading example 
for other schools and community groups. 

Instrumental Music

The Instrumental Music program at Bentleigh 
Secondary College is a strong, vibrant, ever growing 
part of the college. The program encourages all 
students to participate in music and we have 
many ensembles on offer, including concert bands, 
jazz bands, section ensembles and choirs.

Our senior ensembles successfully compete each 
year in the top state wide bands’ festivals. The senior 
ensembles tour nationally and internationally. An 
active parent committee, “The Friends of Music”, 
support this exemplary program.



Bentleigh Secondary College offers outstanding facilities for  
student learning. These facilities create a great sense of purpose 
and pride for all members of our learning community and help 
bring out the best in all our students and staff. 

Our outstanding facilities include: a two court Sports Stadium; 
Performing Arts Centre and Theatre; VCE Centre; Library and 
Resource Centre; Information Technology Centre; Science 
Learning Centre; Year 8 open plan Learning Centre; Year 7 Centre; 
wetlands environment and outdoor learning area; hospitality 
kitchen; automotive workshop; and a Year 7 harvest garden.

Our buildings are connected to a high powered wireless network 
that enables students to access state of the art eLearning 
throughout the college. These facilities have an exemplary 
sustainability design, including water conservation and solar 
power installation, and are surrounded by carefully planned 
indigenous water wise landscapes.

Our Facilities



At Bentleigh Secondary College we prepare our students for life 
in the 21st Century. We enhance our students’ international perspective 
through a range of programs and experiences which embrace 
cultural diversity. Our accredited International Students program 
attracts students from a variety of countries. The college also hosts 
international students and teachers on short term study tours and 
organises overseas tours for our students. All of these opportunities 
increase our learning, awareness and sensitivity to the value of cultures 
other than our own.
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A Global Perspective

MELBOURNE

EAST BENTLEIGH

Vivien Street, East Bentleigh Vic 3165 
PO Box 186, East Bentleigh Vic 3165
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