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Last week we began Term 2 with a new way of teaching and learning in homes across our Bentleigh community. Our 
dining room tables became the new classroom space, some connectivity issues arose, and passwords given last term 
were misplaced and/or forgotten.  Our children adapted, by calling their friends to ask them to let their teacher know 
they could not log on to the class and/or collect the homework. We have now completed two weeks of learning at home 
and we have collectively supported each other and persevered.  

The school website: Covid-19 Resource Hub continues to be populated with useful resources, videos and 
platforms to engage students and/or families in some shared learning. If you missed the online learning 
segment on Channel Nine News follow this link to see Mr Meagher: https://vimeo.com/408739809/0edd4bbcb8   
  
Learning and working from home is a crucial part of the Victorian Government’s response to slowing the spread of 
coronavirus (COVID-19) and protecting the Victorian community. It is not a decision taken lightly, and I understand it 
may be difficult for many families to balance home and work commitments - including in some cases - supporting your 
own children to learn from home while working.
  
I am privileged to work with wonderful staff whose commitment, flexibility, passion and professionalism to implement 
online learning under these challenging circumstances.  We are very lucky to have them at Bentleigh! They have been 
working very hard to deliver our curriculum and I have enjoyed being a part of many of the online classrooms this week 
as an observer.
  
I thank you for your invaluable support of your children during the transition to Online Learning.
 
Stay safe, stay home and stay connected via Wi-Fi!
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL REPORTS
MR ARUN KARUNARATNE, WELLBEING AND PATHWAYS

MS SCHY PREWETT, CURRICULUM, FEEDBACK AND PRACTICE

Welcome back. What a new situation we find ourselves in!

It has been a hectic start to the term ensuring we have been able to get everyone online learning. While our helpdesk 
has been inundated with requests the ICT staff are working extra hard to ensure we solve the requests as quickly as 
possible. Thank you to everyone for their ongoing patience. 

There has been some wonderful feedback from staff and students alike about how well online learning has been 
going. We are very fortunate that Bentleigh Secondary College already had a 1-1 program in place and was regularly 
using Compass. The staff and students have taken to Teams wonderfully. While we are not using it in every class just 
yet, a very large portion of our school has been undertaking virtual lessons. It has been nice to see real faces on our 
computers instead of regular work screens.

Our staff have also taken part in two virtual Professional Learning sessions on the Curriculum day and that was a 
wonderful opportunity to see the program from a learner’s point of view.

For now, continue to check Compass for your daily lesson plan and work to your timetable as best you can. If you 
are finding the work too challenging/not challenging enough let your teachers know so they can adapt what they are 
doing. Remember this is new for them too! The most exciting part of all this is when this is over hopefully we have 
learned some lessons and had experiences that will change the way we do things for the better.

We have certainly had a busy and unique start to Term 2 due to the current circumstances. Our Bentleigh Secondary 
Community has certainly adapted extremely well to the delivery of our online platform. I would like to acknowledge 
all the hard work by our wonderful staff to launch our online learning. I would also like to thank our community for all 
their support over the past few weeks and approaching this challenge with a ‘can do’ attitude. 

With regards to our Wellbeing Team, we have been operating business as usual, and supporting our students via 
Teams and virtual meetings. For further information, I encourage you to visit our Health and Wellbeing link under the 
‘COVID-19 Resources Hub’ on our school website. Here you will find useful information relating to Mental Health and 
COVID-19. Another fabulous resource which I would like to point out at this time is the “Mental Health Series” on the 
SchoolTV channel. This series will provide you with some insights on how we as individuals can identify important 
signs and provide us with the support that is required. 

At Bentleigh Secondary College, the Careers and Pathways program is a vital component and I encourage any 
students to contact Rebecca Poulos (Careers and Pathways Co-ordinator) for any advice or visit our careers webpage 
http://www.bentleighsccareers.com/ 

Stay positive and keep safe.
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MR MARC KOENIG, ENGAGEMENT AND CONNECTEDNESS
As we continue schooling at home, I am aware that many parents are enjoying the time with their children and seeing 
how they learn. That being said for some anxiety levels are rising. The most frequent concern I am hearing is that 
families are worried about their child falling behind. 

Our reality is that every child at Bentleigh Secondary College and in Victoria is in the same boat. The staff of Bentleigh 
Secondary College will be ready for what happens when children return to school and we are continuing our learning. 
The very best thing we can all do right now is to stay calm, share the strength and laughter with our children. Do 
what you can do and don’t stress about what you can’t do. If they finish their work early give them free time. We look 
forward to welcoming them back with open arms and big smiles when the time is right.

Works continue in the college. The major project is an upgrade to the area between the new stadium and Wetlands 
portables.

We hope to make a start on something similar in the Year 7 Precinct.
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Bayden Hill, College Captain  
 
Firstly, I hope everyone is staying well and healthy during these times of uncertainty and disturbance. 
The current situation we are in is full of unknowns, but I hope that everyone is maintaining a positive 
mindset and holds an optimistic outlook for the future.  
 
The switch to online learning has now become 
a reality and as frightening as the thought may 
be, we as a community will adapt and 
endeavour to utilise this new way of learning to 
maximise our potential.  
 
Online learning may initially seem to be a 
challenge for all of us; however, it enables 
everyone the opportunity to gain a sense of 
independence and responsibility in our own 
learning. Many challenges and issues may arise 
along the way however, we must endeavour to 
keep our mindsets positive and we are still able 
to do so by seeking the support of our friends 
and teachers, just through different outlets.  
 
Trust me, I personally run on a social lifestyle and being without my friends and teachers will be a 
personal challenge for me especially. I will miss the opportunity to study on Wednesday afternoons in 
study groups and sitting in class bouncing ideas off one another, however, switching to online learning 
does not mean this has to stop.  
 
Most of us have a phone, however some of us are connected via Microsoft Teams and the opportunity 
to email is very accessible, meaning just because we are unable to have face-to-face contact we still 
have the opportunity to ask questions via FaceTime, email or texting.  
 
At this current time, I would like to say a huge thank you to all our teachers for their support now and 
into the future. Some of us may be unaware of how much extra our teachers have been putting in, 
whether it be uploading lesson plans, resources or setting up online programs or access points for us 
as students. If you do get a spare moment, ensure to thank your teachers for everything they have done 
to help us adapt during the current situation.  
 
I understand the difficult nature of these uncertain times, however, we are able to take these coming 
weeks as a time to reflect and improve on our personal development, along with continuing to develop 
our Bentleigh community by staying united and connected with one another.  
 
I encourage you to continue checking up on your friends through technology and online pathways and 
continue to self-isolate and distance yourselves in order for us as a community to come out of this 
challenge as more open-minded, well-equipped students and people. 

CAPTAINS ADDRESS ON COVID-19
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Tia Lambas, College Captain  
 
It was only 2 weeks ago that our last day of term arrived early due to the COVID-19 pandemic. A strange 
and unusual experience for all of us. I am sure many of us had a very different vision of how the New 
Year would pan out. I, for one, certainly could not have imagined something like this happening.  
 
As a School Captain this year, I envisioned that my year would include memorable moments like 
organizing fundraisers with the SRC team, working closely with teachers and staff members on student 
voice and agency. Also being a part of the formal committee, having my last athletics carnival, taking 
part in the school musical for the last time, and building strong bonds with my Year 12 teachers and 
cohort that I would cherish forever.  
 
I feel as though the strength of the Bentleigh 
Secondary College community has immensely grown 
from this. I commend our wonderful teachers and 
staff for preparing us to deal with the adversity that 
we are all facing, and virtually being by our sides.  
 
Online learning has given me so many useful life 
skills, such as self-discipline, time management, and 
a deeper understanding of various communication 
portals that some of us do not use so often in school 
and may be useful for our future. So far, my 
experiences with online learning have been nothing 
unexpected or unbearable because of our teachers 
and their organisation. Thank you.  
 
Also, I am so proud of the way you, my fellow peers, are adapting and being very productive given the 
short amount of time we had to adjust to being at home and participating in virtual learning. It is our job 
as students of Bentleigh Secondary College to keep on being positive, persistent, brave, and 
empathetic. I know that it is easier said than done. However, as I have reached out to other family 
members and friends over the past few weeks, one thing that I have realised is, that we should approach 
this unprecedented situation together, ready to learn from it.  
 
Take this time to not only keep up with the news and stay on top of schooling, but to also learn more 
about yourself and who you are as a person. Take this time to learn about each of your family members 
and the people you are living with. Take this time to reminisce about your most cherished memories, 
look back on photos and videos and be grateful for what we have.  
 
I also encourage you to virtually reach out to your loved ones as a coping mechanism for yourselves, 
to see how they are going. It is so important that we stand by each other in this difficult time. I know that 
we will all get through this, together. So please, stay optimistic, keep striving, be appreciative of those 
around you, and remember that you are not alone.  
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Jackson Hall, Deputy College Captain  
 
Studying Year 12 at home, I never thought that I would be saying that. While it is a very unknown and 
uncomfortable experience for most of us within the Bentleigh community, it is also a perfect and unique 
opportunity to take your learning into your own hands.  
 
With the removal of classroom distractions, there is 
a huge opportunity to enhance your academic 
knowledge as you move to study at home. It is also 
an amazing opportunity to learn more about 
yourselves and those within your home.  
 
Read books, stay on top of the news and continue 
to enhance your real-world knowledge. Cook dinner 
for your family, help out with washing up. Build your 
own personal character and continue to be the best 
version of yourself. This is an amazing opportunity 
to find out who you are and what you truly enjoy.  
 
Even though we are faced with the threat of a global pandemic, we are lucky to be growing up in a time 
where social media is ever present in society. While we may be physically isolated, we are still able to 
stay connected with our friends and family online. Please, make sure to check in on others as we are 
all going through these tough times together. You never know how much a simple conversation can 
help someone going through a tough period of time.  
 
Stay active and exercise, keep doing what you enjoy and most importantly, stay connected with those 
you love.  
 

Rishika Naik, Deputy College Captain  
 
In the recent weeks, Bentleigh Secondary College has seen many changes that would have been 
otherwise unprecedented if not for the remote learning plan set into motion by the staff and community.  
 
Through online learning resources, students 
have been and will continue maintaining the 
quality of their education from the comfort of their 
own home, even in such trying times. This will 
enable us to develop our independence and 
work ethic, while still being able to contact any of 
our teachers and ask for help.  
 
One shortcoming is the fact that we would not be 
able to see our friends. However, the knowledge 
that they are safe and self-isolating for the 
greater good is enough. We have all been 
communicating with our friends, extended family, 
and loved ones with technology.  
 
Maintaining connectivity in such times is integral to our wellbeing, so we must not lose contact with 
those that matter to us most. It is important that we take care of our mental health as well as our physical 
health in this time. Reach out to loved ones and do not be afraid to speak up, all of us have been 
affected by this pandemic to some degree. We need now, more than ever to be kind and compassionate 
towards each other.   
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I attended the International Women’s Day Event for 2020 on March 5, and in fact was a student volunteer in the 
organisation of the event alongside Connect Health and Community, Women’s Health in the South East, and Bayside 
City Council.

I read out the acknowledgment to country along with a student volunteer from another school. The event included the 
acclaimed host and broadcaster, Libbi Gorr, and our panel to discuss the impacts of gender inequality and actions we 
can make to ‘Change the Way’.

It really was a fantastic event and very well run. I would definitely go again and even volunteer to help organise it. It 
really opened my eyes as a young woman.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY EVENT
Tia Lambas, Year 12 Student
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It was fantastic to see so many students and staff read over the holidays for the very first House Reading Challenge. 
The enthusiasm of students retelling the stories was a joy to listen to. Of course there could only be one House winner, 
and with a total of 180 points in 2020 was Wickham Tigers. Congratulations!

HOUSE READING CHALLENGE CHAMPIONS
Ms Robyn Zienow, Library Technician

MUSIC NEWS
Mr Andrew Albanis, Head of Music

Our online Music program has demonstrated the resilience of our Music students. There has been a consistent 
commitment by our students to step up to the demands of our fabulous Instrumental teachers. Even though our 
ensembles are not running as a full live class, students continue to check in and practise, allowing us not to drop a 
beat for when we get back to our rigorous weekly rehearsal schedule.

I would like to congratulate everyone in the Music program, both staff and students, for their ongoing commitment 
during these times. Keep up the amazing work!
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A lot has changed since our last newsletter was sent out. With all of us needing to help by taking many precautions 
to ensure the safety, health and wellbeing of ourselves and others. This have moved our onsite learning to online 
learning, impacting on our Sport programs. We have catered our programs to allow you to be physically active in a 
way that suits your current abilities, resources and physical environment. It is great to hear (and see) that so many of 
you are trying new activities and being creative in how you stay physically active!

Here are some photos of one of our Year 8 students completing soccer drills and yoga for his Sport session! Keep 
up the great work!

SPORTS NEWS
Ms Lara Papworth, Head of Sport (Years 7 & 8)
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TOMORROW’S LEADERS
Ms Phoebe Lindsay, Head of Year 12

Please see below for our upcoming online event with Emma Gee on ‘Reinventing Resilience – 
Insights from Patient & Therapist’. 
  
If you’d like to register, click this link - https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/reinventing-resilience-
insights-from-patient-therapist-tickets-102009745896?aff=affiliate1   
  
Please feel free to forward on, and please, ‘stay home’ and take care. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Cassie 
  
  
CASSIE WATSON 
Industry & Alumni Adviser - Mon, Tues & Wed  
 

 
 
Level 10, 123 Lonsdale Street MELBOURNE VIC 3000 
P: +61 (03) 8613 0602 | Ext: 46602 | F: +61 (03) 8613 0698 
W: acap.edu.au 
E: Cassie.Watson@acap.edu.au 
 
National CRICOS Provider Code 01328A  |  TEQSA HE Provider Registration Code PRV12009  |  RTO Code 0500 
 

 
 
 

WELLBEING NEWS
Mr Wayne Davis, Head of Wellbeing and Mindfulness

I would like to celebrate Bayden Hill, one of our current Year 12 College Captains, who 
participated in the 2020 Tomorrow’s Leaders meeting earlier this year. Bayden shared the 
link with me to the Herald Sun article: https://www.heraldsun.com.au/leader/melbourne-
2020-school-captains-on-how-they-will-make-a-difference-in-the-community/news-story/9e
3dfc6cadf4f498d42008957501b3a4

If you watch the video, you will see Bayden responding at 1.32 mins. A huge congratulations 
to Bayden and his contribution to our school community and beyond.
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CLASSIFIEDS

 

 

 

★FREE ASSESSMENT TEST AVAILABLE FOR ALL NEW STUDENTS★ 

A FREE BOOK BAG! 
PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU BRING THIS VOUCHER WITH YOU! 

 

+ 

FOR ANY NEW STUDENTS WHO ENROL BEFORE 30.APR.2020! 

*CONDITIONS APPLY 
JAC ORMOND 9578 9668 | LEVEL 1, 331 Jasper Rd Ormond VIC 3204 

PRIMARY & SECONDARY / VCE / SCHOLARSHIP / SELECTIVE SPECIALISTS 

 

 

 

 
Our Social Distancing Support Program is up and 
running! 

Youth development workers are (virtually) meeting with young people aged 10-25 years 
old throughout the week to help keep them motivated, connected and supported. 

Whether it be helping them set goals, informing them of online social opportunities 
through youth services or checking in on their wellbeing, our Youth Development 
Workers are here to continue to support the young people of Glen Eira. 

If you know of a young person who may benefit from the additional support, register your 
interest online. 

For more information please contact Youth Services on 
youthservices@gleneira.vic.gov.au 

 
Register Here 
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CLASSIFIEDS
 

 

 

 
Lifehacks to help you while Social Distancing 
Maintain routine, starting with your morning routine.   
Do the ‘hardest’ thing at the beginning of the day.  
Accept the reality that we are currently facing — It is time-limited and will pass.   
Remember that it is about effort and not result. By following 
the recommendations, you ARE achieving.   
Go outside where appropriate and take some time in the sunshine and fresh air.   
Take a dance break and sing your favourite song — singing is a free mental health 
boost — don’t underestimate it.   
Try and learn something new. Now is a great opportunity to upskill yourself.  
Reach out to someone you haven’t spoken to in a while and check in to see how they 
are.  
Ask someone you live with if there is anything you can do to help.  
Be kind to yourself. These are wild times.  
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CLASSIFIEDS

 

 

 

 
Youth Mental Health Webinar With Black Dog 
Institute 

In these uncertain times, understanding mental health and illness is more important than 
ever. 

Join Glen Eira Youth Services and Black Dog Institute for an Insights webinar 
developed specifically for high school students: ‘Talking about Mental Illness’. 

Delivered by an experienced Black Dog presenter with lived experience of mental illness, 
this webinar aims to increase mental health literacy, reduce stigma and promote help-
seeking for young people. 

Date: Wednesday 6 May 

Time: 4.00pm – 4.40pm 

Zoom Meeting ID: 940 5860 7215 
If you would like more information, please contact Youth Services on 9524 3676 or by 
email, youthservices@gleneira.vic.gov.au. 
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CLASSIFIEDS

 

 

 

 

Community Pen Pals Project 

 
Volunteer today to become a pen pal to a senior 
member of our community and help them stay 
connected whilst physically distancing! 

You can help make a difference to some of Glen 
Eira’s most isolated community members. All it 
takes is an email address and 10 minutes to 
write a letter! 
For more information or to volunteer for this 
project, contact Glen Eira Youth Services on 
9524 3676 or email 
youthservices@gleneira.vic.gov.au. This 
opportunity is for young people aged 12-25. 
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CLASSIFIEDS

 

 

 

 
Accessing Food Parcels and Food Relief for 
Struggling Families 

At this time there are some families who are struggling with access to food for the first 
time. Community Information and Support Glen Eira can help struggling families in the 
Glen Eira community with food parcels and food vouchers.  
To find out more, call CIS Glen Eira on 9571 7644, Monday to Friday between 10am - 2pm.

 


