
Bentleigh Secondary College 2018 1

PO Box 186, East Bentleigh 3165
Telephone: 9579 1044
Facsimile:  9579 2720

bentleigh.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au
CRICOS Provider Code: 00861K

“Being the best you can be”

The right to learn.
The right to be treated with respect.

The right to be safe.

Newsletter
BENTLEIGH SECONDARY COLLEGE

MS HELENE HIOTIS

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

2ND EDITION
27TH FEBRUARY 2018

We have had many visitors to the college including prospective parents,  students, university partners, teachers, and 
community representatives. All of our visitors have been extremely interested to see our college in operation and 
to hear about our school. On Thursday March 1, 2018 we will hold our Year 7 Meet and Greet Evening. This is a 
wonderful opportunity for parents/guardians to meet their child’s teachers, support staff and other key staff and discuss 
the progress of their child. Our new cohort of students have settled into secondary college life extremely well!

School commences at 9.00am and concludes at 3.15pm. To enable your child to have the opportunity to learn and 
succeed, it is vital that all students are in attendance and ready to commence learning at the beginning of the day. This 
is the time when our teachers commence teaching and provide instructions. Arriving late means they miss out on vital 
information that helps them prepare for assessment tasks. It is important that our students develop habits of regular 
and punctual attendance.
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It is with great pleasure that I welcome new staff to our College, pictured below:

Hayden McLennan - Health & PE, Josh Mulder - Maintenance, Maria O’Leary - Maths, Lara Papworth - Health & PE, 
Robert Wallace - Maths
Other staff we welcome: Abby O’Brien - Health & PE, Julie Torrance - Textiles, Paul Frangioni - Wood,
Valerie Augustin - Maths & Science, Wayne Bracegirdle - ICT and Henry Russell - Laboratory Technician.

Home Study Expectations
Success at secondary level requires our students to have a balanced and consistent approach to their studies. The 
setting and completion of home study is viewed as an integral part of the education process at Bentleigh Secondary 
College. This will reinforce and enrich the learning process, and encourage excellence, which requires the support of 
parents, teachers and students.

Our home study objectives are to:
• develop organisational and time management skills
• develop the students’ capacity to assume responsibility for their own learning
• encourage students to realise that high aspirations and consistent effort in school and home
  study maximise the likelihood of success
• develop a balanced and consistent approach to study at home and at school
• further the learning partnership between parents, teachers and students through cooperation,
  communication and common goals.

NEW STAFF

Our minimum study hours:
Year 7:  3 to 5 hours per week
Year 8:   5 to 7 hours per week
Year 9:   7 to 9 hours per week
Year 10:  10 to 12 hours per week
Year 11:  13 to 15 hours per week
Year 12:  15+ hours per week
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS
MR MARC KOENIG

2018 Middle School Team

Assistant Principal Head of Middle School
  Mr Marc Koenig

Years 7 to 9
Mrs Courtney Fraraccio

Years 7 to 9

Year 7 Year 7
Mrs Sue Blackmore 

7.2, 7.4 7.6, 7.8
Mr Stuart Pearson

7.1, 7.3, 7.5, 7.7

Year 8 Year 8
Mrs Natalie Cumming

8.1, 8.4, 8.7, 8.8
Sharing 8.9

Ms Josie Phillips
8.2, 8.3, 8.5, 8.6

Sharing 8.9

Year 9 Year 9
Mr Jake Cameron

9.5, 9.6, 9.7, 9.8
Ms Rebecca Gemmola

9.1, 9.2, 9.3, 9.4

Middle Wellbeing
Mr Wayne Davis

Years 7  to 9

We welcome Ms Josie Phillips and Ms Rebecca Gemmola to the Middle School team. Term 1 is an exciting term as 
we welcome Year 7 students to the college. The key focus areas in each year level for Term 1 are Year 7 Camp, Year 
8 Camp and Click against Hate while Year 9 have been preparing for City Search which is coming up shortly.
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YEAR 7 CAMP 
Ms Sue Blackmore, Mr Stuart Pearson - Heads of Year 7

More photos of the camp and a full report will be published in the next newsletter.
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Drop offs and Pick ups 
A reminder to all parents and guardians that the administration carpark is not to be used for drop offs and pick ups. The 
least congested place to pick up students is Chesterville Road at the back of the school. Further to this, the two disabled 
parking spots in the Administration car park are only for parents picking up students with disabilities.  Also DO NOT drop 
off students in front of any of the school driveways.

Working Bee 
Our Term 1 Working Bee will be held on Sunday March 4, 2018. There are always tasks we need to attend to including 
more planting, mulching, weeding and general tidy up. Please keep this date free in your diary. If you have any time to 
spare between 8.30am and 12 noon on this day we would love to see you. A BBQ lunch will be provided. 

W O R K I N G   B E E
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We have two Heads of Year Level at each year and although they work as a team as done in Middle School, they take 
responsibility for half the year level each. To let you know, this is the division in the Senior School.

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS
MS LEANNE WINFIELD

Assistant Principal Head of Senior School
Ms Leanne Winfield

Years 10  to 12
Mr Chris Christofidis

Years 10  to 12

Senior Wellbeing Careers & Pathways  
Co-ordinator

Ms Julie Yelland
Years 10  to 12

Mrs Kirstin Conway
Years 9  to 12

Year 10 Year 10
Mrs Dimi 

Charalambous
A - L Surnames

Mr Cameron 
Johnson

M - Z Surnames

Year 11 Year 11
Ms Felicity  

Campbell
A - K Surnames

Mr John 
Karydis

L - Z Surnames

Year 12 Year 12
Ms Helen Arhontis

A - K Surnames
Ms Claire Keep

L- Z Surnames
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DIDAN (JULIA) QIAN - DUX OF 2017

Julia attended our first whole school assembly for 2018 shared her strategies for success with our students.
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Ms Anna Boukouras, Head of English & VCE English Assessor
VCE ENGLISH

Essentials for success in VCE English
As parents and students are no doubt aware, English is the one compulsory subject of VCE and it is therefore of prime 
importance that students prioritise it. It is the first subject that constitutes a student’s ATAR score and it is therefore 
essential that students try their very best in the subject to achieve their aspirations for tertiary entry and a decent result 
at the end of their VCE. 

How to do well in English? 
Did you know that the end of year English Exam is worth 50% of a student’s score in the subject? This is why it’s 
important that students work consistently through the year to meet the demands of the 3-hour exam. 

Advice for students from the assessors

• Have an intimate knowledge of the text. 

This means that students should have read and taken extensive notes on the text at least twice. A re-reading or three 
will enable students to understand the text far more comprehensively than those who read it once or not at all! A student 
cannot achieve beyond a ‘medium’ score if they do not have a comprehensive knowledge of the text.
 
• Understand the significance of the features of the text’s genre

This means that for our students, they need to understand the structure of a novel (Frankenstein), how it’s narrated, 
its epistolary nature, etc. Film texts like ‘Rear Window’ will require a knowledge of film techniques and cinematography 
to be able to adequately discuss this topic if it appears on the exam. Stasiland is an example of literary journalism and 
1984 is a narrative perspective of a dystopian and despotic world. 

• Have a clear understanding of the explicit and implied ideas and values of the text

That is, what are the key authorial messages? What is the writer’s contention in writing this text? What are they saying 
about the human condition and about the subject matter of the text or film. 

• Practise analysing topics, focusing on all the elements presented in the topic

Your teachers will give you a range of topics through the year addressing thematic, character, structural and philosophical 
concerns of the text. Practice writing in all the question types. Ensure that you answer all parts of the question, otherwise 
you cannot earn the full marks. Each question in the exam is marked out of 20.

• Organise ideas from the text to support the view of the topic to be presented

Thorough notetaking, such as Cornell notes, annotations, key quotes and close analysis of passages in the text, this will 
allow students to gather up evidence and the knowledge to write on ANY topic they are faced with in the exam. 

• Work on developing fluent, well-written responses that are carefully and logically structured and that use 
appropriate vocabulary

A well written, fluent essay is a pleasure to read and will most likely get students into the medium to high range. A 
student who reads is more likely to have a detailed vocabulary as they have been exposed to more words and can 
therefore get their ideas across more accurately and precisely than a student who doesn’t read. 

• Write with confidence

Students who are well-prepared, have written a range of essay questions and have an intimate knowledge of the text 
and its views and values is more likely to come across as a confident writer. They will have an easily accessible bank 
of evidence from the text that they can draw on due to their hard work and application through the year. 
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Mr Toby Mahoney, Head of Sport
HOUSE SWIMMING CARNIVAL

FINAL

SCORES

DENDY 746

WICKHAM 429

FAWKNER 457

HAWKER 424

Bentleigh Secondary College held their annual House Swimming Carnival at Carnegie Swimming Centre on Wednesday 
February 7, 2018. The weather really turned it on for us producing a warm and sunny day. It was great to see so many 
students participating in the swimming, diving and novelty events that took place during the day. The ‘House Colours 
– Tropical’ theme was a huge hit with many great costumes on display from both students and staff. Congratulations 
to Dendy who won by a record 289 points. Congratulations also must go to the age champions and good luck to 
the students that have made the Bentleigh Secondary College swim team that will compete at the Kingston Division 
Swimming Carnival on Thursday March 15, 2018. 
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Ella Grimshaw, a Year 12 student at Bentleigh and Laura Harding qualified to go the World Youth Championships, early 
in 2017. They qualified as the best 420 Youth females in Australia, through competing at 420 Australian Nationals, and 
the Youth National Competition held in Adelaide, January 2017.

They trained throughout the year, and attended an Australian Sailing Camp on November 28, 2017 for the International 
Sailing Regatta of Sail Melbourne. The Youth Team then flew out to China on December 5, to arrive in Sanya, China for 
the Youth World Championship commencing on December 9, 2017.  Ella and Laura came 13th overall. This Regatta 
finished on December 16, 2017.

The girls then flew straight to Perth, Australia to compete in the 420 Nationals, held on 20th to 23rd December. Ella and 
Laura hold the title of 1st Females of Australia. This was a warm up event to the 420 World Championships. The 420 
World Championships commenced just after Christmas on December 26 through to January 3, 2018.

Ella and Laura sailed amazingly well.  It was an equal 1st finish against the Western Australian women and on count 
back Ella and Laura came Second. However, they are the U19 World Champions and Second in the World. An 
incredible achievement for a 17 and 18 year old pair of young women, who have only been sailing together for just 
over two years. We wish them all the best!

The world is their oyster, and may they continue to go on with this momentum. Attached link below on sailing article.
h t t p : / / w e b s i t e s . s p o r t s t g . c o m / a s s o c _ p a g e . c g i ? c l i e n t = 1 - 9 9 8 0 - 0 - 0 - 0 & s I D = 2 9 6 8 7 8 & & n e w s _
task=DETAIL&articleID=61299133

WORLD YOUTH SAILING CHAMPIONS
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HOUSE CHORALS

Students have been working in their houses to prepare for the House Chorals presentation, scheduled for the last day 
of term. 

We invite parents and guardians to attend the House Chorals on March 29, 2018.  This is an event not to be missed!

Ms Kirsty Mechielsen - House Chorals Co-ordinator
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IMPORTANT DATES

27 Feb Year 8 Medieval Europe Expo 

28 Feb Year 11 Unit 3 OES Grampions
Senior School Play Rehearsals  

3:30 - 5:30pm

1 Mar Year 11 Unit 3 OES Grampions
Year 7 Parent Meet & Greet 6:00 - 7:00pm

5 Mar Year 8 Camp Araluen (1)
Chorals Rehearsals PAC 3:30 - 4:30pm

6 Mar Year 8 Camp Araluen (1)
Year 9 City Search

Year 11 & 12 Music Performance Top Class
9:00am - 8:00pm

Year 12 Physics Exc Luna Park

7 Mar Year 9 City Search 
Year 8 Camp Araluen (1)
Year 8 Camp Araluen (2)

Senior School Play Rehearsals 
3:30 - 5:30pm

8 Mar Year 8 Camp Araluen (2)
Year 9 City Search

9 Mar Year 8 Camp Araluen (2)
Year 9 City Search

23 Mar School Tour 9.15-10.15

29 Mar House Chorals
Last day of Term 1

28 Mar School Tour 9.15-10.15
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CLASSIFIEDS

Breakfast:

Toast Bacon & Egg    $4.00  Cakes:

Toast Ham & Cheese     $3.50  Muffins   $3.50

Muesli & yoghurt, honey   $5.00  Cookies   $1.50

Yoghurt with honey & walnuts   $5.00  Donuts (Small)  $1.50

        Homemade slice Cake  $2.50

Hot Food:

Pin Wheels     $0.50  Cold Meals:

Chicken Wraps     $3.50  Sushie (2 pieces) $5.50

Chicken Nuggets    $0.50  Tuna & Lettuce Wrap $3.50

Potato Cakes     $1.00  Chicken & Salad Wrap $3.50

Hot Dog     $3.50

Pizza      $3.50  Frozen:

Dim Sim (Steamed)    $1.00  Icy Poles  $1.00

Meat Pie     $4.00

Sausage Roll     $3.00

Feta or Spinach Filled Puff Pastry (Tyropita)   $2.00

Baked Potatoes with Bacon & Cream  $5.00

Baked Potatoes with Sausages  $5.00

Special Fried Rice  $6.00

BENTLEIGH CANTEEN MENU
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CLASSIFIEDS

 
Carnegie Netball Club 
Interested in playing netball in 2018?? 
 
We are currently looking for girls and boys to  
play at Duncan McKinnon Reserve on  
Saturday mornings 
 
Please register now, season starting Feb 2018 
See our website for details. 
www.carnegienetballclub.com.au 
or email us at carnegienetballclub@gmail.com   

 
  

Sustainable School Shop
The hyperlink below is to the new Stocktake Report, as you will see the appearance of the Stocktake has 

considerably improved.

Hyperlink: 

http://www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au/stocktake/bentleigh-secondary-college 


