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Coronavirus (COVID-19) has taken a significant toll on all of us this year. As case numbers in Victoria recede and our 
students returned to school, there is much to celebrate. For our dedicated teachers, the return to face-to-face learning, 
the chatter in the classrooms and the buzz in the corridors, was music to our ears. The Year 7 students have settled and 
we farewelled our Year 12 students with the last bell, but around the world, not everyone is so lucky. 

The experience of young Victorians in 2020, particularly those in Year 12, will build the resilience and adaptability of 
many. I hope it builds their empathy too. So I am grateful that at Bentleigh we are all safe!

Despite the challenges this pandemic has thrown our way, I am extremely positive about the opportunities as well. The 
normalisation of online learning and online meetings opens a world of possibilities for our students and teachers to 
collaborate with colleagues around the globe.  We have much to be proud of here at Bentleigh. It is the quality of our 
education system, and the calibre of our teachers and support staff, who have pivoted so brilliantly to online learning 
that I am very proud of.  The staff and students have done a tremendous job! 

Today our students in Year 7 were in Halloween Costumes. It was delightful walking around the Year 7 Precinct seeing 
the colourful array of costumes, make-up and masks!

Parents are reminded that Monday 2 November 2020 is a school day and students should be in class.  
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL REPORTS
MS SCHY PREWETT, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - CURRICULUM, FEEDBACK AND PRACTICE

As of this week, I will be heading off on maternity leave to have my third child. I would like to take this opportunity to 
reflect on all we have been able to achieve in Curriculum this year and thank all of those who have made it possible. 
I would like to welcome Jenny Vlahandreas (current Head of Senior School) who will be my replacement until my 
return in July next year. While Jenny’s work at Bentleigh Secondary College for the past two years has predominately 
been in the sub-school area she comes with a wealth of experience including working as a Head of Curriculum at her 
previous school. 

The aim of the Curriculum team this year was to enhance Collective Efficacy as a staff through the implementation 
of the PLC program. The PLT leaders completed their training last year in preparation and we created a plan to 
implement a PLC approach that would allow us to revisit and improve our Effective Learning Behaviours as our first 
project. By Term 4 we had hoped to have staff be able to select a PLC focus of their own to present to the staff. Sadly, 
due to the interruptions of Online Learning our PLC continued albeit with slightly fewer sessions completed all online, 
so we haven’t quite met the milestone of autonomy of the PLC project, however this is planned for Term 1. 

By the end of this term we will have revisited, redeveloped and be ready to implement our new set of Effective 
Learning Behaviours and associated Developmental rubrics. The PLT leaders will be ready to lead their own PLT, 
through projects chosen by the teams and I cannot wait to see the result on my return. 

I wish to thank Carrie Bloomfield (Head of Curriculum) and Joshua Purcell (Instructional Practice Leader) for their 
ongoing work driving the PLC throughout the year. Their dedication to the cause, continued persistence and research 
into best practice has been instrumental in its success. 

I would like to also take this opportunity to thank the ICT team who has worked tirelessly through this transition to 
Online Learning. They have not only been attentive to the huge number of ICT helpdesk requests we have received 
during this time but have also managed to streamline and document processes so they are able to become even more 
efficient. I would like to officially welcome Adam Nagy (was current DET appointed Technician) into the role of ICT 
manager. I know that under his leadership the team will achieve great things. 

MR ARUN KARUNARATNE, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - WELLBEING, ENGAGEMENT AND PATHWAYS

Our Bentleigh Secondary College community hit the ground running at the beginning of Term 4. Our VCE students 
completed their General Achievement Test during the first week back. Our senior students have had an extremely 
challenging year leading into their final examinations; which have already started for a few of our students. Our VCE 
students have overcome many challenges and demonstrated reliance, determination and grit throughout this year. 

Congratulations to all our students for overcoming these extremely difficult times.

Our Senior Sub School team; lead by Jenny Vlahandreas, Phoebe Lindsay and Rebecca Poulos, have been extremely 
busy in supporting our senior students through their Special consideration and Special Entry Access Scheme 
applications (SEAS), counselling students with early entry into TAFE and Universities and course/career counselling. 

I would to like to acknowledge the amazing efforts by our wonderful Year 7 team; lead by Josie Philips and Lindsay 
Wilson, for supporting our Year 7 students transition back to onsite learning. The Year 7 team were involved in planning 
several activities that related to wellbeing and connectedness. The sessions were extremely well received by our 
students. Great job Year 7’s!

Our Wellbeing Team have been engaged throughout this year by proactively providing support and guidance for 
students across Year 7 – 12. The data collected via the ‘Wellbeing Screening Tool’ has been enormously useful in 
connecting and implementing a variety of strategies to support our students across all year levels. 

Wellbeing tip for parents:
Wellbeing information for parents by the Department of Education and Training can be accessed via this link ‘Looking 
after your child’s mental health’. This link covers information about possible changes that your child/ren may be 
experiencing with regards to mood and behaviour, which is a natural process of ‘growing up’. It addresses the difference 
between normal and abnormal behaviour.
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Traditionally we spend time educating our students on the safe use of social media. This is done with both students and 
parents. The Carly Ryan Foundation has presented to students and parents in the past. Attached is a Family Contract 
that can be used or alternatively can be used for good discussion points. Key statistics that are of concern:

• Between 10.00pm and midnight 80% of students were on their phones or messaging 
• Between Midnight and 2.00am 60% of students were on their phones or messaging 

We are aware there are challenges for some students accessing new uniforms due to their growth during lockdown. 
If this is the case, please provide your child with a note in order for them to receive a uniform pass from their Head of 
Year Level. They are expected to see their HOYL before school.

Works are still going on in the college and continue to provide students with the best learning spaces possible. Recent 
works include:-

• The refurbishment of the VCE toilets.
• Additional synthetic grass, garden beds, tiered seating and pathways near the new stadium and Wetlands portables.
• Planting more trees to provide shade in the future.
• The reeds in the Wetlands and pond have been cleared.

MR MARC KOENIG, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - WELLBEING, ENGAGEMENT AND CONNECTEDNESS
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WETLANDS
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ONLINE FOOD TECHNOLOGY
Ms Natalie Cumming, Head of Food Technology

CHARLIE SMITH - OAT BISCUIT SANDWICHES
WITH CHOCOLATE GANACHE JACK WILKINSON -  TANDOORI CHICKEN

TEX ROTTER -  APPLE TURNOVERS WES JEFFREY - TOASTIE CHALLENGE

Completing practical subjects from home has never been something we have planned for, however our 2020 Food 
Technology students have risen to the challenges they have faced his year. 

Credit must be given to those students (and families) who took the time to plan their practical lessons in advance 
by checking the recipe requirements and ensuring they had the required ingredients and equipment to participate in 
practical lessons. 

Congratulations to all students who participated in Food Technology classes during 2020.
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MUSIC NEWS

YEAR 12 DRESS UP AND LAST DAY 
Ms Phoebe Lindsay, Head of Year 12

Congratulations to all our Year 12 students, and a big thank you to all those Year 12s who have participated in our 
Music program. We value your commitment and the contribution you have made. Good luck with your exams.

The Year 12 Music Performance students completed their performance exams to an excellent level. We wish them 
all the best for their upcoming written exams.

Mr Andrew Albanis, Head of Music

Our Year 12 students have been courageous in the face of this year’s challenges and took the opportunity for a                      
well-deserved celebration as we came to the close of formal onsite classes before their study leave. 

Across their final week and final day students participated in dress up days for ‘Dress to the Decade’, ‘What do you 
want to be when you grow up?’ and a final uniform decoration day with pom poms and glitter as far as the eye could 
see. 

It has been fantastic to celebrate the accomplishments of the Year 12 students and to cheer them on to their final 
exams.
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
Ms Rachael Rosenbrock, Head of Sport

Sarah Hartwig finished Year 12 last year and has been drafted to AFLW Bulldogs! Her sister is currently in Year 10.

We are very excited that another of our Bentleigh elite sport students has made it!

Many of you have played a significant role in building her sporting prowess and academic studies!

Thank you and well done Sarah, wishing you all the best.
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Mr Wayne Davis, Head of Wellbeing & Mindfulness

WELLBEING NEWS
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here for young people 
City of Kingston's Youth Services works with young people aged 12 to 25 to provide 
free services and support. 
 
We work with young people as well as their families and partners. Information, 
programs and counselling support are available on a range of issues. We also 
develop, promote and run events, as well as create and print a local youth mag in 
conjunction with young people. Kingston Youth Services is a free confidential and 
non-judgmental service that's part of the Bayside, Glen Eira, Kingston, Youth 
Network (BGKYN). We treat all people equally regardless of ethnic origin, religion, 
gender identity, disability, sexual orientation and financial status. 
  
To keep up to date with what’s on offer - follow us on Instagram, Facebook and our 
YouTube channels. 

 
 

 

 

Kingston Youth Services is continuing to offer Counselling and Youth Work 
Support for young people 12-25 years with a link to the City of Kingston. There 
is no need for a mental health care plan and sessions are free, online sessions 
also available. 
 
Referral Options: 

 To refer someone you know or work with, click here  to complete and 
submit the referral form. 

 To refer yourself, you can contact our youth work team on 1300 369 436 or 
send through an email (youth.services@kingston.vic.gov.au) with your 
request and contact details. 

 We also offer supported referrals, our youth work team can help link you 
with another service in the area that may specialise in your needs. 
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QIK is a free, confidential, weekly social support group for young people 

aged 14-25 years with a link to the City of Kingston who may identify as 

same sex attracted, gender diverse or questioning their sexuality and 

gender. 

The group provides a safe space for members who can learn from and 

receive support from each other. Dedicated and passionate youth 

workers head up the sessions and members can take part in a variety of 

activities and discussions. Group is currently held online. 

To register click here and complete an Expression of Interest form. 

 

Queer in Kingston (QIK) 
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Topics covered 
� The difference between stress and anxiety
� How stress or anxiety affects our brains
� How to manage your own stress
� Self-care and why it’s important
� The benefits of mindfulness
� A variety of strategies for your toolkit

2158

Limited places. Registrations essential 
bayside.vic.gov.au/youth

Anxiety and stress 
management workshop 
for teens

Monday 2 November 
3.45pm – 5pm

Tuesday 10 November 
3.45pm – 5pm 

Wednesday 18 November 
3.45pm – 5pm

Thursday 26 November 
3.45pm – 5pm

WORKSHOP DATES

ANXIETY  
& STRESS 

Free 
workshops



Bentleigh Secondary College 2020 15

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parent Information Night (PIN)  

 
 

 

Last month we welcomed Andrew Fuller as our guest speaker for our Parent 

Information Night. Andrew spoke about resilience, mental health and the 

challenges facing young people during COVID-19. 

With the constant changes experienced by everyone this year - but especially our 

students, parents expressed concern over how best to support their young 

people navigate remote learning and the loss of the social connections previously 

experienced within the school community. Andrew was able to share some great 

strategies and theory based knowledge on teenage brain development with over 

200 parents who attended. 

Our next Parent Information Night will be during term four so keep an eye out on 

our social media channels or subscribe to our newsletter to be kept up to date 

and not miss out! 

 

 

Welcome back everyone! 

It is great to see you all again and we hope to re-open the Library by the end of the year so you can have some holiday 
reading.

I would like to remind you all when you are bringing back your Library books, to please use the entry at the end of 
L-block. 

To keep you all safe, you have your own entry and exit points to the Library.

Thanks for you co-operation and hope to see you soon. 

😊

LIBRARY NEWS
Ms Robyn Zienow, Library Technician
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CLASSIFIEDS

IMPORTANT DATES

OCTOBER

Curriculum Day
30 October

NOVEMBER

Exams for Senior School Commence
Monday 2, 4, 5, 6, 9,10 November

MELBOURNE CUP DAY
Tuesday 3 November

Year 12 Exams Commence
Tuesday 10 November

Early Commencement begins
Monday 16 November

Easy to organise - we make it simple for you.

Brilliant artists and instructors take 
the classes in real-time on Zoom.

FIRST CLASS FREE!
LIMITED PLACES!   BOOK NOW!

To book go to www.artsmartforkids.com.au

FANTASTIC ONLINE ART CLASSES


