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It is with great delight we welcome Yamada Senior High School, our sister school from Japan. I have enjoyed catching 
up with Mr Naozo Imahori, the Principal and his staff Mr Nakamae and Ms Tsujimoto Keiko.
 
Over the next couple of days at Bentleigh the Yamada students will experience Australian school life including, music, 
meditation, cooking, science, art, maths, sports and a visit to Healesville Sanctuary to learn about Australian animals. 
It is one of only two places to have successfully bred a platypus, the other being Sydney’s Taronga Zoo. This will be a 
wonderful opportunity for our Japanese Sister School.

Thank you to the host families who have made this possible by opening up their homes to our Yamada students in order 
to experience Australian culture outside of the school. 

I look forward to seeing you all at the Winter Concert tomorrow night!
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL REPORTS
MS LEANNE WINFIELD, WELLBEING AND PATHWAYS
In the final week of Term 2 we celebrated Naidoc Week with a visit from Indigenous Hip Hop. They performed three 
times for three different year levels: Year 7, 8 and 9 which was a mammoth task considering their high energy and 
uplifting performance. Towards the end students all stood up in a circle and joined in the dance. Along the way we 
learnt about history, aboriginal culture, dance and celebrated contemporary aspects of our Australian culture.
 
The leader of the group commented on how engaged and interested our students were as well as how eager they were 
to participate. This shows the high level of trust that our students have for each other and the level of respect they have 
for visitors to our school. And they had fun dancing! Thank you to Katie Parker-Vukusic for organising the visit. 

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion Survey is an annual 
survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected 
parents. It is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of parents’ perceptions of school climate, student 
behaviour and student engagement. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school 
planning and improvement strategies. 

Approximately 30 per cent of parents will be invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the survey are 
anonymous. This year the Parent Opinion Survey will be conducted from Tuesday July 23 to Sunday August 11.

The survey will only take 10-15 minutes to complete. Thank you to the parents who complete the survey. The results 
will be provided to the school in September when we begin the process of analysing data and planning for 2020.

We are currently in the process of completing subject selections for 2020. We are now able to begin the lengthy process 
of creating subject blocks and a timetable. If parents have any further questions they can contact the Head of Senior 
Sub-schools, the Careers and Pathways Co-ordinator or the Assistant Principal for Pathways by email or on the school 
phone number. 

We had a highly successful Parent Information Evening on Wednesday July 17 with a large attendance of parents and 
students in each year level. A number of our students spoke very eloquently in the Year 7 and Year 8 meetings about 
their experiences in Year 9 in the School for Student Leadership, the Advance Course and City Search.

On the same night our Careers and Pathways Co-ordinator Rebecca Poulos organised an Expo in the VCE Centre 
where universities, TAFEs, the Police Force and the Armed Forces had displays and representatives were able to 
answer student and parent questions about courses, campuses and requirements for enrolment. This was also well 
attended by parents and students. 
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MS CARRIE BLOOMFIELD, ACTING CURRICULUM, FEEDBACK AND PRACTICE

MR MARC KOENIG, ENGAGEMENT AND CONNECTEDNESS

In the first six weeks of Term 3, Schy Prewett is undertaking an internship as part of her Diploma of Principal Preparation 
shadowing the Principal of Mt. Erin Secondary College. During this time, I have been appointed to her role in Curriculum, 
Feedback and Practice. Mrs Yvonne Sirianos has kindly agreed to return to our school to teach my Year 9 Learning 
Journey, Year 10 Advanced Science and Year 11 Chemistry classes during this period. 

On July 18 and 19, several Key Learning Areas (KLA) and school leaders started a project to trial Professional Learning 
Communities (PLCs) within the school. PLCs are an approach to school improvement where groups of teachers 
work collaboratively to improve student outcomes.   Schools which incorporate PLCs build these communities on the 
fundamental idea that students learn more when their teachers work together. Building a PLC is a proven way for 
schools to increase student learning by creating a culture that is: 

• focussed on improvement, linking the learning needs of students with the professional learning and practice of 
teachers

• committed to professionalism
• fuelled by collaboration.

This trial will continue throughout Terms 3 and 4.

Over the last few months I have been working to audit the school’s curriculum documentation and on Friday July 19, 
staff were given feedback and time to work to improve these documents. They are working tirelessly to provide the 
highest-level teaching and learning programs which are constantly reviewed and improved upon. 

As per the Compass Newsfeed, we will focus on getting our uniform standards back as we have change rooms again. 
Parents are asked to ensure their child has a note if they are out of uniform for any reason. They are required to go to 
the office to get a uniform pass on a pink slip. Any students caught during the day without a pass will be issued a 45 min 
detention on the next Friday afternoon. If students fail to attend the detention or are habitually out of uniform there will 
be further consequences. We encourage parents to support the college in improving uniform standards.

It is exciting times here at BSC with building works nearing completion. Our second two court stadium is expected to 
be in use Term 4. Builders will soon be decanting their site and better access to the back oval is not far away. The Gym 
and Woodwork portables were removed over the holidays and work has begun on the carpark extension.The Stadium 
floor has been laid and line marking is complete. Scoreboards coming soon.

It has been frustratingly slow progress getting our promised bike shed organised. The department is working on it and 
we received a proposal with drawings this week, however amendments need to be made in order to suit our needs. We 
are working hard to get this happening ASAP.

Whilst on this subject, I’d like to remind all students to obey road rules (particularly the wearing of a helmet), consider 
the community when using footpaths and ensure bikes chains/locks are being used.

Our Term 3 Working Bee will be held on Sunday August 18 from 8.30am – 12.00pm. As always I encourage as many 
staff, parents and students to attend. There is landscaping to do in our new areas around the stadium (if accessible by 
this date) and more mulching to be done.

The focus for our students at Bentleigh Secondary College is to achieve their very best and to continually improve 
their learning. An important part of this focus is the partnership between school and home, between teacher and 
parents/guardian and student. Parent teacher interviews play a key role in this partnership where all three parties 
meet to discuss the student’s achievements, progress and strategies for improvement. The Years 7-11 Parent Teacher 
Interviews are on Wednesday August 21 running from 12.00 noon until 8.00pm. There are no classes for the day and 
students are expected to attend the interviews. Year 12 will have an English Practice Exam in the morning.

Bookings will open August 12 with the release of the Cycle 5 reports. Interviews with your child’s subject teachers run 
for 5 minutes each and you can choose to book interviews with all or some of these teachers. 

If you are unable to log on to Compass, please contact the college via the following email address:                                                          
bentleigh.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au
Then in the subject heading please type in ‘Compass Password Reset’.
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BEAUTIFUL ROSELLA’S ENJOYING THE GARDEN AREA OUTSIDE THE PIAZZA

BASKETBALL STADIUM NOW WITH LINE MARKING
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HOUSE DEBATING FINAL
Ms Dora Lakoumentas, Debating Co-ordinator

House Debating ended on the last day of Term 2 following a term of formidable debates from our junior, intermediate 
and senior student House debating teams. Points were scored for each house through student participation in debates 
either as speakers or researchers. The winning house with the most points was Hawker.

The House Debating Grand Finale was a celebration of the skill and talent of students from multiple year levels and 
houses. Our students presented the final debate before a whole school audience in the stadium and the debate was 
adjudicated by a professional adjudicator from the Debaters Association of Victoria. The topic of the debate was “That 
governments should legislate to cap daily screen time for minors”. Amelia Jones-Denholm, Tia Lambas and Jeremy 
Chrimes were arguing for the Affirmative Team and Luka Munro, Pimm Zyntek and Joel Nankervis formed the Negative 
Team. 

Both teams captivated their audience with stellar performances that were outstanding in the manner they were presented 
and in the nature of their convincing arguments. It was a tight finish with the victors being the Negative Team. However, 
the reality is both sides were victorious in embracing this challenge and modelling exemplary communication skills and 
courage to debate in the spotlight of the entire school community. For these reasons, all of our debaters in the Grand 
Finale Debate ought to be commended! The House Grand Finale Debate was one of the most memorable events of life 
at Bentleigh Secondary College in 2019.
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Ms Katie Parker-Vukusic, Wellbeing Counsellor 

NAIDOC DAY

NAIDOC Day is a time to recognise the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people. Bentleigh Secondary College in conjunction with Glen Eira Council, celebrated this wonderful day on Thursday 
June 27, by welcoming the ‘Indigenous Hip Hop Group’ into our school to work with our Years 7 to 9 students. These 
high energy and motivational workshops were enthusiastically received by the school community and saw students 
and staff alike, stepping out of their comfort zones and showing off some impressive dance moves.   
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YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE
Ms Rebecca Poulos, Careers and Pathways Co-ordinator

The Year 10 cohort completed their Work Experience in the last week of Term 2. Feedback from employers, 
students and visiting teachers has been positive and encouraging. Placements were wide and varied with students 
experiencing some amazing opportunities. Once again, our students have been exemplary ambassadors for our 
College. Congratulations to all students and thank you to those who helped make this possible. 
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YEAR 11 CENTRAL OZ
Ms Jenny Vlahandreas, Head of Year 11

The acknowledgement of country and the poem by Dorothea McKellar captures the experience of the forty three Year 
11 students that travelled almost 3000 km on the 2019 Central Australia Tour. It began at 5am on June 24 as we met 
at Bentleigh Secondary College, did a quick roll, were farewelled by the Principal Ms Hiotis and at 5:15 am we headed 
off.

Travelling through Western Victoria to Adelaide, where we stopped overnight, the tour continued on to Coober Pedy; 
our first different experience of the nine days where we spent the night sleeping in underground accommodation. It 
was our last night feeling warm, thanks to the steady temperature of about 20 degrees. At Coober Pedy, we had a 
town tour from one of the local indigenous guides and we saw an underground church, home, toured a mine and 
experienced an opal cutting and polishing demonstration.

The next day was our first of endless blue skies and warm temperatures. The landscape had changed and the rich, 
red colour of the soil was becoming more and more vibrant the further north we travelled. We arrived at the Uluru 
campground, effortlessly set up tents for the first time and went to the sunset viewing strip where Uluru performed its 
light show – breathtaking shades of orange and red, purple and misty grey had us all spellbound.

We met our guides the following day at Uluru and were taken on a journey of Anangu land through the eyes of the 
Anangu people and were shown the significant parts of Uluru relating to the ancestral beings that created this special 
place. Tjukurpa (laws, relationships of land to living beings and knowledge of past, present and future ) and Tjukuritja 
(physical evidence of the laws) were brought to life during this tour. That afternoon, the enormity of Kata Tjuta was 
experienced first-hand as we completed the Walpa Gorge Walk. We all felt so very small contrasted against the sheer 
height of the Kata Tjuta domes that, from a distance, we only appear as part of the conglomerate rocks making up of 
this place where boys have their initiation to adulthood.

We farewelled Uluru – Kata Tjuta and our next destination was Watarrka (King’s Canyon). A lone dingo greeted us 
on the road to the campsite and we knew that we were truly in the outback. At the start of the Canyon Rim Walk, 500 
steps waited for us to climb them and once at the top, a breathtaking view of the countryside below greeted us. The 
6km walk took us through spectacular rock formations and views of the valley below. We descended the path to the 
Garden of Eden, which marked the half way point, and we all had some snacks and took the opportunity to be still and 
absorb the grandeur of Watarrka. 

Our final destination was Alice Springs – what a beautiful town! The road had frequent flood markers and just from 
the scale of the landscape, it was becoming easier to imagine flash flooding that happens in the wet season. We 
walked through Simpson’s Gap, learned to listen to a gum sapling to find water beneath our feet, discovered ancient 
cycads in Standley Chasm and continued on to Ormiston Gorge, another enormous inland feature. Students swam in 
the waterhole, beautifully shaded from the warm sun by the immensely tall cliffs on either side. Back in Alice Springs, 
students visited the Royal Flying Doctor Service where they proudly presented their donations gathered during the 
trip. The enormity and importance of this service now had context as we knew firsthand, after our 8 day road trip, that 
to get to the next town by vehicle could take 7 hours. 

We all enjoyed some shopping in Alice Springs and headed back to the campgrounds for our final evening. We visited 
the sustainable Earth Sanctuary, were welcomed by homemade pipe digeridoos and were treated to some spectacular 
night sky observations, courtesy of the two telescopes set up at this amazing location. It was Territory Day, so, adding 
to the astronomical beauty of the night sky, there were fireworks that went off during the evening – a fitting end to our 
tour of Central Australia.

I love a sunburnt country,  
A land of sweeping plains,  
Of ragged mountain ranges,  
Of droughts and flooding rains.  
I love her far horizons,  
I love her jewel-sea,  
Her beauty and her terror  
The wide brown land for me.

We acknowledge the Traditional 
Owners of country throughout 
Australia and recognise their 

continuing connection to land, waters 
and culture. We pay our respects 
to their Elders past, present and 

emerging.



Bentleigh Secondary College 2019 12

Finally, I want to thank and congratulate every single student who attended the Central Australia Camp. Impeccably 
behaved, embracing every opportunity, working as a team and beautifully mannered, I was so proud to be away with 
this group of students. I thank Mr Karunaratne, Ms Papworth and Mr McLennan who attended the camp and their 
enthusiasm and commitment to making the most of this experience ensured that a memorable experience was had 
by all.

I will never forget this time away; the beautiful colours of our country, the first hand experiences had by our students, 
and the amazing stories of our indigenous people and early pioneers inspire gratitude and immense pride to be 
Australian.
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YEAR 12 CHEMISTRY
Ms Carrie Bloomfield and Ms Dimi Charalambous, Year 12 Chemistry Teachers

On the afternoon of Tuesday July 16, Year 12 Chemistry students travelled to Monash University for the Monash 
Organic Spectroscopy Symposium.  Students learnt to use various analytical instrumentation based on the concept of 
spectroscopy. They then used their understanding of Unit 4 Chemistry to analyse the data gained from the instruments 
and identify previously unknown organic molecules. 

Students ended the day playing a game of Mafia. The data of a molecule was scattered and students had to piece 
it together to identify the molecule, which was ‘murdering’ other molecules. This was a rich and hands on learning 
experience. Students had a fantastic afternoon and behaved impeccably, representing their school with pride.
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VCE CAREER EXPO
Ms Rebecca Poulos, Careers and Pathways Co-ordinator

Wednesday July 17 saw the first onsite Career Expo at Bentleigh Secondary College. It was a very successful event 
with exhibitors representing Universities, TAFES, Victoria Police and the Australian Defence Force present on the night. 
There was a lot of buzz around the VCE Centre where it was held and very positive feedback emerged as a result. 
Thank you to all parents, students, teachers and all the institutions for taking the time to attend.
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MUSIC NEWS
Mr Andrew Albanis
The Year 8 Band & the Junior Stage Band were great ambassadors for our school, performing at Coatesville Primary, 
Hughesdale Primary and Clarinda Primary. Some of our students had previously attended the schools and were able to 
meet and greet their previous teachers and peers. Students were exceptional in every way. An excellent day and well 
done to all involved. 

We were delighted to have the Bentleigh Secondary Bands perform at Coatesville again this year. They provided 
excellent entertainment and explanations about the genres and styles of their items. We also learnt the names of the 
instruments and heard some small ensemble demonstrations. Three ex-Coatesville students were in the band and it 
was good to hear them all excelling with their chosen instruments. Our thanks are extended to Mr. Armit who organised 
the tour and the myriad of other instrumental teachers who prepared the students. Above all, thank you to the students 
who put themselves in the spotlight to perform and bring enjoyment to others. This is inspiring for our Grade 5 and 6 
students who may be thinking about which instrument they would like to learn at secondary school. We look forward 
to this concert every year!

Mrs Rainford and Ms Ferguson
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TICKETS  TRYBOOKING.COM

B E N T L E I G H  S . C .

concert
winter

Tuesday 
30 July, 7pm

Glen Eira Town Hall 
Cnr Glen Eira Road & 
Hawthorn Road, Caulfield
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SPORT NEWS
Mr Mitch Wedderburn, Acting Head of Sports

On Thursday July 18, four students attended the SSV State Cross Country Finals at Bundoora Park in Bundoora. It 
was a nice day on a relatively hilly track, all students gave it everything they had, and they are to be congratulated on 
their efforts and for the way they represented Bentleigh Secondary College on the day. 

A huge congratulation to Rubin Howard who won his event and will be attending Nationals later in the year, Chelsea 
Whittle who came 5th, Wesley Jeffery who came 8th and Ethan Churchill-King who came 22nd in their respective age 
groups.  Fantastic effort to everyone!
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Mr Mitch Wedderburn, Acting Head of Sports

ATHLETICS DAY

On Friday July 26, 2019 the Bentleigh Secondary College House Athletics Carnival took place at Duncan Mackinnon 
Athletics Track in East Bentleigh. The weather was a typical chilly winters day with a bit of rain but that did not prevent 
students and staff from having a great day.  Student participation and effort in all events was fantastic and they are to 
be congratulated for this.
  
A special mention goes to all staff who helped with the running of events, staff and student reps who helped organise 
the BBQ and also to the School Band who performed magnificently on the day and helped add to what was already a 
great atmosphere.

The overall scores were: Dendy 1222 (1st), Wickham 1183 (2nd), Fawkner 930 (3rd) and Hawker 834 (4th).

Congratulations and good luck to all students who won their respective events and will be representing Bentleigh 
Secondary College at the Kingston Athletics Carnival on Wednesday September 4, 2019!!
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WELLBEING NEWS
Mr Wayne Davis, Head of Wellbeing and Mindfulness 

  

 

 

LAWN BOWLS PRIDE 
Saturday August 31st 

Fitzroy Victoria Bowling and Sports Club 
 

We're calling in all rainbow families and LGBTQI+ people to join the Proud 2 
Play team for a day of pride, celebration and connection this 

Wear It Purple day. 

 
Free Lawn bowls, BBQ lunch, live music, children's play space + more 

  

Accessible space with all gendered toilets. 

  

  

 

   

Looking forward to seeing you! 
   

Just a friendly reminder that we are celebrating Wear It Purple day 
with Lawn Bowls Pride in August. Tickets are available NOW! 

Book your FREE ticket  
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IMPORTANT DATES
30 Jul Winter Concert Rehearsal Day @ 

Glen Eira Town Hall 
Winter Concert 7pm @ Glen Eira 
Town Hall

1 Aug Australian Maths Competition

2Aug Yamada visit departs

5 Aug Senior Sport

7 Aug Intermediate Sport

8 Aug Junior Sport
Yr 10 OES Lake Mountain

9 Aug Yr 10 OES Lake Mountain
Whole School Musical Rehearsal
9am -3:15pm

12 Aug Science Week 
Senior Sport Finals

14 Aug Intermediate Sport Finals
Whole School Musical Primary 
Performance @ 9am

15 Aug Junior Sport Finals
Whole School Musical Opening Night 
(+ Friday & Saturday nights)

19 Aug Book Week
Instrumental Exams

21 Aug Year 12 English Practice Exam 9am-
12:15pm
Parent Teacher Interviews
Yr 7-11, 12pm - 8pm
(Yr 12 Study Day)
School Council

27 Aug

27-28 Aug

Wear It Purple Day

Yr 8-10 Ballarat Intermediate Band 
Tour

29 Aug Spellathon

4 Sep Kingston Athletics Carnival

6 Sep School Tour

9-10 Sep Year 9 Advance Camp 1 -                 
Wilsons Promontory

16-17 Sep

16-29 Sep

Year 9 Advance Camp 2 -    
Wilsons Promontory

European STEAM Trip Years 9-11

18 Sep School Council

20 Sep Last Day for Term 3
House Bentleigh’s Got Talent
Semester 2 (Year 12) Reports 
published 4pm

7 Oct TERM 4 BEGINS

10 Oct SMR Athletics

12 Oct Saturday - Year 6 PAT Testing 
9am - 11am

15-16 Oct Year 7 Band Tour Healesville

17 Oct School Assembly
Last day Year 12s
Valedictory Dinner 6pm

18 Oct Year 7 Indigenous Incursion 
Big Band Boogie

21 Oct-   
1 Nov 

Year 9 Advance Camp - Bogong

22 Oct Year 7 and Year 10 Immunisations
Visit, Round 2 - 9am

23 Oct Vocal Night 5pm - 6pm
School Council

28 Oct Instrumental Exams

4 Nov Years 7-12 Reports published 4pm

5 Nov MELBOURNE CUP DAY

18 Nov Early Commencement begins

27 Nov Spring Concert @ 7:00pm

6 Dec Early Commencement concludes 
for Years 10-12 (2020)
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CLASSIFIEDS

 

 

 

★FREE ASSESSMENT TEST AVAILABLE FOR ALL NEW STUDENTS★ 

A FREE BOOK BAG! 
PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU BRING THIS VOUCHER WITH YOU! 

 

+ 

FOR ANY NEW STUDENTS WHO ENROL BEFORE 10.AUG.2019! 

*CONDITIONS APPLY 
JAC ORMOND 9578 9668 | LEVEL 1, 331 Jasper Rd Ormond VIC 3204 

PRIMARY & SECONDARY / VCE / SCHOLARSHIP / SELECTIVE SPECIALISTS 

Donations of unwanted school items are
always needed and can be left at Reception.

TERM 3 DATES
OPEN

2 August, 30 August & 
20 September

8.00am - 8.45am
Performing Arts Centre Foyer 
(Enter via left hand side gate)

RECYCLED

 

“Cash Only”
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CLASSIFIEDS

Koorie Family Gathering 

Are you, your children or the children you care for 
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander?  

Do you live in the City of Bayside, Glen Eira,  
Kingston or Stonnington?

Would you like to connect with other Koorie families to have a yarn and a cuppa?

Join our fun activities including storytelling and singing.

Term 3, 2019
Weekly get togethers 10:30am - 12:30pm

Thursday 18 July

Thursday 1, 15, & 29 August
 

Thursday 12 September

Cultural activities will take place on May 2 and June 6

Where: Derrimut Weelam Gathering Place
Mordialloc Life Saving Club, 199 Beach Road, Mordialloc

For more information, contact:

Chris
0402 311 989
cedmonds@smpcp.org.au
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CLASSIFIEDS

 GLEN EIRA DISTRICT GIRL GUIDES  

Hall Address: 182 East Boundary Rd, Bentleigh East 
Postal Address: P.O. Box 740 Bentleigh East, 3165 
Contact:  Julie Armstrong 

Telephone: 0411 016 311 
Email: jarmstrong@guidesvic.org.au 

 
Glen Eira District – 2019 Leaders: 
Our volunteers comply with Working with Children, National Police 
check and Child Safety requirements.  All are trained in their roles with 
current First Aid qualifications. Some also have camping qualifications 
and one has a canoe qualification which enables them to offer exciting 
outdoor activities. 

Glen Eira District – Units for 2019 are: 
1st Bentleigh Brownies (7-10 years): Monday 5.30 - 6.45pm  
2nd Ormond Brownies (7-11 years): Tuesday 5.00 - 6.30pm 
3rd Bentleigh Guides (10-14 years): Monday 7.00 - 9.00pm 
Bentleigh Ranger Guides (14-18 years): Tuesday 7.00 - 9.00pm 
Bentleigh Ranger Unit Olave Program (18-30 years): Friday evenings 
All units meet at Bentleigh Guide Hall, 182 East Boundary Rd, East Bentleigh 
 
Membership Fees – for Girl Guides Vic and Glen Eira Support Group 

Part 1 - Girl Guides Victoria (GGV) membership for 2018 is $50.00 per 
term and includes insurance at all Girl Guide activities and is paid direct 
to GGV.   

Part 2 –Support Group fees are $50.00 for 1 Guide or $75.00 for 2 per 
term being for equipment and running costs of Bentleigh Girl Guide Hall 
 
 


