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I wish to congratulate and thank our school community.  

Indeed,  as  the  end  of  this  term  approaches,  we  have  reflected  on  everything  that  has  come  from  it;  improved 
technological use, lessons in self-awareness, and improved hand hygiene. Now we are looking at what elements of 
Online Learning should stay with us.  What skills do we need to embed in learning that encourages global collaboration, 
creativity and problem solving.  Nelson Mandela once said, “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can 
use to change the world.”  
 
Our school vision is to build a culture of high expectations and our motto, ‘Optimum Esse Vos Esse’ could not be more 
reflective of the contributions and actions of our students and staff during this pandemic. We have seen wonderful 
examples of innovative projects and inspiring classroom activities clearly demonstrating their ability to think creatively 
and problem solve global issues.   

The first day of Term 3 is a pupil-free Curriculum Day (13 July 2020).  Staff will be undertaking Professional Learning 
on this day around Student Data and Assessment.  Students will resume school on Tuesday 14 July 2020.

I encourage you to continue to talk to your children throughout the holidays about good hygiene practices that have 
been  widely  publicised.  Information  about  COVID19,  including  guidance  on  good  hygiene  practices  and  social 
distancing is available at the DHHD website: https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus

Enjoy the July holidays and stay safe.   
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL REPORTS
MS SCHY PREWETT, CURRICULUM, FEEDBACK AND PRACTICE

It has been thrilling to move back to onsite learning. The buzz around the college is evidence of the excitement the 
students and staff have for the face-to-face learning they are now able to take part in. While there were many wins 
during remote learning such as visible learning, nothing quite beats physically being in the same space to really lift 
the energy.  

Recently, the Curriculum Team met with John Corrigan, an expert in Leadership Development who kindly gave of his 
time to discuss how to maximise student feedback to improve student achievement.  We discussed his book ‘Student 
Feedback’, which aims to contribute to the transformation of the educator-student relationship from the hierarchical, 
one-way, coercive relationship of the past to the one that supports young people to develop skills and capabilities they 
need now and into the future. 

We discussed with John our current methods of collecting student  feedback and he was pleased  to hear  that we 
were undertaking surveys with our classes to see how we could better our teaching practices. John also made some 
suggestions about maximizing this feedback, pointing out that if students do not hear the results of their feedback they 
are unlikely to want to give it in the future. His main suggestion was a simple one; Report back to students after the 
survey the trends you observed and the actions you hope to take based on this feedback. 

Our next step as a College is to create the tools to assist teachers to reflect and create goals based on the results of 
their surveys. We are considering methods of working through this process in small groups to enable robust collegiate 
feedback. Consultation on the next steps will be sought once the Curriculum team has had an opportunity to document 
their ideas and do further research.
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MR ARUN KARUNARATNE, WELLBEING AND PATHWAYS

Term 2 has been an extremely unique experience like no other, our Bentleigh Secondary College community have 
bonded and adapted to the new norm extremely well. Staff and students have been very supportive and considerate 
towards each other which has made this process back to onsite learning a successful transition. Well done to 
everyone!!!

In order to support the Health and Wellbeing of our students, our amazing Wellbeing team led by Mr Wayne Davis 
developed a ‘Wellbeing Screening Tool’. The main aim of this survey was to collect data across all Year Levels and 
ascertain the types of support our students require. This survey has been distributed via Teams365 during week 8 
and 10, and will be posted again in week 2 of Term 3. We have had a very positive uptake on this survey with more 
than 90% of our students engaging and providing us with valuable feedback.

I would like to remind all students that our Wellbeing team, is operating business as usual and supporting our students 
with face-to-face meetings and via Teams if required. If you would like to access support from a member of our 
Wellbeing team, please email them directly, otherwise you are encouraged to contact Mr Wayne Davis by email -
(Wayne.Davis@education.vic.gov.au) or myself (Arun.Karunaratne@education.vic.gov.au) and we will assist you in 
making an appointment or providing you with the required support. 

For further information, visit our Health and Wellbeing link under the ‘Learning Resources Hub’ on our school website. 
Here you will find useful information relating to Mental Health and COVID-19.

If any student requires any additional support with Pathways, I encourage you to make contact with Rebecca Poulos 
(Careers and Pathways Co-ordinator)  for any advice or visit our careers webpage http://www.bentleighsccareers.
com/ 

Thank you to all students and parents for completing the online Subject Selections for 2021. We will start to create 
the timetable for 2021 over the course of the next few weeks. It was a great success with all our students completing 
the online selections and meeting the deadlines. 

Stay positive and keep safe!
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ABC MELBOURNE NEWS - 2 JUNE 2020

Assemblies, plays, and house sport is unlikely to occur at Bentleigh Secondary College for the foreseeable future.
Worse still, the formal has been cancelled and Year 12 schoolies’ plans have been thrown into disarray.

Hugs and high-fives have also been swapped for elbow bumps and foot shakes.
However, school captains Tia Lambas and Bayden Hill remain upbeat and thrilled to be reunited with their classmates 
after weeks of learning from home.

“During that time we were aiming to keep everybody connected. Although we aren’t physically connected we still have 
people to lean on virtually,” Tia said.

“We also wanted our fellow peers to feel as if they were being heard.”

Bayden believes students’ motivation and results will improve now they are back on campus, but said there were some 
benefits to the lockdown, allowing some to study more without having to commute to school.

“As year 12s you get a lot of your motivation, enthusiasm, and ideas off each other, and it gives you that push to keep 
going,” he said.

For principal Helene Hiotis the sound of kids in the hallways again is reassuring and reminds her why she loves her job.
While she remains wary of the risk of an outbreak, Ms Hiotis has confidence in the school’s hygiene precautions and 
social distancing measures.

“The class of 2020 will really be known as the COVID kids,” she said with a laugh.

“Kids have become more resilient because of this pandemic.”

Bentleigh Secondary College Principal Helene Hiotis believes her students have become more 
resilient after being forced to study from home. (ABC Melbourne: Kristian Silva)
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FOOD TECHNOLOGY
Ms Natalie Cumming, Head of Arts and Technology

Cooking @ Home during Online Learning
Students are to be congratulated on their participation in Food Technology during Online Learning. Many students took 
up the opportunity to ‘cook at home’, taking on the extra responsibility of checking they had all the required equipment 
and ingredients prior to each practical session. 

We had feedback from many families - they were loving the treats that were being cooked in the ‘Cooking @ home’ 
sessions.

Year 7 Pizza - Asher Rosens Harry Geri

Year 8 Anzac Biscuits - Felix McIntosh

Year 7 - Asher Rosens Breakfast in a Mug

Martim De Melo Rocha
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Javier Meneses making biscuits at home for his class.

Javier cooking mushroom and asparagus risotto.
Looks amazing!
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YEAR 8 SMOOTHIE BAR BUSINESS IBL
Mr Michael Lyristis, Head of da Vinci
Term 2 was an especially interesting term given the interruptions to regular school and its associated activities. Despite 
the lockdown, Year 8 students enjoyed a cross-curriculum project that enabled them to combine English Humanities 
and Mathematics in a project that was adapted for the home. The project provided an opportunity for students to 
research and create their own Smoothie Bar business concept. Students selected from a list of ingredients, or they 
were free to design their own smoothie recipe to base their business on. Once they had perfected their smoothie recipe 
and received feedback from close family the real work began. Some very important questions that were answered 
during the 3 weeklong project included: What do you need to get your business started? What are the costs involved? 
What were the staffing needs of  the business? The most  important question that some students thought was How 
much money will they make? 

The research involved for this project concluded with the students creating a marketing piece outlining the business 
name and goals, a persuasive pitch for English and mathematical analysis of their business for Maths.

Students  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  immersive  cross  curriculum  project  that  enabled  them  to  do  something  different 
during the lockdown period. All in all a fun project that engaged and extended students.
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TEXTILES
Ms Barbara Duncan-Sandford, Teacher of Design and Textiles
Congratulations  to Alexander  Spicko  for  his  “Monster”  production  task  completed  in  ISO. All  his  monsters  were 
completed without the use of a sewing machine. 

Alexander really enjoyed this design task and his mother, Lisa, has asked him to consider making more as Christmas 
gifts for his younger second cousins in the US.

Well done Alexander!!

Learning online with Ms Duncan supported in class by Ms O’Keefe
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MUSIC NEWS
Mr Andrew Albanis, Head of Music

Congratulations  to  all  staff  and  students  for  their  commitment  to  the Music  program over  the  isolation  period, we 
managed to continue the high level of learning. We have resumed face-to-face lessons and are happy to see all 
students attending their lessons in the last few weeks of term.

We will let parents and students know regarding ensembles once we have been informed of when they can resume.

Take care over the break and see you all in Term 3.
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SPORTS NEWS
Ms Rachael Rosenbrock, Head of Sport

In lieu of our Term 2 sports, cross country and house netball, we held a “Virtual house physical activity challenge” in 
week 8!

Students and staff downloaded Strava, to track their runs, rides and walks over a 5 day period. All km’s clocked went 
towards their house! I would like to congratulate the 100 students and staff who were extremely active over the week. 
It was extremely motivating and we all appreciated the “kudos” after we completed an activity.

Special mentions to:
- Tamsin Hafey (Wickham) who ran 39km over the week
- Lewis Sloane (Fawkner) who rode 150km over the week 
- James Nimorakiotakis (Hawker) closely behind (137.9km) and Ben Matihas (Hawker) (130.28km)
- Chelsea Whittle (Dendy) who was the most active (walk/ride/run) and clocked up 87.9km for her house
- Most active staff house team – Fawkner

Final House results:
 1st place  - Dendy  on 427.78
 2nd place  - Fawkner  on 415.11
 3rd place  - Wickham  on 378.76
 4th place  - Hawker  on 324.02
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WELLBEING NEWS
Mr Wayne Davis, Head of Wellbeing and Mindfulness

JUNE

Friday 26 June
Last day of Term 2 
Years 7 & 8 finish 2:50pm
Years 9 & 10 finish 3pm
Years 11 & 12 finish 3:10pm
 

As we return to our ‘new normal’ with special arrangements around the school in place, it is important that we all look 
after our own wellbeing. The nation’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic has been vitally important from the public 
health perspective in keeping us safe. This has not been without enormous disruption to our daily lives, but especially 
throughout our economy. Levels of anxiety have risen and many people are worried about their futures and how they 
can manage.

During our period of remote learning, and now we have returned to school, we have provided you with up to date and 
appropriate information to help you understand what has been evolving, and how we have responded. The Principal 
has posted many articles through Compass, we have published our special topics on SchoolTV, and Heads of Year 
level, Heads of School, and the Wellbeing Team have been following up and reaching out to our students and parents 
and helping them, along with their class teachers, manage their learning and their mental health. 

Our school is well known for the importance we place on every person’s wellbeing. We have resourced wellbeing as 
a school priority. Our Wellbeing Team work from the Positive Psychology model, where we focus on our strengths and 
the creation of a satisfying life filled with meaning, engagement, positive relationships and achievement.

We have been asking our students through a Wellbeing survey tool, to record each student’s experiences and 
responses over Term 2. It is from these responses that we are developing better ways of addressing student concerns 
and tailoring our supports accordingly.

Follow the School link and learn a little more about Positive Psychology and how we incorporate its principles at 
Bentleigh Secondary College.

https://bentleighsc.vic.schooltv.me/sites/default/files/editions-resources/happiness-gratitude/Happiness_Gratitude_
FS3.pdf

IMPORTANT DATES

JULY

Start of Term 3
Curriculum Day
Monday 13 July
School resumes
Tuesday 14 July
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CLASSIFIEDS
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CLASSIFIEDS

 

-INSPIRATION IN ISOLATION- 
Online Youth Art Exhibition 2020 
PHOTO’S, DRAWINGS, MOVING IMAGES, DIGITAL ART, PAITINGS, CRAFTS, TEXTILES, 
SCULPTURES WANTED 

Calling all interested artists aged 10 - 25 years old to submit their best artwork to be displayed in our 
online Art exhibition, Inspiration in Isolation. 

This annual event, hosted by Glen Eira City Council’s Youth Leadership has moved online, creating a 
space for young people to express their creativity for family, friends and the wider community. 

The Exhibition highlights and celebrates young people for their unique talents and their ability to 
interpret life through art. 

PRIZES:  
- Artists in the Junior category will be in the running to win a gift cards to the value of $100.00 in each 
age category. 
 
- Artists in the Senior category will be in the running to win a gift card to the value of $200.00  
 
-  Every entry also goes into the draw to win 1 of 4, participation prizes ($25 gift cards).  

ENTRANT CATEGORYS 
Junior: 
10-12 years 
13-15 years 
16-18 years 

Senior: 
19-25 years 
 
SUBMIT YOUR ARTWORK 
Visit our website to enter. 
Entries must be submitted by Friday 10th July at 4:30pm.  

THE EXHIBITION 
Winners notified on Friday 31st July.  

  

 

Enter Here 
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CLASSIFIEDS

 
Unfortunately, due to the current COVID-19 restrictions, Youth Services is not able to 
host the School Holiday Program during the upcoming winter holidays in June/July 2020. 

We will however, once again be providing Glen Eira young people the opportunity to 
receive one of our School Holiday Activity Packs! These all new packs have a range of 
exciting activities including craft ideas, puzzles, cooking activities and school 
holiday challenges.  

The School Holiday Activity Packs are available to young people aged 10-18, who live, 
work or study in Glen Eira.  

To register your interest in receiving a pack, fill out your details in the form linked below. 
Please note, packs are limited to the first 50 registrations and there is a maximum 
of one pack per family. 

If you are one of the first 50 people to register, Youth Services will contact you regarding 
the delivery of your School Holiday Activity Pack. 

 
Enter Here 
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CLASSIFIEDS

 
 
 

 

Listen to local Glen Eira Youth on Joy Fm 

Youth Services in collaboration with Minus 18 and Joy FM put together a special 'Youth 
In Control' show to celebrate IDAHOBIT Day on 17 May 2020. 

Participants from Glen Eira Pride discussed a range of topics around IDAHOBIT such 
as, the importance of pride groups in schools, how to be an effective ally, the importance 
of inclusive language and more. 

It is a powerful and informative Podcast, we highly recommend you check it out. 
To listen search Youth In Control on Spotify or iTunes and go to the IDAHOBIT special 
or go to https://joy.org.au/youthincontrol/ and scroll down to the IDAHOBIT Special 
Podcast.
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CLASSIFIEDS

 
 

 
 

Glen Eira Multicultural Youth Network - Update 

Glen Eira Multicultural Youth Network (GEMYN) was established in November 2019 to 
address and identify issues faced by Multicultural youth within Glen Eira. 

Over the next 12 months GEMYN will be looking at delivering some exciting new 
initiatives such as: 

-  ‘Welcome to Glen Eira’ events for those newly arrived who want to meet new people in 
their community. 
-  Creating videos that raise awareness of the challenges faced by multicultural youth. 
-  Exploring new training and support opportunities for multicultural young people. 

How you can be a part of this network  
If you’re an international student, born overseas or newly arrived and would like to 
participate in any of the upcoming events contact Glen Eira Youth Services on 9524 
3676 or email youthservices@gleneira.vic.gov.au 

Alternatively you can register interest online using the link below. 

 
 Register Here 


