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The Victorian Government has released its plan for easing coronavirus (COVID-19) restrictions. All schools will continue 
to provide remote and flexible learning for the remainder of Term 3.  

5 – 9 October (first week of Term 4)
Online Learning will continue for all students. VCE students who are undertaking a Unit 3 and 4 subject will attend 
school for the General Achievement Test (GAT) on Wednesday 7 October.

On-site supervision for children of permitted workers and vulnerable students will continue to be provided consistent 
with existing guidelines.

From 12 October
Year 11 and 12 students will now attend on-site schooling full time, and Year 10 students enrolled in a VCE program 
will attend on-site for these classes. Online Learning will continue for all students in Years 7 to 10. A date for the return 
of these year levels (7 – 10) to face-to-face learning will be subject to further health advice.

This next stage of school operations both contributes to the continuing efforts to reduce the spread of coronavirus 
(COVID-19) and ensures our Year 12 students can undertake the GAT after the holidays and any other assessments. 
They have been working incredibly hard to complete all the coursework and are now preparing for the end of year 
examinations.   

It clearly requires again the flexibility, adaptability and resilience that have been demonstrated so widely across our 
community. I am very grateful to all parents and carers and the broader Bentleigh community for their efforts and 
support.  

Please take care and stay safe over the break. I look forward to opening the school doors and welcoming you all back!
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL REPORTS
MS SCHY PREWETT, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - CURRICULUM, FEEDBACK AND PRACTICE

We now welcome our VCE students back to Online Learning. 

I would like to acknowledge the amazing resilience our students have shown during this challenging time, moving from 
Onsite Learning to Online Learning and back again.  I appreciate that many students are feeling the added stress of 
the lockdown this second time around but know that soon enough we will be back together again, learning at school.

For those members of our community who are concerned with how our students will manage to progress in their 
learning during Online Learning, there have been various studies done by educational researchers both during the 
Hurricane Katrina and the New Zealand Earthquakes, showing that when students missed large portions of education, 
students have recovered quickly from this gap in learning. In many cases students have actually had more gains than 
their peers in the years after, thanks to the skills in resilience they had used during this uncertain period. We can feel 
reassured that the learning for this period has not stopped thanks to the high-quality Online Learning Bentleigh has 
implemented.

Bentleigh Secondary College has been working hard to ensure that the Online Learning experience is addressing the 
needs of the students as best as possible, as well as taking into consideration the amount of work the reality of Online 
Learning is having on students and teachers alike. 

We appreciate any feedback that our community can give so we can continue to improve on the experience of our 
student. Thank you to those who have participated in the Online Learning survey for this term, so we are able to reflect 
on how to better the Online Learning experience for our students as well as follow up with any concerns you may have. 

 

 

Staff Mask Making @ Bentleigh 
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MR ARUN KARUNARATNE, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - WELLBEING, ENGAGEMENT AND PATHWAYS

Despite the ongoing disruption, Bentleigh Secondary College has continued to provide a qualityTeaching and Learning 
program. To further assist our Year 12 students with their exam preparations, the students were provided with the 
opportunity to attend additional sessions via online workshops. In conjunction to this, students have had access to 
ongoing Wednesday afternoon tutoring sessions, conducted by Ben Taylor. Ben is an experienced VCE, GAT and 
NAPLAN Assessor.  In addition to the weekly sessions, Ben facilitated two workshops with the primary focus on the 
English component within the General Achievement Test (GAT). During these two workshops, he modelled GAT 
style questions and provided the students with the necessary skills and knowledge to best tackle the upcoming GAT 
examination. 

Our Senior School Leaders along with the Careers and Pathways Coordinator has been extremely busy in supporting 
our senior students through their Special consideration and Special Entry Access Scheme applications (SEAS), 
counselling students with early entry into TAFE and Universities and course/career counselling.

The Wellbeing Team at Bentleigh Secondary College have had a busy but an extremely productive and successful 
Term. The team has had success with the implementation of the ‘Wellbeing Screening Tool’ for all students across 
Year 7 – 12. This is an ongoing screening tool, which is pushed out regularly to gather informative data to create 
resources and implement strategies that will support our students. 

General Mental Health and Wellbeing Tips

Perspective – try to see this time as unique and different, not necessarily bad, even if it was something you didn’t 
choose.
Connection – think of creative ways to stay connected with others including social media, email and phone. 
Be generous to others - giving to others in times of need not only helps the recipient, it enhances your wellbeing too. 
Is there a way to help others around you? 
Stay connected with your values, don’t let fear or anxiety drive your interactions with others, we are all in this situation 
together. 
Daily routine – create a routine that prioritises things you enjoy. Maybe this means you get to sleep in a little, go for a 
swim in the ocean on your lunch break or even do things you have been meaning to do but haven’t had enough time 
to in the past such as reading that book, or watching that show.
Regular exercise, eating well and getting enough sleep are also important in looking after ourselves during this time .
Try to see this as a new and unusual period that might even have some benefits. 
Limit your exposure to news and media. Perhaps choose specific times of the day when you will get updates, ensuring 
they are from reputable and reliable sources.

Where do I go for further help?  

Contact your GP or the Child and Adolescent Health Service in your area.
For help finding an appropriate referral contact Lifeline on 13 11 14. 
Children and young people can phone Kids Help Line 1800 55 1800 or access web and email counselling.
www.kidshelp.com.au   

Parents can phone the Parent line in their State for support: https://kidshelpline.com.au/parents/issues/how-
parentline-can-help-you   

Government Assistance https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/help-emergency    www.health.gov.au , 
www.headtohealth.gov.au 

Sourced from Lifeline.org.au
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MR MARC KOENIG, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - WELLBEING, ENGAGEMENT AND CONNECTEDNESS

WETLAND PORTABLE SAILS

Online Learning has returned and I am amazed at the resilience demonstrated by so many students to adapt to this 
way of learning. We are grateful for all the emails coming through informing us of success stories and appreciation of 
the work put in by teachers to support their learning. These emails certainly lift the spirits of all staff. While there are so 
many success stories, we are aware that there are others who are particularly challenged by Online Learning. Please 
continue to reach out for support through HOYLs, the Wellbeing Team or Principal Class Team.

WebEx Online Parent Teacher Interviews appeared to be a great success for the vast majority. While there was the 
occasional technical issue and parents missed the opportunity to see the grounds and say hello to other parents, the 
feedback has indicated very few negatives. On a positive note, parents enjoyed the convenience, ability for parents to 
log in from different locations, private interviews, more time, and a lot quieter, while still being able to see their child’s 
progress through staff sharing their screen. This was the preferred option and perhaps a way in the future for the 
majority of interviews being online while still providing some times for face-to-face interviews for some parents. Thank 
you to all the parents who sent through feedback to help us improve our practice.

Work on our buildings and grounds never stops. We are continuing to make improvements to create better learning 
spaces for our students. During these times, there has been an understandable focus on OHS and Safety. The back 
oval is being upgraded with improved pathways, seating areas and shade by planting additional trees. 

Stay Safe. Looking forward to everyone being back at school and seeing the college buzzing with student voices and 
laughter.
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YEAR 9 ART AND YEAR 11 VCD
Ms Sarah Hamilton, Visual Arts Teacher

Year 9 Art 

For their first remote learning task, the Year 9 students were given the challenge of recreating an artwork of their 
choice. They could use any interpretation that they thought was appropriate. After careful planning, the students 
developed some fabulous work, which showed off their creativity. These artwork recreations have been a joy to look 
at, and I commend the students for their efforts! 

Year 11 VCD 

The Year 11 VCD students are currently undertaking their ‘Type and Imagery’ outcome. As their first task, they were 
asked to select a poem of their choice. They then had to create a type poem poster that expressed the meaning of 
their poem using expressive type. They had to carefully consider type anatomy when creating their posters, including 
typeface selections and the use of kerning, tracking and leading. The have produced some beautiful work, and they 
should be proud of their efforts! 

CRISTINA PIZZOLANTE - YEAR 9.2
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KIANA DALTON - YEAR 9.5

MADELINE GREEN - YEAR 9.2
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LUKE OUTTRAM - YEAR 9.4
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ALIYA WHELAN - YEAR 11

ANGELINA MASON - YEAR 11
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Year 8 Science Project
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MUSIC NEWS
Mr Andrew Albanis, Head of Music
Instrumental lessons have continued with great success over Term 3. Well done everyone.
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STRAVA HOUSE CHALLENGE 2.0
Ms Rachael Rosenbrock and Mr Ben Hall, Sport Teachers

New Accessories

On Monday July 27 over 150 students and staff signed up and were ready to go for our second Strava House 
Challenge.
It was a little different this time because not only could you walk or run over the seven days, we all had to wear a new 
accessory – a mask.

To make it even more interesting we held small challenges throughout, Wednesday involved uploading a photo 
wearing a mask for an extra point, or 2 points for wearing a house colour mask. Friday participants were awarded 
double points if they ran. And over the weekend if you recorded 20km, you received an extra 5 points to your house!!!

Over seven days we clocked up 3,107.32km!! 300km shy of the distance from Bentleigh to Perth!

The results:
 
1st FAWKNER on 1199.27km
2nd DENDY on 867.37km
3rd HAWKER on 524.55km
4th WICKHAM on 516.13km
 
Special mentions to our individual athletes for their high km’s
 
- Chelsea Whittle (Dendy) 171.88km

- Edmar Sonza (Dendy) 117.26km

- Will Chrimes (Hawker) 103.16km

- George Fowler (Fawkner) 94.07km
 
House spirit award goes to: Bailey Fitzsimon (Fawkner) for his positive energy to everyone no matter their house 
team...he also did his bit for his house and accrued 70.51km.
 
Thanks to everyone involved.
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In Year 9 Advance, students have been working on a ‘Carbon Footprint Task’, where they had to create a project at 
home that would reduce their carbon emissions for their household. The students were very enthusiastic undertaking 
the activity as you can see by the final projects below which include:

Repotting olive trees

Making shopping bags from old clothes

Creating bucket hats from old jeans

Making garden beds from old household furniture 

Making toothpaste

Making key rings out of chip packets

Designing solar panels for households

Composting

What a great job all those students did.

ADVANCE
Ms Taylah McConachy, Advance Co-ordinator

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Repotting olive trees

Making shoppng bags from old clothes
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Creating bucket hats from old jeans

Making garden beds from old household furniture
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Making key rings out of chip packets

Making toothpaste
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Composting

Designing solar panels for households
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Ms Katie Parker-Vukusic, Wellbeing Teacher Counsellor and Ann Marsh, Nurse

WELLBEING NEWS

Wear it Purple Day started ten years ago to support young LGBTIQ+ people at work and school. Last Friday, staff 
at Bentleigh Secondary College donned purple clothing to celebrate the day.  By wearing purple, staff hope to 
demonstrate to the school community their support for diversity. The staff at Bentleigh Secondary College work hard 
to support students in their learning and wellbeing and want all students to know that they have a right to feel safe 
and be proud of who they are.
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IMPORTANT DATES

SEPTEMBER

End of Term 3
Friday 18 September 

School Holidays
Saturday 19 September to Sunday 4 October

OCTOBER

Start of Term 4
Monday 5 October

 GAT Test 
(for all students undertaking a Year 12 subject)

Wednesday 7 October

Year 12’s return to onsite learning 
Monday 12 October

(Years 7-10 remain home)

 Last Day of Year 12 classes
Friday 23 October
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CLASSIFIEDS


