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Our teachers are making the most of the advantage our students gain by participating in the Early Commencement 
Program. These classes are certainly considered to be formative in the development of skills and knowledge that may 
have been missed, particularly in this COVID-19 year. The Early Commencement Program will conclude on Friday 
11 December.  In the following week. Teachers will undertake professional learning, review data and discuss the 
implementation of Tutor Program.
 
Our 2021 Year 7 students have received an invitation to attend the Orientation Day on 8 December 2020 and we look 
forward to meeting them all.
 
Our Virtual Presentation Night Excitement is Building
We may not be celebrating together at Kingston Town Hall this year but we are absolutely committed to producing a 
standout virtual event when we livestream our Presentation Night on Monday 14 December. The Presentation Night 
Team are currently working to produce and direct a magnificent tribute to our wonderful staff and our students who will 
be recognised with Academic, Music, Sport, Community Service and Leadership awards. Presentation Night is always 
long remembered for its musical items – including a fabulous ‘Finale’, and I do assure everyone that the restrictions of 
a virtual event will not diminish the impact of the event for our school community.  Our Year 12 students and a select 
group of students per year level will be onsite to receive their awards, including some live performances and their 
parents can observe this virtually. In addition, our Class of 2020 will receive their Graduation Award Certificates, their 
Bentleigh Graduation Sash, as well as a Commemoration Pack at Presentation Night.
                  Cont....
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL REPORTS
MS JENNY VLAHANDREAS, ACT. ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - CURRICULUM, FEEDBACK AND PRACTICE

Week 1 of Early Commencement has been a most successful week. It has been with great eagerness that students 
and teachers have met their new classmates and are beginning the important work of building relationships in their 
new learning communities. 

“Be an expert who is learning, not one that has learnt” were powerful words that Tracey Ezard shared with the 
teaching staff during the post COVID professional learning day on Friday October 30. Bentleigh Secondary had 
resumed with all students on Campus and the week leading up to the professional learning session had the school 
community reconnecting and once again becoming familiar with onsite learning and processes. We discussed how 
the collaborative communication and planning strategies that we all relied on as teacher/learners during remote 
learning, can be translated into our classrooms for student collaboration, a powerful strategy to improve student 
learning outcomes. Tracey helped us to expand our understanding of resilience and to extend it to an understanding 
of developing ‘anti – fragile’ learners; these are learners, who in the face of adversity and challenge, develop a ‘bring 
it on’ attitude. This has led to careful planning for our Early Commencement Program, including discussed actions 
and behaviours we want to retain, through evaluating what we were doing and identifying what we could be doing, to 
continue to build learning culture, trust and purpose.   

In our PLC meetings this term, teams have continued to work on developing rubrics for the Effective Learning Behaviours 
(ELBs) of students, identified collectively by staff. Josh Purcell and Carrie Bloomfield have led the development of 
the ELB rubrics during the year, and it is extremely rewarding to see that the rubrics will be ready to be trialled during 
Early Commencement. It will be interesting to gain feedback from our students about how useful these new rubrics are 
in supporting skill growth and development in our students, that can be utilised to continue their growth as learners. 

Our Learning Leadership Program at Year 10 has begun and this week students explored Personal Strengths. They 
workshopped scenarios to develop advice that could be given to peers when faced with challenges at home, school, 
work or with peers. The Learning Leadership classrooms will gradually be evolving as galleries capturing each group’s 
learning growth as they progress through the year.

Next week we will focus on defeating Negative Self Talk and by the end of Early Commencement, every student 
should have developed a poster depicting ‘Who Am I – Now’. The resources for this program have been developed 
utilising the department’s FUSE resources that have been specifically created to support the social and emotional 
learning of our students. Meeting the Year 10s at their level assembly this week, led by their head of year level, John 
Karydis, I was very impressed with their attendance, uniform and interest in the important information that Mr Karydis 
had prepared, welcoming them to Senior School.

Computer reimaging will begin on Monday 23 November for our Year 10 (2021) cohort. Classes have been emailed 
their day for this to occur. Our ICT Team, led by Adam Nagy, will collect the class computers in the morning and have 
them reimaged, ready for collection that same afternoon and ready for use in early commencement and 2021. There 
is no cost to families for this process. Students finishing in Year 12 are asked to bring their computer to ICT once they 
have completed their final exam and they will be emailed with their collection time - no cost to the families. Please be 
aware that the general ‘life cycle’ of a device is approximately 3 years.  All students require a digital learning device 
to undertake their education at Bentleigh Secondary College and we have information if required, that can assist with 
decisions on purchasing the appropriate device.

A formal invitation has been forwarded to all Year 12 students. There will also be a gallery where parents can go in 
and watch small video clips that include: 

•         Virtual Art and technology Exhibition 7 – 12

•         College Production presented on Marie Curie STEAM Party

•         School Memories 2020 

I will very much look forward to celebrating the evening with our school community as 2020 comes to end and we 
reflect upon, and appreciate for one more time, our marvellous school community.
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Finally, I would like to share a recent, positive experience; it is a privilege to have the opportunity to work with young 
people and one of my personal beliefs is that kids never let you down. In the busy time of VCE exams, we were faced 
with the challenge of packing up a stadium full of tables and chairs. Mr Koenig and I requested some assistance from 
Year 8.3, only if they could spare a few minutes. Before we knew it, everyone was there, lending a helping hand! Today 
they had a small treat at lunchtime to thank them for their assistance. 

Take care everyone and I hope the new found freedoms, post COVID, allow you the opportunity to reconnect and 
find time to share time together with family and friends.

MR ARUN KARUNARATNE, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - WELLBEING, ENGAGEMENT AND PATHWAYS

e-Safety Commissioner is Australia’s national independent regulator for online safety. e-Safety strives to deliver 
comprehensive, compassionate and citizen focused services. Their purpose is to help safeguard Australians at risk 
from online harm and to promote safer, more positive online experiences. 

I encourage all parents and carers to access some important information around online safety for your child. Click on 
the following link that will provide you on ‘Tips on how to help your child achieve a healthy balance in their online and 
offline activities’ 

The above article covers the following information:
How much is too much?
Signs to watch for
What to do if you are concerned
Help your child manage their online time
Set boundaries for digital devices use in your home
A number of downloadable resources for parents

SchoolTv

I encourage you to access our link to SchoolTV for a special feature on ‘Resilience’. Resilience is key to address 
mental health issues. According to Dr Michael Carr-Gregg, we need to allow our kids to experience adversity. There 
is a tendency to shield our kids because parents have become a bit over-protective. Click here to access resources 
on resilience via the SchoolTv.
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MR MARC KOENIG, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - WELLBEING, ENGAGEMENT AND CONNECTEDNESS

I have been impressed with the positivity shown by students in taking on the challenges of a new year level. Middle 
School students are encouraged to read their English texts over summer. Additional reading just for pleasure is also 
encouraged. All senior students receive holiday homework. It is imperative that students complete this work and are 
up to date and ready to start next year. 

I would like to acknowledge the fantastic work done by the Sub School Team this year.

Head of Wellbeing, Engagement and Leadership (Senior Years 10-12)
Jenny Vlahendras

Head of Year 12
Phoebe Lindsay

Head of Year 11
John Karydis

Head of Year 10          
Mitch Wedderburn    

Head of Wellbeing, Engagement and Connectedness (Middle Years 8 & 9) 
Toby Mahoney 

Head of Year 9
Lana Goldstone

Head of Year 8
George Tissera  

Head of Wellbeing, Engagement and Transition (Year 7) 
Josie Phillips

Head of Year 7
Lindsay Wilson

Wellbeing Team
Wayne Davis
Katie Parker-Vukusic
Alissa Cassar
Judy Tauber-Ifergan

VCE exams. The remaining works are booked in to begin 2 December. 

These wonderful leaders worked collaboratively to support students with their learning. They advocated for their 
cohorts, were approachable and endeavoured to assist with transition to school or beyond, subject selections and help 
students understand how they learn to maximise potential all the while upholding school values and professionalism. 

There is a blitz on uniform infringements at the moment. We are aware there are challenges for some students 
accessing new uniforms due to their growth during lockdown. If this is the case please provide your child with a note 
in order for them to receive a uniform pass from their Head of Year Level. They are expected to see their HOYL before 
school. The lesson we’re trying to teach them is to communicate.

Works continue in the college and continue to provide students with the best learning spaces possible. Our wonderful 
volunteers have been busy planting in our new garden beds. The building permit for the new shade sail and synthetic 
grass outside the wellbeing centre finally came through. We managed to get the shade sail up before we has to cease 
work to keep the area quiet during VCE exams. The remaining works are booked in to begin 2 December.
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WORLD TEACHER’S DAY

Sarah Tonkin, Year 10 student has got great skills to create Origami works.  These are a family of tiny cranes!  I cannot 
fold like these because my fingers are too big to do it!!  Well done, Sarah!  Great work!!  

Nobu Kobayashi, Japanese Teacher

ORIGAMI CRANE MAKING
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YEAR 7 HALLOWEEN DRESS UP DAY
Ms Lindsay Wilson, Head of Year 7
On Thursday October 29, the Year 7 students dressed up in their spookiest and most creative costumes to celebrate 
Halloween. The dress up day was a part of the Year 7 Homegroup Challenge so students who dressed up were 
awarded points which contributed to their homegroup’s tally.

The winner of the most creative costume was Will Lonergan for coming as the green ‘among us’ character.  
The best couples’ costumes was awarded to Nitzan Dromi, Maslin Lockyer and Rosie Guy as Sully, Mike and Boo 
from Monsters Inc.

We were so impressed with all the fabulous costumes worn on the day. Honourable mentions go to the crayons, Alvin 
and the chipmunks, our minions, zombies and too many more to mention. Special mention also goes to our best 
dressed teacher combo of Ms. Adams and Ms. Myles who dressed up as Kath and Kim.

Congratulations to all the Year 7’s who participated in our Halloween dress up day.
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YEAR 7 AND 8 SCHOOL OF MAGIC
Ms Josie Phillips, Head of Wellbeing, Engagement and Transition 

In recognition of all of their efforts during online learning and as a ‘thank you’ for their hard work, our Year 7 and 8 
students were given the opportunity to learn some magic tricks from Cosentino the Magician. Cosentino came virtually 
to our school to perform some of his tricks and let our students in on some of his secrets! 

At the end of the magic show and lesson, they also had the opportunity to ask Cosentino a range of questions, and 
we learnt about his time on some reality TV shows, as well as his time at school. In particular, it was fantastic to hear 
about how it was when he discovered magic and that he found his passion for learning. 
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BENTLEIGH OAKS DAY FASHIONS
Jake Murphy, Year 11 Student
On November 5, the school underwent a fabulous event highlighting red-carpet ready fashion and striking hats. We 
had the pleasure of seeing students from Years 7 to 11 showcasing Oaks Day inspired outfits, big smiles and an 
abundance of enthusiasm. The entire student body turned up to support our cat walkers and the atmosphere was 
filled with music you could strut to and cheers from the audience. I would like to thank all those who helped in the 
new Bentleigh tradition. A special thanks to Ms Torrance and Ms Cumming for judging all the looks, especially as we 
acknowledge that it was a really difficult decision due to all the stunning outfits. 

I would also like to thank Ms Egan for MC’ing on the day and Ms Rosenbrock for providing the upbeat music. The day 
evoked a sense of student support and newfound confidence that was so amazing to see. A congratulations to all those 
who participated in the glamorous event and of course to our winners! The Oaks Day Fashion Show is something that 
brought the BSC community together and we cannot wait to see what next year has in store for us.
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
Mr Craig Tyrrell, Head of Sport and House

11/17/2020 RENEGADES PULL OFF SUPER-OVER SPECIAL - Herald Sun, 11/16/2020

https://metros.smedia.com.au/heraldsun/PrintArticle.aspx?doc=NCHRS%2F2020%2F11%2F16&entity=ar05501&mode=image 1/2

A wonderful performance by Ella Hayward our Year 11 student, taking four wickets for the Renegades in a win over the 
Stars.  Well done Ella!
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MUSIC NEWS
Mr Andrew Albanis, Head of Music

In weeks 8 and 9, we will be having our Instrumental Nights online via Teams. Parents have been sent a link where 
they will have access to view the evening. This is a first for us, and we are looking forward to seeing our students step 
up and demonstrate some of their achievements.

Staff have also been preparing our students for the pre-recorded performances to be viewed on Presentation Night. 
Some excellent work, thank you to all who have put in their hard work, especially under the current climate.

It is great to have everyone back and having music playing in and around the vicinity of the Performing Arts Centre. 
We have managed to play music and keep everyone COVID safe.
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Mr Wayne Davis, Head of Wellbeing & Mindfulness

WELLBEING NEWS

 

 

Kingston Youth Services are excited to welcome guest speaker Sharon 
Witt to present at our upcoming online parent information night. 

Sharon has been immersed in the teen world for over three decades in 
her role as a Secondary teacher, Author and Presenter to adolescents and 
their parents around the country. She is a regular media commentator on 

issues impacting young people, parenting and educational issues 

Topics covered:  
- Practical strategies on how to build resilient young people 
- How to help your young person manage their well being 

- When to seek additional support for your child’s mental health 
 

 

       Registrations are essential 
 

 This event is for the City of Kingston community – live, work or study. 
 Targeted for parents/carers of young people aged 12-25. 
 Questions? Courtney McGill 1300 369 436 courtney.mcgill@kingston.vic.gov.au 
 Register online: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/free-online-parent-information-

night-sharon-witt-tickets-127957559505 

 

FREE ONLINE ZOOM SESSION 
WEDNESDAY 25 NOVEMBER 

7pm-8pm 
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CLASSIFIEDS

LIBRARY NEWS
Ms Robyn Zienow, Library Technician

IMPORTANT DATES

DECEMBER

Livestream of Presentation Night
14 December


