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Bentleigh Secondary College places great emphasis on students working to 
achieve their very best, and on students challenging themselves.

At the end of this term, the school community was able to participate in the 
inaugural House Chorals adjudication day. It was wonderful to see so many 
students involved. The level of talent was very high and I did not envy the 
adjudicator in having to separate them. Many thanks to Danielle May, the House 
Director and to Rachel Sifris, the Chorals Support Co-ordinator, House Liaison 
Leaders – Helen Arhontis, Kylie Read, Stuart Parson and Nobu Kobayashi and 
to Jacinta Egan and Rebecca Gemmola, Heads of Performing Arts for their 
organisation of the event. Thank you also to Andrew Albanis and members of 
the Music Department for their assistance to all students throughout the term in 
the lead up to the performances. 

The student House Leaders did an amazing job in preparing the students in their 
Houses. To the teachers who worked very hard behind the scenes, supporting 
the student leaders and ensuring that everyone was prepared. I am confident 
that parents in attendance, staff and students enjoyed the performances as 
much as I did.

School Council
At the last School Council office bearers were elected. The President for 2016 
is Malcolm Guy, the Vice President is Anne McKenna and the Treasurer is Brian 
Simpson. 

School Council has three sub-committees – Policy and Accountability (which 
develops relevant school polices), Buildings and Grounds (which oversees the 
school’s buildings and grounds) and Finance (which oversees finance matters). 

I wish you all a relaxing break.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
MS HELENE HIOTIS 

IMPORTANT DATES

House Choral Rehearsals

12 Apr 
Jazz Concert

 in PAC
5.00 - 6.00pm

13 Apr 2017 Year 7 Gifted & 
Talented Evening 

in PAC 7.30pm

14 Apr 
Parent Student Teacher 

Interviews   
12.00 - 8.00pm

20 Apr
Open Night 

in PAC
7.00pm

21 Apr
Education Forum Clare 

O’Neill 
TBC 5:30-700pm

25 Apr ANZAC DAY

“Being the best you can be”

The right to learn.
The right to be treated with respect.

The right to be safe.

PO Box 186, East Bentleigh 3165

Telephone: 9579 1044
Facsimile: 9579 2720

bentleigh.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au
CRICOS Provider Code: 00861K
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House Choral Rehearsals
Ms Danielle May, House Director
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SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
MR MARC KOENIG

Parent Teacher Interviews
The focus for our students at Bentleigh Secondary College is to achieve their very best and to continually improve their 
learning.  An important part of this focus is the partnership between school and home, between teacher and parents/
guardian and student.  Parent teacher interviews play a key role in this partnership where all three parties meet to 
discuss the student’s achievements, progress and strategies for improvement.  There is a change to the structure of 
Parent Teacher Interviews this year with interviews running from 12.00 noon until 8.00pm. There are no classes for 
the day and students are expected to attend the interviews. The first parent teacher interviews for 2016 will be held on 
Thursday 14 April in the Learning Centre.

Bookings will open for Parent Teacher Interviews on Thursday 24 March  at 3.30pm. Interviews with your child’s subject 
teachers run for 5 minutes each and you can choose to book interviews with all or some of these teachers. Term 1 
Interim Reports will be published electronically via Compass on Monday April 11. 

If you are unable to log on to Compass, please contact the college via the following email address:  
compass@bentleighsc.vic.edu.au

BYTE News
 
A few BYTE reminders:
• Devices ONLY should be stored in the case (extra objects 
may cause damage to the device)
• Power Supplies should be left at home  - warranty 3 
years - not covered under insurance
•Stylus (digital) The college is aware of an issue with 
some of the stylus and are working with Learning with 
Technologies and Acer on a solution.  Parents and 
students with stylus not working (not including those that 
have broken) need to return them to the ICT Office.
• Hard case – warranty 12 month is not covered under 
insurance
• SD card – warranty 12 months is not covered under 
insurance
• Technical issues or damage should be reported to the 
ICT Office by the student as soon as possible

• Loan devices will be issued if a device is faulty and 
requires repairs covered under warranty
• Loan devices will be issued if a device is accidently 
damaged, lost or stolen, once the excess of $100.00 has 
been paid to the college
• It is essential that students regularly (weekly) back-up 
their data
 
Parents should also refer to the Peripherals (Accessories) 
and Maintenance and Repair under Bentleigh Secondary 
College’s Responsibilities in the Bentleigh Secondary 
College Information and Communication Technology, 
Years 7 & 10 Handbook 2016.
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Year 8 Camp Anglesea  
Natalie Cumming & Kylie Dark, Heads of Year 8

The Year 8 Anglesea camp was fantastic. 8.1, 8.2, 8.3 and 
half of 8.4 attended from the 7 March – 9 March and 8.5, 
8.6, 8.7 and the remaining half of 8.4 attended from 9 March 
– 11 March. The weather was quite hot for the first half of 
the week and unfortunately the second camp endured many 
hours of rain. Despite the weather a great time was had by 
all that attended. Congratulations must go to all the students 
for their enthusiasm, positive outlook and participation rate. 
The camp involved Archery, Mountain Bike Riding, Surfing, 
Kayaking, an Initiatives course and some smaller activities. 
The most popular activity by far seemed to be the surfing and 
most students managed to stand up on the surf board by the 
end of the lesson.

Each activity ran for two hours and there were challenges 
within each. On the middle day of the camp the students 
completed all of the water activities which meant four hours of 
exhausting activity. We all slept well that night. The Initiative 
activities were interesting. The students broke into smaller 
activity groups for these activities. It was great watching 
the development of the students in each group over the two 
hours, learning how important it was to communicate ideas 
and adapting strategies to enable the challenges to work. 

The night walk on the first night of each camp was interesting, 
covering many different terrains. It was quite a long walk along 
the cliff tops of Anglesea around to where the river meets the 
sea. On the second night the trivia quiz challenged students 
in a broad range of knowledge areas and there was also lots 
of laughs to be had.

We would like to thank the staff who attended the camp, 
as without the dedication of the staff these camps cannot 
run. They give up time with their own families and spend 
a considerable amount of time prior to leaving for camp 
organising work for the classes they are leaving behind.

YEAR 8 Camp Anglesea
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Year 12 English “Mabo” Excursion
 Ms Kirstin Conway, Careers & Pathways Co-ordinator

All students studying Year 12 English and EAL visited ACMI on Friday 19 February to review the 
film, 'Mabo', directed by Rachel Perkins. Students appreciated being able to see the film on the 
big screen in its entirety. This enabled students to enhance their knowledge and understanding of 
the text. The screening was followed by a detailed lecture analysing the film and its construction, 
by Cinema Studies lecturer Dr. Susan Bye. Students found this a valuable experience and were 
exceptionally well behaved.

Thank you to all the english teachers who attended: Mr Georgiou, Mrs Johnson, Ms Keep,           
Ms Makray and Ms Muller.
 
"We thought it gave us great ideas for essay writing. The lecture provided us with a different 
interpretation of the text. We appreciated the experience of taking notes in a lecture theatre 
atmosphere, similar to what we will experience in tertiary studies next year."

By Year 12 students, Angela, Jarryd and Amily.

Shakespeare in the Park – after dark!
 Ms Anna Boukouras, Year 12 Literature Teacher

 
On Thursday 3 March, the Year 11 and 12 Literature classes along with Mrs Coldbeck and Ms Boukouras made their way 
to Melbourne’s Botanical Gardens to enjoy the Australian Shakespeare Company’s presentation of ‘Shakespeare – The 
Best Bits’. 

It was a riotous compilation of some of Shakespeare’s more enduring plays, such as ‘Hamlet’, ‘Macbeth’, ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’, ‘King Lear’, ‘Antony and Cleopatra’, ‘As You Like It’, as well as a representation of the historical plays, such as 
‘Richard the Third’. The actors were experts at engaging and including the audience in the theatrics and the sometimes 
bawdy Shakespearean humour was enjoyed by all. 

The night made for a very memorable one to start of our year in Literature for 2016. 

Pictured are the Year 11 and 12 students enjoying the view from 
the Shrine of Remembrance prior to the performance.



Bentleigh Secondary College 2016  |  http://bentleighsc.vic.edu.au/ 7

International Women’s Day
Mr Wayne Davis - Head of Wellbeing (Junior School)

For the second year Bentleigh Secondary College has hosted a significant International Women’s Day with over 75 
women in attendance. 

The College Captain, Madeleine Boustead and the Junior School Deputy Captain, Hannah Flower enthusiastically 
assisted with the organisation, meeting and greeting attendees and in serving refreshments at the conclusion of the 
formal proceedings. Rory O’Brien, Jamie Tzabari, acted as attendants on the day and are to be commended for their 
great work and support.

The event was organised by Women’s Health in the South East (WHISE), in conjunction with Bentleigh Bayside 
Community Health (BBCH), and the Moorleigh Moorabbin Rotary Club. WHISE organised sponsorships for the awards 
for all winners in six categories. 

The day was hosted by Rhonda Garad, the Health Promotions Manager at WHISE, and the keynote speaker was an 
inspirational Sudanese Australian woman, Ms. Mariam Issa.

Dr. Intha Chetty from Bentleigh Secondary College presented an award on behalf of Moorleigh Moorabbin Rotary with a 
special message‘ that people make people better’ and ‘it is giving of yourself, for the greater good, that makes you stand 
out’. Jackie Gleeson, BBCH Health Promotions Manager, jointly assisted Intha in her presentations.

It is always a pleasure to be associated with the hosting of such an important event celebrating the achievements and 
contributions of many women and girls within our diverse community. The Mindfulness Meditation and Indigenous 
Cultural Centre formed a perfect venue in our wetlands and was much admired by our visitors. 

We look forward to hosting this event in future years.
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Music Report
Mr Andrew Albanis, Head of Music

The Year 7, ‘5 Note Day’ was a great success. Students were able to get a deeper understanding of how to play their 
instrument. There were workshops and rehearsals organised throughout the day, allowing students to achieve their full 
potential.  A great sense of achievement was felt by the students and teachers, as most students had only received a 
couple of lessons beforehand. Well done to all involved.

Students involved in the Symphonic Wind Incursion were able to continue to develop further  their instrumental and ensemble 
skills. The day consisted of sectionals and full ensemble rehearsals. This contributed to the outstanding performance at the 
end of the day to friends and family. Students and teachers are to be congratulated on their efforts in preparing three new 
pieces.  Especially, Rachel Bussau for her Oboe solo.

The Year 7 and Year 8 Band Rehearsal Camp is scheduled for Tuesday 19 and Wednesday 20 April. This is an overnight 
camp to Rutherford Park in Blampied. This is compulsory for Year 7 and Year 8 Band students. It will be a great experience 
for all involved.
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Bullying and Teenagers
 Mr Wayne Davis, Head of Wellbeing (Junior School)

Visitors from St James
 Mr Bill Thomas, Head of Sustainability 

Topic:                    Bullying and Teenagers: Knowing the Signs,     
                             Types, Triggers and How to Help
 
Date:                     Wednesday, 20 April 2016
 
Time:                    7pm to 9pm
 
Presenter:            Jeremy Blackman – Senior Advisor for The Alannah and Madeline Foundation
 
Venue:                  Malvern Town Hall, Banquet Room – 1251 High Street, Malvern
 
Price:                    This is a free event.
 
 
The Alannah and Madeline Foundation is a national charity protecting children from violence and its devastating impact. 
This will be an interactive session looking at the effects of bullying and what it looks like for a teenager. 
 
Parents will be provided with information to help them identify the five different types of bullying, signs your child is being 
bullied and the importance of being aware of cyber bullying. The presentation will provide parents with strategies on 
what to do and how to seek help if your child is being bullied or is bullying other children.
 
For further information, please visit the Stonnington website or to register please visit Eventbrite. 
 
http://www.stonnington.vic.gov.au/Live/Children-and-Family-Services/Parent-Education-Sessions
 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au (hint: search for ‘Teenagers and Bullying’, this will assist with getting to the correct event).

Teachers and students from St James East Bentleigh visited the college to look at our sustainable practices and to examine ways 
they could incorporate what we have done into their own school.  St James only goes to Year 10 and these Year 9 students are keen 
to make their mark in East Bentleigh before moving on to their VCE campus. We wish them well in their endeavours.
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On Friday 18 March, the SRC organised Pink Stumps Day to raise funds and awareness of the fight against Breast 
Cancer on behalf of The McGrath Foundation. Students and staff across the whole school dressed in pink for the day, and 
generously donated money which was collected and tallied by the SRC representatives. This year we raised in excess of 
$1000, exceeding efforts from previous years. We would like to thank the school community for making this happen.

The Year 12 Students versus Staff cricket match, and Fashion On The Field were transferred into the stadium due to 
inclement weather, but an entertaining match ensued, along with a great atmosphere driven by the crowd and the pink 
fashion parade. 

Congratulations to all students and staff for generating a warm dose of school spirit on the day.

Pink Stumps Day 2016
Paul Dean, SRC Coordinator
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Senior Boys Tennis Champions – A team
Danielle May, Head of Sport (Yrs 9-12) 

On Monday 21 March, Chase Ferguson, Emil Thaning, Sean Ly and Jeff Li represented Bentleigh Secondary College 
at the Kingston Division Senior Tennis Competition. The boys played a variety of doubles and singles games and they 
comfortably won the tournament. They did not lose one game for the whole tournament! 

They will now represent the college at preliminary finals on Thursday 21 April at Dendy Park Tennis Club. 

Well done boys and good luck for the preliminary finals!
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          BENTLEIGH SECONDARY COLLEGE  

 

 Uniform Shop 
 

 

Recycle Uniform Shop will be open the last Friday of each 
month during the school term from 8.00 – 8.45am in 

 Performing Arts Centre Foyer        

DATES FOR TERM 2: 

   29 April, 27 May and 24 June.                   

RECYCLE UNIFORM PRICE LIST 

Garment Price (unless marked) 
Short Sleeved Shirt $5.00 
Long Sleeved Shirt $7.00 
Woollen Jumper $15.00 
Summer Dress $10.00 

Winter Skirt $10.00 
Shorts $10.00 

Trousers $10.00 
Spray Jacket $15.00 
Sport Shorts $7.00 
Sport Polo $5.00 

Rugby Jumper $15.00 
Track Pants $8.00 
Sport Hat $2.00 

School Bag $7.00 
     Cash Purchases only.   

Please choose your items carefully as Recycle purchases cannot be refunded.                              
*Any donations of unwanted school items are gratefully accepted. 
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C L A S S I FI E D S

Theme:   Love…in all its forms;  
  Family, friendship, caring, etc

Entries:  Prints or digital images

Open to:  Primary  & Secondary Students

Entry: Free...4 Images per division per entrant

Prizes:  Awarded for each division  

Judge: Internationally  qualified 

photographic  judge

Closing:  Date is 3rd April 2016 
Enquiries and Entry forms: 

Phone 9579 3438 
email: sutton@iimetro.com.au

Exhibition:

Saturday 30th April  2016 
Bentleigh Uniting ChurchPh
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The Language of Love 
Festival

  Bentleigh

Church 

“Centred on Faith”

30 APRIL 2016


