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“Being the best you can be”

The right to learn.
The right to be treated with respect.

The right to be safe.
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

11TH EDITION
9TH DECEMBER 2016

12 Dec End of year activities - 

13 Dec

14 Dec

Years 7 and 8
End of year activities - Years 
7 and 8
Presentation Night

2017

1 Feb Year 7 and Year 12 start
School Photos - Year 12 
cohort and staff photo

2 Feb
Year 12 Motivation Day
Years 8-11 start

Years 8-12 Instrumental

6 Feb

8 Feb

10 Feb
13 Feb
14 Feb
15 Feb

16 Feb
17 Feb
20 Feb

21 Feb

22 Feb

Music Lessons commence
School Photos - Year 7-11
and Leadership
Swimming Carnival at 
Carnegie Swim Centre
School Tour 9:15-10:15am
House Chorals Incursion
Whole school Assembly
Music Recruitment Night  
7:30pm PAC
Kingston Senior Cricket
School Tour 9:15-10:15am
Kingston Intermediate Cricket
Year 8 - Click Aainst Hate 
Program
Junior House Sport
Click Against Hate Program
School Council Meeting 
Year 7  Camp Rumbug
Intermediate House Sport

Congratulations to all students who have been invited to attend Presentation 
Night on Wednesday December 14, 2016 to receive an award. I look forward 
to catching up with many students and their proud families during the evening.  
These students are receiving awards because they have demonstrated their 
ability to consistently do their best by working to successfully achieve their 
goals.  I also take this opportunity to acknowledge our remaining student body 
who have strived to do their best to fulfil their potential throughout the year.   
This positive attitude to learning at Bentleigh Secondary College enables us to 
maintain its exemplary learning culture.  

A number of our staff are moving on and their expertise will be missed.

One of our long standing English teachers, Leigh Hemming will be retiring 
after  twenty six years at Bentleigh. Leigh has bought the joy of reading English 
Literature to many students. His passion is exhibited through his mentoring of 
our Student Debaters and he will be greatly missed for his general knowledge 
and wit.

Annette Schout will also be retiring. Her enthusiasm has seen an increase 
in student engagement in the areas of physical and sport education. Annette 
established the Advance Program ensuring the college could provide a vigorous 
and academic Outdoor Education program in VCE.  A dynamic and passionate 
teacher, who will be missed, we wish her all the best in her retirement.

Raf Makary has displayed many skills throughout his time at Bentleigh, 
undertaking the responsibilities of Daily Organiser and Timetabling. He has 
supported students in receiving outstanding results in Mathematics and Physics.  
His passion of teaching and mentoring of staff is to be commended and we wish 
him the best in his retirement. 
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Bill Thomas, Head of Sustainability provided insight in developing our Sustainability Program.  He has a passion in 
implementing best practices and enthusiastically shares his knowledge with students and the wider community.  His 
hunger to promote sustainability has seen Bentleigh recognised for sustainable practices on the global stage.  Bill’s 
passion, drive and leadership in the area of sustainability will be missed.  We wish him all the best in his move to a new 
role and school. 

Andrew Batchelor, Assistant Principal, will also be transferring to another school. He has been an outstanding leader of 
the Middle School and an inspiring individual whose insights on educational practice are exemplary.  We wish him all 
the best. 

The School Leadership  for 2017:

Assistant Principals      Mr Marc Koenig and Ms Leanne Winfield

Head of Curriculum: Teaching and Learning  Ms Carrie Bloomfield
Head of Curriculum: Instructional Practice  Ms Schy Prewett
Head of Curriculum: eLearning & Assessment  Mr James Lee 
Head of Engagement, Sustainability & Partnerships Mrs  Tana O’Hara

Head of Middle School      Ms Courtney Fraracchio
Heads of Year 9      Ms Christine Coldbeck and Mr Jake Cameron
Heads of Year 8      Mrs Natalie Cumming and Mr Toby Mahoney
Heads of Year 7      Mrs Sue Blackmore and Mr Stuart Pearson

Head of Senior School      Mr Chris Christofidis
Heads of Year 12     Ms Claire Keep and Mrs Helen Arhontis
Heads of Year 11      Mr Robbie McLauchlan and Ms Felicity Campbell
Heads of Year 10       Mrs Dimi Charalambous and Mr John Karydis

Head of Wellbeing Junior    Mr Wayne Davis
Head of Wellbeing Senior    Ms Julie Yelland
PSD Co-ordinator     Ms Sophie Clark

Arts Learning Area Head    Ms Sarah Hamilton
English Learning Area Head    Mrs Anna Boukouras
Health/PE Learning Area Head    Mr Luke Brookman
Humanities Learning Area Head    Mr Josh Purcell
LOTE Learning Area Head    Ms Ayako Lyons
Mathematics Learning Area Head   Mrs Yvonne Lane
Science Learning Area Head    Mr Michael Lyristis
Technology Learning Area Head    Mrs Vikki Elliott

PAST TEACHER MR JOHN WILSON & MS HELENE HIOTIS
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS
MR MARC KOENIG 

The 60th Anniversary Tree Planting Day was a resounding success.  Volunteers were on site assisting with the planting 
and we ran two tour groups of past students and teachers through the college. It was great to see past students and 
staff mix with the new and educate each other on what was then and what is now.  It was an enjoyable day celebrated 
in great spirits.  A number of photos appear throughout the newsletter to mark this event.

It has been great to see that our 2017 Year 8 and Year 9 students have begun their new timetable and classes in such 
a positive manner. This is a fantastic opportunity for students to begin their learning and develop positive relationships 
with their new teachers and other students. We look forward to welcoming all of our students back at the start of 2017 
ready to continue their learning and taking up the opportunities presented to them. 
 
On Tuesday December 6, the college held our Year 7 2017 Orientation Day. It was a great opportunity to welcome our 
new students and families to our learning community and make new friends. Peer Support students did an outstanding 
job.It was great to see them enjoying the new Year 7 Centre in A Block with the new Textiles and Food Tech Room, 
new lockers, new carpet and fresh paint. New blinds and TVs are being installed in the holidays.

Thank you again to our parent community who send students to school in their required uniform. As you are aware 
our expectations are high. Such high expectations with regard to uniform enhance the learning culture of our college. 
Our school uniform supplier PSW Quality Apparel is open Monday to Friday between 8.30am-5.00pm and Saturdays 
from 9.00am-5.00pm. They are located at 15 Mills Street, Cheltenham. 
 
Congratulations to Slindile Kubheka who recently sent us her Year 12 
Graduation photo.  

Slindile was part of the Soweto exchange program in 2015 and formed 
numerous positive relationships with students at Bentleigh Secondary 
College while embracing the Australian culture.  

We wish her well in her future studies.

JUNIOR HELPER TREE PLANTING

SLINDILE
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MS LEANNE WINFIELD
SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS

The Senior School Team have already had a number 
of meetings, working to maintain a strong team focus 
where we work to support students and assist in their 
development through their school studies and the 
college extra-curricular program. Once again a key 
area of focus will be on study skills, discussing with 
students how they learn and highlighting effective 
learning strategies. 

Early Commencement has been a busy time for 
students and teachers. There was a concentrated 
focus with students keen to begin their new studies 
during this time. Year 11 and 12 students have 
completed the first two weeks of their units for 2017. 
Year 10 students have one more week to complete 
them. Course Confirmation took place on Monday 
December 5. It was a productive time for Heads of 
Year Levels, Principal class and teachers to check in 
with students about their course and their progress so 
far.

Planning has already begun on many events for next 
year. The Presentation Ball for Year 10 students will 
take place on Thursday May 25, 2017. The Central 
Australia trip has been organised for Year 11 students 
at the end of Term two. I am pleased to say that all of 
the places available have been taken up by students.  SCHOOL COUNCILLOR MRS JO ANTCLIFF & 

MR JEFF ANTCLIFF
A very exciting Overseas STEAM Trip (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics), with a focus on 
History as well, has also been organised for later in the year travelling to England and Belgium. This trip has also a 
good number of students who have expressed very keen interest in attending. 

Year 12 students will attend a Motivation Day on their first day back next year, Wednesday February 1, 2017. The 
school photograph for the entire class of 2017 will be taken at the beginning of the day. Students will participate in a 
number of activities, including goal setting and meeting their mentors, as well as listening to Guest Speaker, Tristan 
Miller.

Year 10 and 11 students will return on Thursday February 2, 2017, with a brief year level assembly and then straight in 
to class. During Early Commencement we have moved some lockers and have been waiting on new replacements of 
some of the older lockers. Thank you to students for their patience during this process. Some students already have 
lockers and any final allocation of lockers will be done as early as possible in the new year.

Before we finish the year, remember that success comes from effort and hard work. Complete any holiday homework 
you have been given. Read your English novels and take notes but also have a safe and happy holiday. I am looking 
forward to working with senior students, the senior team and senior school families next year.



Bentleigh Secondary College 2016 5

Mrs Anna Boukouras, Head of English

CURRICULUM INNOVATION 
As part of a curriculum design and assessment course completed by Mrs Anna Boukouras (Head of English), Ms 
Christine Coldbeck (Head of Year 9), Ms Felicity Campbell (Head of Year 11), Ms Helene Hiotis and Ms Leanne 
Winfield, Principal and Assistant Principal respectively, we have designed a unit of work which we have been trialling 
for Year 9 English during Early Commencement. It is titled, ‘The Hunger Games’ and is structured around a central, 
essential question of ‘What do people hunger for’?
 
The English teachers mentioned above designed the course to lead students into deeply thinking about the essential 
question which began with Mind Map activities and discussions of what our students hungered for. Some found that a 
Rolex watch was simply essential! Others talked about the basic needs and wants as well as the emotional needs which 
humans need, such as love and support, recognition, freedom etc. We have then gone into looking at our consumer 
society and viewed a documentary, ‘Consuming Kids’ which showed students how deregulation and marketing have 
been used to influence the ‘cradle to grave’ consumer. This really got our students’ minds ticking along in terms of how 
our wants and needs are being manipulated and how we hunger for things we didn’t expect to hunger for 50 years 
ago.  The course then allows for a viewing of the wildly popular ‘The Hunger Games’ film and with discussions arising 
out of this text in terms of how young people were treated in this ‘reality/gladiatorial game’ and the notion of hunger in 
this dystopian society.

In the final week of The Hunger Games unit we will revisit our thinking from the beginning of the unit and present an 
assessment task on our findings to the question, ‘What do people hunger for’?

In 2017, students in Year 9 will begin the year with a new inquiry based unit called, ‘Are people born civilised or savage’? 
and it will be based around the key text of ‘The Lord of the Flies’ with a range of other texts for varying abilities made 
available for our students to explore. It is hoped that our students’ speaking, reading, writing and above all, higher order 
thinking skills are stimulated and developed through our new unit. 
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SCOUT ACHIEVERS

On Saturday November 19, three of our Year 9 students Brendan Guy, Rachel Heenan and Rory O’Brien were 
presented with the Australian Scout Medallion at a presentation attended by hundreds of people from across Victoria.  
The presentation was made by Mr Brendan Watson, OAM, Chief Commissioner, Scouts Victoria.

This award is the highest award earned by Scouts (youth aged 11-14), and requires leadership, organisation, drive, 
determination, resilience and high-level practical Scouting knowledge including campcraft and hiking.  The Australian 
Scout Medallion has three components:  The Green Cord, The Leadership Course and the Leadership Activity.  

Brendan, Rachel and Rory are now entering the next youth section of Scouting called Venturers.  The first part of the 
award scheme, the Venturer Award, may see them on their way to earning two Vocational Education and Training 
Certificates from Scouts Australia institute of training.

Brendan, Rachel and Rory are recognised leaders now and in the future and we congratulate them on their achievements.

RORY O’BRIEN, RACHEL HEENAN & BRENDAN GUY
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PUN & PUZZLE
Pun: 

Puzzle: Draw a diagram to show how you can 
arrange twelve lamp-posts in six rows, each with four 

lamp-posts.

Solution to last puzzle:  
The numbers were 51 and 33

Three of our senior students Kirsten O’Brien of Year12, Jack Blight of Year 10 and Tara Begg of Year 10 along with 
many other 15 to 18 year old Venturers are travelling to Fiji this month to build two playgrounds for an underprivileged 
school near Savusavu.

They have been busy all year fundraising for travel and project building costs which have also been supported by the 
Rotary Club of Bentleigh Moorabbin Central.

We wish them well with their ten day project and am sure the school in Savusavu will be most appreciative of their 
efforts.

COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT
Mr John Karydis and Mrs Dimi Charalambous, Heads of Year 10
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LEARNING JOURNEY - TWISTED THREADS

As part of the Term 4 Twisted Threads Learning Journey class the students repurposed old jumpers into magnificent pet 
beds with the purpose to donate the beds to a cat rescue organisation. 

On 25 November two representatives from Cheltenham Cat Rescue visited the Learning Journey class to collect the cat 
beds and thank the students personally. They brought along with them five 6 week old kittens. Both staff and students 
were extremely excited and lucky to be able to have a cuddle of the tiny little kittens.

Cheltenham Cat Rescue (CCR) commenced rescue operations in June 2015. Working collaboratively with other rescue 
groups, councils and pounds across Melbourne,  Cheltenham Cat Rescue focuses on rescuing homeless cats and 
kittens in need.  They are an all-breed cat rescue organisation, staffed entirely by volunteers and funded only by 
public donations. All funds raised go straight back into helping the cats and kittens in their care. The survival of their 
organisation relies on the network of volunteer foster carers who assist in the provision of temporary homes whilst 
forever homes are found. Without these carers, rescue organisations like CCR would cease to exist. All cats/kittens 
rescued are fully vet worked before being re-homed. 

Since they commenced operations, they have saved over 550 lives.  A statistic of which they are most proud!
All donations over $2 to Cheltenham Cat Rescue are tax deductible.

Mrs Natalie Cumming, Head of Year 8
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WELLBEING NEWS
Are you a leader?
Glen Eira Youth services is currently seeking expressions of interest for its 2017 Youth Leadership Team (YLT).
The YLT is made up of enthusiastic young people aged 15 to 25.  As a team, members will plan, develop, organise 
and run youth events throughout the year, take part in youth consultation and launch their very own campaign to raise 
awareness and support for issues affecting the young people of Glen Eira.
Young people selected to be a part of the YLT will receive training in leadership.
If you would like to register your interest, contact Youth Services on 9524 3676 or visit www.gleneira.vic.gov.au/ylt

Summer Teen School Holiday Program
The Teen School Holiday Program is now running over summer!  Activities are open to young people aged 12 to 18 
years who live, work or study in Glen Eira.  Jammed-packed with awesome activities, the program will be held from 
Tuesday 10 to Thursday January 19.  Activities include barefoot bowling, a beach day and a visit to Adventure Park 
Geelong - Victoria’s biggest water park  Places are limited and we expect the program to fill up fast.
Bookings open Monday December 5 at 9.00am and close Friday December 16 at 5.00pm or until sold out.  For further 
information visit our website.

Pride and diversity
Glen Eira Youth Services is looking for young people aged 14 to 25 who are interested in joining a new same-sex 
attracted, sex/gender diverse or questioning support group in 2017.
Pride and diversity will provide an opportunity for young people to meet other like-minded people in an environment 
that is safe, supportive, inclusive and confidential.  Pride and diversity will commence in early February 2017.  For more 
information or to register your interest, text 0419 893 790 or email youthservices@gleneira.vic.gov.au

Plugged In
Plugged In is a short course where young people aged 12 to 25 can learn about sound production and how to 
professionally record music from the Youth Centre’s purpose-built recording studio.  Graduates then have access to 
book the studio and record their own music.
When:  Wednesdays, 4.00-5.00pm. Where:  Youth Information Centre, 86 Robert Street, Bentleigh

Carols in the Park, Bentleigh Hodgson Reserve, Bentleigh
Join local residents for Glen Eira City Council’s annual Carols in the Park on Saturday December 10, at 5.30-8.00pm.  
Main stage entertainment will be hosted by Spencer McLaren with live performances by Justine Clarke, Bananas In 
Pyjamas, the Australian Girls Choir and a special surprise visitor!  Children’s activities, face painting and a range of food 
vendors will be available.  Bring a blanket and your family and friends together for this fun community event.

MUSIC REPORT
Mr Andrew Albanis, Head of Music

Congratulations to all involved in the 2016 Spring 
Concert, an evening promoting the outstanding talent 
we have at our school. We wish our Year 12s the best of 
luck in their chosen paths.

On Tuesday 6 December the Choir, Rock Band, Senior 
Stage Band and the Symphonic Wind Ensemble 
embarked on a four day band tour to the Gold Coast. 
This was a great experience for all involved.
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SPORTS NEWS
Miss Danielle May, Sport Teacher and Coach
Year 8 Handball Girls Gala Day

On Wednesday November 23 we had Melbourne Vixens Netball player Kim Cannane visit the school to run a netball 
clinic. Twenty five lucky students who participated earlier in the year in the ‘Equity in Netball’ research project were 
invited to attend. The students were taken through an active warm up, some fitness and skill drills and finished off with 
a game session. There was also a Q & A session at the conclusion of the clinic where students were enthusiastically 
asking a variety of questions trying to get an accurate picture of what it is like to be an elite level netballer. The students 
involved all enjoyed this great opportunity and participated actively.

Miss Sally-Ann Hudson, Sport Teacher

Melbourne Vixens come to Bentleigh SC

Bentleigh Champions

Congratulations to Alana Porter of Year 9, 
Sarah Hartwig of  Year 9 and Lochlan Curry 
of Year 7  on their outstanding performances 
at the 2016 All Schools Track and Field 
Championships at Lakeside Stadium.

The article on the right was in the Moorabbin 
Leader Newspaper last month.

On Friday November 11, 2016, three Year 8 Girls Handball 
teams played in the Gala day at GESAC against other 
Kingston Schools. Bentleigh Secondary College had 
an extremely successful day with all teams competing 
extremely well. All of the teams proved their strength 
and skills throughout the competition with the ‘A’ team 
winning the whole tournament. Their defending skills were 
unstoppable particularly in their hardest game against 
McKinnon where they won 3 – 0. All of the girls are to be 
congratulated on their effort, dedication and commitment 
to training and the competition. Congratulations Bentleigh!
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CLASSIFIEDS

18 FEBRUARY 2017

	  
	  Now	  seeking	  

Female	  Footballers	  
	  

Be	  a	  part	  of	  history	  by	  becoming	  a	  player	  with	  
the	  first	  ever	  Ormond	  Women's	  Football	  team	  

	  
Play	  locally	  with	  an	  established	  club	  

with	  great	  people	  and	  facili@es	  
	  

All	  skills	  and	  abili@es	  welcome	  including	  first-‐@me	  footballers,	  
but	  must	  be	  over	  16	  years	  of	  age	  on	  1	  January	  2017	  to	  play	  

	  
The	  Club	  is	  based	  at	  EE	  Gunn	  Reserve,	  Ormond,	  and	  is	  affiliated	  

with	  the	  Victorian	  Amateur	  Football	  Associa@on,	  which	  is	  
introducing	  a	  Women’s	  Football	  Compe@@on	  in	  2017	  

Register	  your	  interest	  with	  Sally	  Difford	  
E:	  sdifford@optusnet.com.au	  
M:	  0409	  977	  244	  

The	  Club	  is	  also	  seeking	  expressions	  of	  interest	  from	  people	  to	  become	  the	  Women’s	  Team	  Coach.	  
Contact	  Club	  President,	  Richard	  Simon,	  for	  a	  copy	  of	  the	  posi@on	  descrip@on	  and	  for	  ini@al	  enquiries.	  	  
Excellent	  remunera@on	  and	  support	  available.	  	  Email:	  richard@simonleisure.com	  	  M:	  0458	  957	  824	  www.oafc.com.au	  
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CLASSIFIEDS


