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We have had many visitors to the college including prospective parents and students, university partners, teachers, 
and community representatives. All of our visitors have been extremely interested to see our college in operation and to 
hear about our school. On Thursday 14 March, we will hold our Year 7 Meet and Greet Evening. This is a wonderful op-
portunity for parents/guardians to meet their child’s teachers, support staff and other key staff and discuss the progress 
of their Year 7 student. Our new cohort of students have settled into secondary college life extremely well!

Congratulations to the following Parent, Staff and Student Members who were successful in their nominations for 
School Council, for the term March 2019 to March 2021:

• Andrew Clarke, Mary Lambas and Anthony Sutton in the Parent Category 
• Schy Prewett and Leanne Winfield in the DET Category.
• Wes Parkin in the Student Category.

Retiring members of School Council are Anne McKenna, Brian Stimpson, Chris Christofidis and Ruby Lowe.  I wish to 
acknowledge the efforts of these retiring members who have done so much for the College community.

The members of School Council are as follows:
Parent Representatives:
Andrew Clarke, Malcom Guy, Anna Georgakis, Mary Lambas, John Moore and Anthony Sutton. You can contact any of 
these parents via bentleigh.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au 
DET Representatives:
Carrie Bloomfield, Marc Koenig, Schy Prewett and Leanne Winfield
Student Elected Members:
Tia Lambas and Wes Parkin
Community Members:
TBC
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Drop offs and Pick ups 
A reminder to all parents and guardians that the administration carpark is not to be used for drop offs and pick ups. The 
least congested place to pick up students is Chesterville Road at the back of the school. Further to this, the two disabled 
parking spots in the Administration car park are only for parents picking up students with disabilities.  Also DO NOT drop 
off students in front of any of the school driveways.

Our Term 1 Working Bee will be held on Sunday March 24, 2019. There are always tasks we need to attend to including 
more planting, mulching, weeding and general tidy up. Please keep this date free in your diary. If you have any time to 
spare between 8.30am and 12 noon on this day we would love to see you. A BBQ lunch will be provided. 

SUNDAY 24 MARCH
W O R K I N G   B E E

The college community values the enthusiasm of our School Council members and the expertise and tireless hours 
they contribute to ensure Bentleigh Secondary College responds to the needs of our learning community.

School commences at 9.00am and concludes at 3.10pm. To enable your child to have the opportunity to learn and 
succeed, it is vital that all students are in attendance and ready to commence learning at the beginning of the day. This 
is the time when our teachers commence teaching and provide instructions. Arriving late means they miss out on vital 
information that helps them prepare for assessment tasks. It is important that our students develop habits of regular 
and punctual attendance.

Home Study Expectations
Success at secondary level requires our students to have a balanced and consistent approach to their studies. The 
setting and completion of home study is viewed as an integral part of the education process at Bentleigh Secondary 
College. This will reinforce and enrich the learning process, and encourage excellence, which requires the support of 
parents, teachers and students.

Our home study objectives are to:
• develop organisational and time management skills;
• develop the students’ capacity to assume responsibility for their own learning;
• encourage students to realise that high aspirations and consistent effort in school and home;
• study maximise the likelihood of success;
• develop a balanced and consistent approach to study at home and at school; and
• further the learning partnership between parents, teachers and students through cooperation, communication 
 and common goals.

As a general rule the college recommends the following minimum guidelines:
Year 7: 3 to 5 hours per week
Year 8: 5 to 7 hours per week
Year 9: 7 to 9 hours per week
Year 10: 10 to 12 hours per week
Year 11: 13 to 15 hours per week
Year 12: 15+ hours per week

We continue to meet with Haskell Architects and DET representatives in completing the building works. 

Working Bee 
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL REPORTS
Ms Leanne Winfield, Wellbeing and Pathways 

Two of our alumni visited the Year 10 students in their Careers and Mentoring Program recently. Rebecca Heenan, who 
is doing a Civil Engineering Course, and Jeff Li, who is studying Geographical and Earth Science, both spoke to our 
students about their experiences of completing Year 12, starting their university courses and enjoying university life. 
Rebecca and Jeff spoke about why they chose their courses and how they applied and the additional elements they 
were able to bring to their applications such as experience in community service and leadership roles. 

During Term 1 and Term 2 we will have a range of alumni in a variety of fields speak to our students about their 
experiences. If you are alumni and would like to be involved, contact our Alumni Co-ordinator, Sarah Radlow on the 
school number. 

Our Year 10 students are currently seeking Work Experience placements for the end of Term 2. If any parents are able 
to help with places, contact Rebecca Poulos (Careers Co-ordinator) at the school. 

In the last week of Early Commencement in 2018, we had a large group of Indonesian Principals and their supervisors 
visit us through the Monash Indonesian Principals Program. Their focus was on STEAM. Our Head of the da Vinci Centre 
and STEAM, Dr Michael Lyristis spoke to the Principals about our innovative STEAM program, shared resources with 
the Principals and took them on our tour of the school and in particular our Science rooms. They were very impressed 
with our da Vinci Building and the program we have in place for our middle school students. 
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It’s been a great start to the year and I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce myself formally to the school 
community. I am very excited to start the role of Assistant Principal - Curriculum, Feedback and Practice. I have 
moved into the role in 2019 after returning from maternity leave with my second child. I started at the College in 2017 
as Leading Teacher in charge of Instructional Practice (the “how” we teach). I have worked as a Leading Teacher for 
many years in other government secondary schools undertaking a variety of portfolios including eLearning, Sub-school 
leading, Transition and Promotions and Curriculum and Pedagogy. I am thrilled with the opportunities that Bentleigh 
Secondary College has to offer in education and am delighted to be part of such a dynamic team.

We have hit the ground running in 2019 in Curriculum and Pedagogy. We continue to have opportunities to collaborate 
on best practice in teaching through various avenues including Key Learning Areas, Professional Learning and teams 
such as the Curriculum Core Team and Teaching and Learning.
 
We have entered into a new partnership with the University of Melbourne to be a part of the University of Melbourne 
Network of Schools (UMNoS). The work the previous team produced was an exemplar in Problem Solving through 
STEAM, highlighting us as leaders in STEAM education in Victoria. A publication detailing their work has been published 
and includes a foreword from John Hattie, a renowned Educational Leader. The new UMNoS team comprises of Josh 
Purcell- Instructional Practice Leader, Jenny Vlahandreas - Year 11 Head of Year Level, Daniel Meagher - Head of 
English and myself, Assistant Principal - Curriculum, Feedback and Practice. 

The main focus of our work is on Collective Teacher Efficacy which is the collective belief of teachers in their ability to 
positively affect students. When done well it has an effect size of d=1.57 which is twice that of feedback to students and 
three times more effective than classroom management. Collective Teacher Efficacy is not just about making teachers 
feel good about themselves but improving how they work collaboratively on improvement to their teaching practice and 
curriculum thus improving student learning outcomes.

At this stage, the team has begun investigating what Collective Teacher Efficacy means in our school context, unpacking 
the various collectives we have, data sources that may be of use and potential tasks we need to complete to move 
forward.  As part of this process we met virtually with the Director of UMNoS to establish our current focus and she was 
able to pass on resources to assist us in these early stages. She spoke highly of the team, commenting that we were 
to be “commended on our consideration approach and the ins and outs of the knowledge of our school was fantastic.”  
Our first formal meetings at the University of Melbourne will be in early March and we look forward to updating the 
school more then.

Ms Schy Prewett, Curriculum, Feedback and Practice
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Step 1: Whole Class Expectations

o Day to day procedures à lining up, seating plan, chairs pushed in
o Code of Conduct à the right to learn, to be respected, to feel safe

Step 2: Identifying Learning Behaviours

o Positive behaviours à teacher/student conversations, Compass green post
o Unacceptable learning behaviours à teacher/student conversations (What should 

you be doing? What choices are you making? What are our expectations of a 
Bentleigh student?)

Step 3: Continuation of Unacceptable Learning Behaviours

o Teacher/student conversations à Reinforce expected learning behaviours and the 
student code of conduct

o Moving seats within the classroom
o 15 minute detention

o Compass post and contact with parents 

Step 4: Further Continuation of Unacceptable Learning 
Behaviours

o Teacher/student conversations à Reinforce expected learning behaviours and the 
student code of conduct

o Warning of removal from class next lesson
o 45 minute detention

o Compass post and contact with parents 

Step 5: Exceptionally Disruptive Behaviour and Continual Display 
of Unacceptable Learning Behaviours

o Removal from class for a lesson and negotiated return
o Compass post and contact with parents

o Strategies to support your learning developed in discussion with HOYL

Bentleigh Secondary College’s
Five Step Classroom Expectations

Mr Marc Koenig, Engagement and Connectedness

The college has implemented a new Five Step plan around classroom expectations since early commencement. Staff 
have followed it rigorously and students have been made aware of the new initiative and appreciated the transparency.
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Principal Assistant Principal 
Helene Hiotis Curriculum, Feedback 

and Practice
Ms Schy Prewett

 

Assistant Principal
Engagement & 

Connectedness
  Mr Marc Koenig

Assistant Principal 
Wellbeing & Pathways 

Ms Leanne Winfield

2019 Curriculum Team

Head of Curriculum - 
Teaching  and Learning

Ms Carrie Bloomfield

Head of Curriculum  - 
Instructional Practice

Mr Josh Purcell

Head of Curriculum - 
Assessment and  

Reporting
Mr Julian Sadleir

Head of Curriculum -    
da Vinci & Partnerships

Dr Michael Lyristis

2019 Wellbeing Team
Head of Wellbeing and 

Mindfullness
Mr Wayne Davis

Wellbeing Counsellor
Ms Julie Yelland

Wellbeing Counsellor
Ms Katie Parker-Vukusic

2019 Principal Team
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Wellbeing, 
Engagement and 
Transition (Yr 7)

Ms Josie Phillips

Head of Year 7
Ms Olivia Sherman

Wellbeing,  
Engagement and 

Connectedness 
(Middle Years 8 & 9)

Ms Courtney 
Fraraccio

Head of Year 8
Mr George Tissera

Wellbeing, 
Engagement and 

Leadership (Senior 
Years 10, 11, 12) 

Mr Arun Karunaratne

Head of Year 9
Ms Lana Goldstone

Careers and 
Pathways

Ms Rebecca Poulos

Head of Year 10
Mr Hayden McLennan

Years 7, 8, 9 
Sub-school  

Assistant

Head of Year 11
Ms Jenny Vlahandreas

Ms Mary Tzimourtas

Years 10, 11, 12 
Sub-school  

Assistant

Head of Year 12
Ms Phoebe Lindsay

Ms Runi  
Liyanagedera

2019 Engagement Team



The college received a record number of applications for student leadership positions in 2019. Students submitted a 
written application followed by an interview if they were shortlisted. Congratulations to all students who applied. I would 
now like to take this opportunity to introduce our 2019 student leaders.

STUDENT LEADERSHIP

College Captain
Sam Boontjes

College Captain
Tuane De Klerk

Deputy College Captain
Chrissy Bonikos

Deputy College Captain
Lia Curcio

Sustainability Captain
Daniel Forrest

Respect Captain
Caryn So

Dendy House Captain
Rachel Heenan

Dendy House Captain
Elaini Blitsas

Hawker House Captain
Marisia Zapantis

Hawker House Captain
Inette de Vos

Wickham House Captain
Shinta Malotsis

Wickham House
Ethan Churchill-King

Fawkner House Captain
Haylee Boyce

Fawkner House Captain
Madison Kuhnell

Music Captain
Rania Pappas

Music Captain
Marcus Tan

Drama Captain
Joel Nankervis

Drama Captain
Jasmine Sanchez-Butt

Sports Captain
Alana Porter

Sports Captain
Zoe Bedford

Mr Arun Karunaratne, Head of Senior School
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YEAR 7 CAMP 
Ms Olivia Sherman, Head of Year 7

On Wednesday February 20, our Year 7 cohort departed for their Camp Rumbug adventure. After a bus ride full of 
excitement, and a quick stop over for morning tea, we arrived at Foster North and our accommodation for the next two 
nights. Students were settled into their bunkrooms and joined their activity groups ready to start the activities. Over the 
three days the students had the opportunity to abseil down a wall, canoe through the lake, build a raft (that hopefully 
didn’t sink!) and swing high into the sky on the giant swing. Groups got competitive on the orientation course, tested 
their problem-solving skills with team challenges and pushed their balance and co-ordination on the low ropes. At night, 
students participated in sport activities and had a campfire singalong. By the end of the week, the students were running 
out of energy and dry shoes to wear, but had thoroughly enjoyed their experience. A far quieter trip back to Bentleigh 
saw students reunited with parents and heading home for a well-earned restful weekend. A terrific three days were had 
by all! A big thank you to the Camp Rumbug leaders and the amazing Bentleigh staff for their efforts throughout the 
camp. 
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Mrs Yvonne Sirianos
PEER SUPPORT

Peer Support is one of our school’s Leadership Program which enables our Year 10 students to work with the new 
incoming Year 7 students and helps them to transition into secondary school life. 

Peer Support Leaders for 2019 are: - Rylee Allanby, Claire Anderson, Eva Antonopoulos, Markella Antonoulis, Teaghan 
Barwell, Ile De Vos, Joseph Folwell, Georgia Georgiadis, Johnny Grech, 
Alyssa Kyri-Ovenden, Braydn Morisi, Jake Murphy, Emma North, Zoe Robinson, Ester Rubino, Miette 
Rudolph, Madison Scott, Elysha Sutton, Bianka Tsan, Lilli Vafiades, Mariah Visser, Lauren Wilson.

These wonderful Year 10 students worked with their Year 7 classes on the first day of school, helping them to settle in 
to life at Bentleigh Secondary College. They have also run “Getting to know you” activities in Health classes and will be 
working with the Year 7 students for the rest of the term. This year the Peer Support students also have their lockers in 
the same area as the Year 7’s, which means that they can chat and mingle with them helping with any problems that 
they may encounter.

Some of the Year 10 Peer Support also attended the Year 7 Camp this week helping teachers run the various activities 
at Camp Rumbug. They were all very excited to have been chosen to go and will be an asset to the staff.

A big thankyou to Claire Anderson, Teaghan Barwell, Joseph Folwell, Jake Murphy, Alyssa Kyri-Ovenden, and Bianka 
Tsan for participating in this event. 
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Mr Toby Mahoney, Head of Sport
HOUSE SWIMMING CARNIVAL

FINAL

SCORES

DENDY 567

WICKHAM 532

FAWKNER 515

HAWKER 490

The annual Bentleigh Secondary College Swimming Carnival was held on Wednesday February 6, it turned out to be 
a great day with the sun shining, despite the anticipated storms. It was great to see so many students getting involved 
and competing, not only in the races but also the novelty events and diving. It was amazing to see records being broken 
throughout the duration of the day and everyone getting dressed up in their house colours. The addition of the Year 
12 synchronised swimming was a success and an enjoyment to watch, alongside the added novelty events including 
the egg and spoon race and body-board racing. A big congratulations to all competing students and especially to the 
age group champions and to Dendy for taking out the win. A massive thankyou to all supporting teachers who helped 
organise the event and made it run as efficiently as it did. By Zoe Bedford (Sport Captain).
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MUSIC NEWS
Mr Andrew Albanis, Head of Music

A fantastic start to the year with our Year 7 Recruitment Day & Year 7 Recruitment Night. All Year 7 students were 
encouraged to try out all the instruments we have on offer at the college. There were some great sounds coming from 
the Performing Arts Centre, as students tried instruments for the first time. Our instrumental teachers and handpicked 
students from Year 8-12 were there to assist and answer questions that arose from the trials. The day was followed by a 
well-attended information night that outlined the opportunities and the benefits of learning an instrument at the college. 
It is still not too late to enrol your child in the music program.
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HOUSE CHORALS
Ms Kirsty Mechielsen, House Chorals Co-ordinator
House Chorals is open to all students from Years 7-12. We held the House Chorals incursion for 2019 in the PAC on 
Wednesday February 13. The day began with our new voice teacher Lorraine Salvador running everyone through 
some vocal warm-ups, and then teaching the large group song.  After recess students split into their House groups to 
commence learning the song that they will perform for chorals. House Captains led this part of the day, and they did a 
fantastic job! In the final session of the day, each house had to give a performance of their progress, and were able to 
receive feedback on what they had done so far. 

Rehearsals will continue each Wednesday after school for the remainder of term from 3:25-4:25pm in the PAC. On the 
final day of Term 1, we will hear each group perform, along with a solo vocalist and instrumentalist from each house, 
and external adjudicators will judge them. We look forward to hearing what these talented students have prepared for 
us, and see which House will be victorious in 2019.
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State Cricket Championships
The South East Bayside Breakers Under 17 Female team won the Youth Premier League (YPL) State Cricket           
Championships earlier this month. Three of the girls, Maddison Heitlinger, Jemma Heitlinger and Rachel Heenan are 
currently studying at Bentleigh Secondary College.

Back row: Abby Day (Brighton Union; Prahran); Maddison Heitlinger (Bentleigh ANA; Prahran); Jemma Heitlinger 
(Bentleigh ANA; Prahran); Jessica Grant (Beaumauris; MCC); Olivia Cooper (Bentleigh ANA; Prahran);

Erin Carroll (Parkdale; Ringwood); Anna O’Donnell (Coach); 

Front Row: Emma Medland (Asst Coach; Scorer); Maddie White (Bentleigh ANA; Prahran); Ellen Williams (Elstern-
wick; Prahran); Clem Ryan-Fuller (South Melbourne; MCC); Khampi Nainhabo (McKinnon; MCC);

Rachel Heenan (Bentleigh ANA; Dandenong)

SPORT NEWS

Netfit Netball

On Thursday February 7, the netball      
academy students were lucky enough 
to participate in a “Netfit Netball” session 
with Sarah Wall. Sarah played for the 
Melbourne Vixens, Sydney Swifts and 
more recently the Giants. The session in-
volved a variety of skills, cardio work-outs, 
game play and a wellbeing chat where the        
students could share their goals in netball. 
Well done to all involved!

Rachael Rosenbrock, Head of Sport
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SPORT ACADEMY
Ms Sally Hudson, Head of Sports Academy Development

The Bentleigh Secondary College Sports Academy 2019 is up and running!

Our three sports Netball, AFL and Soccer have all started their skills and fitness sessions with their coaches and are 
working very hard both in and out of class time. We are really impressed with the level of commitment, dedication and 
motivation so far. I look forward to a great year! 

Students in Year 10 have started their Pilates program with Myolates, which is designed to educate the students on 
common movement principles and gives the students a deeper understanding of how their body works, how to stay 
injury free and how to look after their greatest asset (their body) for life! 

The students have all set goals in which we will work together to support students to achieve. Goal setting is the first 
step to fulfilling our sporting dreams. Great to see students excelling in their area of interest. Any queries about the 
Sports Academy contact Sally Hudson at the school.
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IMPORTANT DATES

14 Mar City Search 1
Yr 7 Meet & Greet 
Parents

15 Mar City Search 1
School Tour

19 Mar City Search 2
School Tour
Yr 7 Immunisation Visit

20 Mar City Search 2
House Chorals 
Rehearsals 3:25-4:30pm
Yr 7 5 Note Concert 
5:00pm

22 Mar City Search 2
School Tour

26 Mar City Search 3
Jazz Incursion
School tour
Jazz Concert - 5:00pm

27 Mar City Search 3
House Chorals 
Rehearsals 3:25-4:30pm

28 Mar City Search 3

29 Mar City Search 3
School Tour

1 Apr Reports Published 
4:00pm

2 Apr Open Twilight
5:00-7:00pm

3 Apr House Chorals 
Rehearsals 3:25-4:30pm

4 Apr House Chorals Dress 
Rehearsal

5 Apr House Chorals Finale 
Performance

23 Apr Term 2 begins

25 Feb Junior House Sport Finals
Reports Published 4pm

26 Feb School Tour

27 Feb Intermediate House Sport 
Finals
Yr 11 OES Grampians 
Trip
House Chorals 
Rehearsals 3:25-4:30pm

28 Feb Senior House Sport 
Finals
Yr 11 OES Grampians 
Trip

29 Feb School Tour
Yr 11 OES Grampians 
Trip

4 Mar Yr 8 Camp 1
Yr 7 Band Lessons 
commence

5 Mar Yr 8 Camp 1

6 Mar Yr 8 Camp 1
Yr 8 Camp 2
House Chorals 
Rehearsals 3:25-4:30pm

7 Mar Yr 8 Camp 2
Symphonic Wind 
Incursion 8:00am-Pd 6
Symphonic Wind Concert 
- 5:00pm

8 Mar Yr 8 Camp 2
School Tour

11 Mar LABOUR DAY

12 Mar Yr 9 City Search 1 

13 Mar City Search 1
House Chorals 
Rehearsals 3:25-4:30pm
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Glen Eira Pride 

Glen Eira Pride is an LGBT+ support group for 
young people aged 14 - 25. 

The group will provide an opportunity to meet           
other like-minded people in an environment that 
is safe, supportive, inclusive and confidential. 

Glen Eira Pride meets on Wednesday 
afternoons between 4:00-5:30pm. 

 

 For further information or to register, 
 contact 9524 3676, text 0419 893 790 or 
 email youthservices@gleneira.vic.gov.au 

 

 

Register Online 

To place an advertisement in our newsletter, please email 
newsletter.bentleighsc.vic.edu.au or phone General Office on 
9579 1044 for further information.  Please note a small fee 
will apply.
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Plugged In music program 

Our Plugged In music program runs from 
the Youth Centre’s purpose-built recording 
studio. The program is facilitated by local 
sound engineer Leo Damiani and will give 
you hands-on experience on how to set up 
a studio and run recording sessions. 

Plugged In is free for young people aged 12 
to 25 who live, work, socialise or study in 
Glen Eira. 

The program is a two-day intensive 
workshop run over the autumn, winter and 
spring school holidays. 

Once participants have completed the 
program, they can book the studio and 
record your own music. 

  

 

Where: Youth Information Centre,      
86 Robert Street, Bentleigh 

Places are limited so register your 
interest below or for further information 
about Plugged In, contact us on     
9524 3676. 

For further information and to register, 
visit our website.   

  

  
#YouthVoice  

Content Creators 

Youth Voice is a collective of young content 
creators who use social media for a positive 
social purpose by giving a voice to the 
young people in Glen Eira. 

With the latest technology participants can 
learn from industry professionals and try 
their hands at planning, filming and editing 
videos and posts that feature on our 
#Youthvoice Youtube, Facebook and 
Instagram accounts.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth Voice meets on Thursdays 
4:00- 5:30pm at 86 Robert Street 
Bentleigh. 

To get involved, contact 9524 3677,       
text 0439 330 876 or email 
youthservices@gleneira.vic.gov.au 

 
 

 

Register Online 

Register Online 
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Press Start 

Got a love of video games? 
Then get out of the house and meet some 
like-minded gamers. 

Press Start is positive social gaming 
experience where young people aged 10 to 
18 learn healthy gaming habits. Meet new 
people and play a range of new and 
classic multi-player games. 

Mondays 4pm–5.30pm 
Duncan McKinnon Pavillion 
(Social Room Level 1) 
Cnr North & Murrumbeena Rds, 
Murrumbeena. 

 
To register interest and secure your 
place, visit our website or contact Youth 
Services on 9524 3676 

 

  
 

Register Online 


